April 2019
THE SOUTHWESTERN PROSPECTORS
AND MINERS ASSOCIATION
- Founded 1934 Meeting held the Third Tuesday of Each Month

www.spma-gold.org

at 6:30 PM Clairemont Friendship Senior Center
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117.

President’s Message

Welcome to the SPMA,
Here are the details for
the Red Mountain outing. We will meet at the
intersection of Hwy 395
and Osdick Road at
9:00a.m. Friday, April
19, 2019, or on
9:00a.m. Saturday, April
20, 2019. From there we
will tour the claim.
The details for the May
Starlight prospecting
outing are: We will meet
at the Buckman Springs
Safety Rest Area at
8:00a.m. Saturday, May
25, 2019. From there
you will be guided to the
Starlight claim.
Gold Nugget Find: A retired man prospecting
for gold in a remote part
of Australia has struck it
rich after the stumbled
across a gold nugget
worth $80,000. He had
been searching for treasure for years in
the northern Goldfields,
near Kambalda, in Western Australia, using his
trusty metal detector.
But it was his lucky day
when he managed to
unearth a nugget weigh-

ing more than 7 pounds and
containing 68 troy ounces, or
4.5 pounds of gold. It has
been dubbed "Duck’s Foot"
because of its shape. The
man, who did not want to be
named, said: "When I had
finished digging it out, I just
thought 'Oh my God!' It was
pretty deep at about 30 inches in clay soil so it took more
than two hours of careful digging to get it out," he said,
according to Australian Associated Press.
Legal Update: Congressmen
Rob Bishop (R-UT) and John
Curtis (R-UT) introduced HR
1664, a bill that
would set limits on the use of
the Antiquities Act to create
national monuments. The bill
would require review under
the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) for a proposed monument between
640 acres and 10,000 acres.
An environmental assessment would also be required
for proposed monuments
between 5,000 and 10,000
acres. Congressional approval would be required for larger proposed monuments.
It’s unclear whether this bill
has the necessary support to
pass in the House.
Lands bill signed by President
Trump. Senator Mike Lee (RUT) made a valiant attempt
to stop S 47, a huge public
lands bill that included permanent funding for the Land

and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF), but his effort
ultimately failed and the bill
passed.
Senator Lee had introduced
an amendment to remove
the permanent funding, but
both Democrats and Republicans joined forces to shoot
down his amendment.
The reason we—and miners
in general—were against the
bill is because LWCF funds
are used to place additional
public lands off-limits regardless of whether or not a
mineral survey has been
completed.
Senator Lee is all too familiar with federal land grabs in
Utah; he fought to have the
size of national monuments
reduced in his state when
former President Obama
used the Antiquities Act to
expand them against the
wishes of local legislators.
President Trump really did
not have a choice but to sign
it after it passed with a vetoproof majority. The bill
passed the Senate 92-8,
with the following Senators
voting against it: Cruz (R-TX),
Inhofe (R-OK), Johnson (RWI), Landford (R-OK), Lee (RUT), Paul (R-KY), Sasse (RNE), Toomey (R-PA). A
House version passed 36362.
Continued pg 3…...

Recent Gold Spot Price
$1,300.60

Upcoming Events
Apr 8th:
6:30pm, Board of Directors
meeting Gem and Mineral
Building in Balboa Park.
Apr 13th:
10 am, (AZ Time) SPMA
Yuma Meeting. Old house
site potholes.
Apr 16th:
6:30 pm, General Membership meeting at 4425 Bannock Ave San Diego, Ca.
92117

APR 19-20th:
Redmountain randsburg outing
Apr 21st:
Metal Detecting Mission Bay
May 25th: Starlight outing
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SPMA PROGRAMS

APRIL - Members Michele Ashton, Patrick Ashton, & Lee Darling will give mini lectures on how they make separating the gold from dirt concentrates go quicker in the field. Patrick & Michele will present Thompson dry
washer/puffer, home made puffer (Sam Radding brand), home made trommel (mikes trommel), a mini recirc
sluice & a homemade wet system for dry areas proven to work at Starlight & Potholes.
MAY– TBA
June– TBS

Field Trip & Event Schedule
APRIL 19-20 Red Mountain We will meet at the intersection of Hwy 395 and Osdick Road <—click 4 google map at
9:00a.m. Friday April 19, 2019 or 9:00a.m. Saturday April 20, 2019. From there we will tour the claim.
MAY 25th Starlight We will meet at the Buckman Springs Safety Rest Area <—click 4 google map at 8:00a.m. Saturday,
May 25, 2019. From there you will be guided to the Starlight claim.

Email System - Sign up to have The Assay sent to you!
To better communicate with our members, the SPMA has created a comprehensive email list. The email
management system will allow us to email the monthly Assay to you. To sign up just go to
the Contact
click page on the website and fill out the form. Completing this form only takes about ten
seconds. This is a good thing so please sign up. If you wish to, you can always discontinue SPMA emails
by clicking on the "unsubscribe" link at the bottom of each email. The Assay will still be posted on the
SPMA website each month. Tom Heffernan, Website Manager
GPAA UPDATE By Frank M. Trutta
Checking with GPAA I found out you can join or re-new your membership on line but will have to pay for any items shipped to
you. You can join or re-new your membership at any of their authorized dealers and not pay for any shipping. Should you
have any questions call me at my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516.

Metal Detecting
Searching the Beaches . . . .

by Frank M. Trutta

The weather at our hunt at Oceanside was perfect for beach hunting. Nice cool weather to start and warming up
a little by 10:00 when we met. John Howe found 15 coins for 74 cents, Brian Kinnear found 17 coins and a one
dollar bill, Jim and Earl Bordeaux came up with a few coins, Joan Rufener had 36 cents, I was working the low
tide area and came up with 12 coins a junk ear ring, junk ring and an e-cigarette, my wife Zee hit the right spots
finding two sterling silver rings a junk ring, 18 coins for $1.68 and a necklace. There was too much sand on the
beach with most of the targets being 12 inches or deeper but with the warm weather on the way the beach goers
will be coming out dropping treasures for us to find.
My next hunt will be Saturday April 20th since Sunday is Easter at Mission Beach by the big parking lot
south of the roller coaster first thing in the morning
and meeting at 10:00 to show our finds. There will
be a nice -0.8 tide at 5 giving us plenty of low tide
hard packed sand area to hunt. Should you have
any questions, give me a call at my shop, Columbia
Metal Detectors, at 760 743-8516 on my cell phone
760 291-7900. Hunt smart!

Presidents Message cont.' from cover

Gold Question: How is gold made? Gold is made four different ways. The first is in a supernova, a star that uses all of its nuclear fuel becomes unstable and explodes creating gold and all of other heavy elements and a neutron star or a black hole. In the second way is when
two neutron stars almost collide, the gravity rips neutrons off, the neutrons become gold and other heavy metals. The third way the fission
of uranium 235. When neutron hits a U235 atom it can split in to gold, aluminum and 2 or more neutrons. In the fourth way is radioactive
decay; If mercury 197 captures an electron it becomes gold 197 or Au197 and if thallium 203 losses an alpha particle the result is gold
199 or Au199.
May’s Gold Question: What is the hardest element to remove from gold during purification?
Stay safe ,
Brian Turner

SPECIAL ELECTION

After collecting votes from the March meeting and
an Email Ballot of 169 members Elected:
Richard Martin Vice-President
Patrick Ashton Secretary
Joseph Johanek Nominations

Hello I am your newly elected Secretary Patrick Ashton. I would first like to commend the
current board members Brian, Lee, RJ & Joan on all the hard work they have been putting
in to keep our club solvent; Thank you. A little background on me, I retired as a Chief Petty
Officer from the U.S. Navy after 20+ years of service. I currently work for a local water district, and as most likely just like you, I enjoy the whole event of going out and digging for
gold and sharing my experiences with likeminded people. I am excited for the future of our
association and am eager to work with the board and all members to bring financial stability, proper recordkeeping, and comradery back to our organization.

HI, I'm Michele Sheppard Ashton your new membership person assigned by the Secretary. I retired from the US Navy, a Hull Technician
(shipfitter) Chief, in 1998. I have been an SPMA member for roughly
10 yrs. Wow, time sure does fly by ! Some of you may have seen me
at meetings, events or prospecting at potholes. Maybe you have spotted our van with US and Navy Flags proudly displayed. My hope is to
help renew a spirit of accountability & trust to the organization. I
promise to do my best to perform the duties I’m responsible for. If have questions or concerns
about your membership, have not gotten your claims guide/membership packet or need a member card please see me at the general meeting or e-mail spma.membership@hotmail.com

Ways and Means
Kevin Kracha-door prize $15.00 worth of Table Raffle Tickets
Gold Nugget Winners

Special Drawing Winners

David Partin
8.6 grain nugget
Pat Darling
9.4 grain nugget
Blakely Sanford 10.8 grain nugget
Pat Darling
11.7 grain nugget

David Partin Tactical Backpack
Ilie Roibu
Tent
Blaine Cunningham Folding Chair

Greg Terrones
We have two types of claim forms, a Mail-in and an Email <—click . SPMA web site http://spma-gold.org/pages/newsinfo.html click NEWS –INFO tab left side of the page follow the links. Send a Claim Use Form, each time you use a
claim, it’s important because it shows the BLM that we are actually using our claims, being responsible stewards of the
land, hauling away old trash and filling in dangerous holes. It also shows that we're pretty good people to have around.
When we apply for new claims, the BLM takes all of this into account.

Membership
New memberships are $55. Renewal memberships are $45. Please make checks or money orders payable
to SPMA Membership and Mail to: SPMA Membership P O Box-904, La Mesa, Ca 91944-0904 or bring a
check, money order, or cash to the meeting pay Treasurer Lee Darling . Michele Ashton is newly assigned
membership person. She will provide member cards and new member packets. If you did not receive yours
or require a replacement contact her at spma.memership@hotmail.com

Your Officers

Your Committee Members

President

Brian Turner

858-864-0465

Vice
President

Richard Martin

619-792-5464

Secretary

Patrick Ashton

619-339-7631

Treasurer

Lee Darling

619-997-1284

Sr. Director

Joan Rufener

619-302-2824

Jr. Director

RJ Wingo
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Past
President

John Schotsch

619-654-4737

Membership under
the Secretary

Michele Ashton

Photagrapher

Rozalynn Laffoon

619-423-6426

Assay Editor

Michele Ashton

619-434-1473

Mining Demos

Richard Seany

619-460-2736

Claims Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Frank Trutta

760-743-8516

Ways and Means

Greg Terrones

619-948-8613

Refreshments

Joan Rufener

619-302-2824

Trip Coordinator

Brian Turner

858-864-0465

Fair Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Website manager

Tom Heffernan

619-697-8187

SPMA website

www.spma-gold.org

Yuma Group

Jim Perkey
JBPerkey@hotmail.com

928-503-7402

News & Info

Pam Clements

619-787-8458

spma.membership@hotma 619-434-1473
il.com

assayeditor@hotmail.com

Gold Committee
Metal Detecting
Legislative Rep.
Programs

Message Center ATT

619-503-7402

San Diego County Fair
Starting at the April Meeting Joe Johanek
Will have a Fair sign-up sheet for those
members Who would like to work at the
Fair booth this year?
You will be given a FREE ticket to the Fair

for each day you work. There are 3 shifts
per day.
Fair runs May 31st to July 4th. Open
Wednesday thru Sunday. Hours 10AM to
10PM.
The Fair gives us the Chance to promote
the Association and Gold Prospecting To

the public.
Joe Johanek



FOR SALE
At the meeting, 3 Gallon buckets with lids $1.50 each. For large orders contact
Kent 619-449-5116

General Meeting Location

Southwestern Prospectors &
Miners Association

San Diego General meeting will be held every 3rd Tuesday each month at
6:30 to 9:30 pm. at: 4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117. Our meeting
location is on the back side of the building

P.O. Box 904 La Mesa, CA
91944-0904
(619) 685-4488

We’re On
Line !
www.spma-gold.org
Yahoo Forums
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma2

Please submit articles by the 1st Monday following general meeting
to assayeditor@hotmail.com

http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma_Members_Only

Blue lettering in this Assay is a link. Click or touch to
go there.
The square colored days are meeting nights. Board Meeting is the second Monday of each month, the General Meeting is
the third Tuesday of the month. Yuma meeting, The circled textured days are scheduled Outings.
 April 19-20 Red mountain
 April 21 Metal detecting Mission Bay
 MAY 25 Starlight
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