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 Aug 13th:  

6:30pm, Board of Direc-
tors meeting  Gem and 
Mineral Building in Balboa 
Park. 
 

Aug 21st: 

5pm-Dusk Annual Swap 
meet in lieu of general 
meeting. 
 
Aug 26th: 
Metal detecting PB 
 

 
 

 THE  SOUTHWESTERN PROSPECTORS  
AND MINERS ASSOCIATION 

- Founded 1934 - 
 

Meeting held the Third Tuesday of Each Month 

at VFW Post 2082 
2885 Lemon Grove Ave.  Lemon Grove, CA  91944 

 Welcome to the August 
SPMA newsletter.  
We will be having our 
Annual Swap Meet, on 
the 21st of Au-
gust.  This will take 
place instead of our 
monthly general meet-
ing.  The time for the 
event will be from 5 P. 
M. to dusk.  You can 
bring or buy anything 
mining related, from 
camping gear to pros-
pecting equipment.  In 
the past, we have had 
buckets of rocks for 
those who are into rock-
hounding, as well as 
cutting and polishing 
them.  Come one, come 
all, to look and see, 
what you may find. 
San Diego County Fair I 
would like to take this 
time to thank everyone 
who volunteered, for 
their help with 

Fair.  Again we had 
some trouble getting 
people to help out, so 
some of the others had 
to work triple time to 
make the Fair a suc-
cess.  Hopefully, we 
can do better next year 
in getting more people 
to volunteer and help 
out with working the 
shifts for the Fair.  Any, 
and all ideas and sug-
gestions will be appreci-
ated for the next Fair 
Chairperson 
Annual Summer Picnic 
I would also like to say 
thank you for coming 
out to Ski Beach for our 
annual summer picnic. 
The picnic was a great 
success, with lots of 
food for family and 
friends  There were 
metal detecting and 
gold panning competi-
tions planned, so I will 
tell you in the Sept. 
newsletter on who the 
winners were.  I was 
one of several people 
that was on the grill 
cooking hot dogs and 
burgers, along with 
other food and drinks 
for all of the people.  I 

would like to thank Joan 
Rufener and Brian Win-
ter, for setting every-
thing up and making the 
picnic a success. 
I would like to thank 
Bob Peterson of "San 
Diego Metal Detector & 
Gold Prospecting Sup-
ply" for his donation of a 
Le Trap gold pan, 
among other items for 
our Ways & Means ta-
ble last month.  If any-
one needs items for 
themselves, his shop 
address is 13910 Lyons 
Valley Rd. Ste "L", 
Jamul CA  91935.  We 
appreciate it very 
much.   
 Well, we are half way 
through our Hot, Hot 
summer months.  Now 
is the time to start 
checking out your 
equipment and getting it 
ready for the upcoming 
mining season. 
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Gold Spot Price, as of 07/26 

$1232.30 
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Program 
AUGUST Annual SPMA Swap Meet at the VFW parking lot. The Swap Meet starts at 6:30 PM til dark. Any thing related 
to Prospecting , Gem collecting and metal detecting is allowed. NO CHARGE to sell at this event. 
 
SEPTEMBER Hard Rock Mining on a budget 

Field Trip & Event Schedule 
Trip coordinator-  Mike Gibson.  Will be leading a trip to Star Light claim he last weekend of each month.  Meet at 9 A M at the rest 

stop, off  8 FWY.  His phone 619-847-6310 for more information. 

GPAA UPDATE   By Frank M. Trutta 

Checking with GPAA I found out you can join or re-new your membership on line but will have to 
pay for any items shipped to you.  You can join or re-new your membership at any of their author-
ized dealers and not pay for any shipping. 
Should you have any questions call me at my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516. 

Metal Detecting 

Searching the Beaches . . . .                                                  by  Frank M. Trutta  

Summer is here and so is our beach hunting season.  Now is the time to check out the dry sand 
areas of the beach.  With record crowds coming to the beach to cool off and sweating and having 
their jewelry falling off is a perfect time for us.  Tourist coming to the beach do not realize how the 
hot weather and cold water make it perfect for gravity to work if they going the surf.  We love grav-
ity.  Go early in the morning or when the crowds leave in the early evening to avoid the crowds and 
the heat.  

 
August hunt will be the 26th at Pacific Beach at sun up or 

whenever you come and we will meet at 10: 00 to show off 

our finds. 

Should you have any questions give me a call at my shop, 

Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516 or on my cell 

phone 760 291-7900.          Hunt smart. 

FOR SALE 

Keene  new hand crank Model DW2 hand crank dry washer $500.00. Call Frank at 760 743-8516  

1998 popup tent trailer. $3500. Call John 619-654-4736   

We are going to be selling raffle tickets for the Golden Goat trommel again with the trommel being raffled 
off at the Sept meeting.  Good luck to the lucky person whoever that may be 

Ways and Means    New raffle chaiman RJ Wingo 

Fellow prospectors, my name is r.j. wingo, I am the new ways and means raffle chairman. I have been 
with s.p.m.a and gpaa since 1980. Yes, 38 years. Have worn different hats to show support to our asso-
ciation, that we all belong to. My interest is to spark more interest in supporting the raffle table. by intro-
ducing more quality prizes that pertain to our hobby, prospecting, camping. such as Coleman lanterns, 
sleeping bags, top notch rock hammers, ect. these will be showing up on the raffle table the next all 
hands meeting. Why do we attend the meetings ?. of course to become better educated by our guest 
speakers, sharing stories with our friends, AND buying raffle tickets to support our association, and 
hope your ticket is drawn. ( you bet ). talking about giving support , how about mr. bob peterson, the 
owner of the metal detectors, and gold prospecting supplies. his shop is out on lyons valley road. give 
him a call @ ( 619 ) 3037345. or better yet go out and see what you need to make your next trip a prof-

itable one.  See you all at the raffle table,     R.J. 



President message continued from cover 

 
There are motors to check out, and change oil in, along with other general maintenance on your stuff to make 
sure that everything is in proper working order.  It doesn't do you any good if at the last minute, you find that 
you forgot to check out something and it's broken, or need to be replace.  So, start preparing now.    
I would like to thank the people, who showed their equipment last month.  Everyone that I talked to, enjoyed 
the show.  For those of you who couldn't make it, we had a dry washer, rock crusher, and re-circulatory sluice 
demonstrations, along with the showing of metal detectors, sluice boxes, and gold pans. So, now members 
have a better idea on how certain pieces of equipment work. 
GOLD RUSH  
A gold rush is a new discovery of gold, sometimes accompanied by other precious metals and rare earth min-
erals, that brings an on-rush of miners seeking their fortune.  Major gold rushes took place in the 19th century 
in Australia, New Zealand, Brazil, Canada, South Africa and the United States, while smaller gold rushes took 
place elsewhere. 
Thanks for your support, and may your pans turn yellow with gold. 
John Schotsch 

SPMA CLAIM UPDATE 

Over the past 3 months the Board of Directors have been 

Discussing if We should drop any claims because of the NEW SURCHARGE on Recording Mining Claim documents 

from the County Recorder (Calif.) . So far no decision. 

I have decided to give my opinion on which claims COULD be dropped to keep the Claim expenses down. These are 

the claims I believe could be dropped: 

Animal’s Lair , SPMA Long Valley, 1 Gem Claim at Warners Springs, Golden Nugget #1 and # 2 , Potholes West or 

Blond Burro ??. This would drop the claim fees by $105.00 per claim or a total of $735.00 per year. The claims We 

keep still are good Gold producing claims for the members. 

Joseph Johanek 

Claims Chairman 

THE ASSAY IS NOW AVAILABLE ON LINE AT THE SPMA WEBSITE  

Get your easy to read assay faster than the paper copy . Go to www.spma-gold.org 

MINING DEMO GROUP 
Over the past year Richard Seany and his helpers have been busy talking to 4th graders about Gold Mining 

and how to pan for gold. Richard has shown over 1,200 children about Gold and how the Prospectors removed 

it from the ground. Richard and his helpers go to individual schools and group events like the Poway Old days 

in October each year. Also volunteers help children learn how to pan for Gold at our Booth at the San Diego 

Fair, and Community events like Main Street On America (El Cajon) and Gem and Mineral Shows around San 

Diego. By doing these activities We are fulfilling our mission of our 501 c(3) status with the Federal Govern-

ment to promote and educate the General Public on the hobby of Gold Prospecting . 

July-Field Trip - Blue Cut Memorial, Cajon Pass 
 

I led a group of 8 people to Cajon Pass. Four of the group have been there in the past, and there were 4 
new people this time around.  We got up to the area about 10:00 and it was already getting hot out.  The 
high temperature was to be 100 degrees by 2 P.M., but we were working down by the creek and under tree 
shade, so it wasn't that hot.  I had two sluices, and showed the new people how to set up a sluice, and also 
did some panning demonstrations. The area is known for having a lot of black sand, so we saw it flowing 
downstream as we were working.  Everyone found gold, just not as big as it has been found in past field 
trips.  If anyone wants info on the area, please give me a call.  It is public property, so it can't be claimed 
up.  Thanks.  Brian Winter  (619)787-8458  



Membership 

New memberships are $55, and Renewal memberships are $45. Please make checks or money orders payable to 
SPMA Membership and Mail to: SPMA Membership  P O Box-904, La Mesa, Ca 91944-0904 or  bring a check, money 

   

 

Don Leavitt  -       9.8 gr 

Rod Reagan -      8.7gr 

Herb Margerum - 7.9 gr   

Rod Reagan 11.9 gr   

 

Door Prize        Pat Reagan 

 

50/50        Mary Troseth 

 

Assay Mailing / 
Membership 

Lyn Pardee 619-426-9330 

Photagrapher   

The Assay Editor 
Michele Sheppard 

assayeditor@hotmail.com 
619-434-1473 

Mining Demos Richard Seany 619-460-2736 

Claims Committee Joe Johanek 858-273-5987 

Librarian   

Metal Detecting Frank Trutta 760-743-8516 

Legislative Rep. Ed Farley Jr. 858-569-4220 

Programs   

Ways and Means RJ Wingo 619-461-9066 

Refreshments Sharron McFadden  619-787-5036  

Trip Coordinator Mike Gibson 619-847-6310  

Fair Committee Brian Winter 619-787-8458 

SPMA Website  Tom Heffernan    619-697-8187   

News & Info   

Your Committee Members 

Jim Perkey         JBPerkey@Hotmail.com      928-503-7402 

Eastern California/Arizona  representative 

Your Officers 

President  John Schotsch 619-654-4736 

Vice  

President 
John Troseth 619-448-2086 

Secretary Roger Fuller 858-292-9180 

Treasurer Brian Winter 619-787-8458 

Sr. Director Joe Johanek 858-273-5987 

Jr. Director Joan Rufener 619-302-2824  

Past 

President 
 Ed Farley Jr. 858-569-4220 

      

   

tomh.svm@gmail.com    www.spma-gold.org 

Message Center        ATT                               619-6854488 

  

  

Rozalynn Laffoon 619-423-6426 

mailto:JBPerkey@Hotmail.com


Southwestern Prospectors & Miners Association 

P.O. Box 904  La Mesa, CA   91944-0904 

(619) 685-4488 

www.spma-gold.org 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/spma2 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/spma_Members_Only 
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  The large bolded squared days are meeting nights. Board Meeting is the second Monday of each month, 

the General Meeting is the third Tuesday of the month. Yuma meeting, The circled days are the SPMA 

scheduled Outings.   

Aug 21st Annual swap Meet 

Aug 26th PB metal detecting 

**Please have ads & articles submitted by the 1st Monday  following general meeting** 
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   1 2 3 4 
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August 2018 
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Starlight outing last Saturday of each month 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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30       

Sept 2018 
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