THE SOUTHWESTERN PROSPECTORS
AND MINERS ASSOCIATION
- Founded 1934 January meeting at VFW Post 2082

www.spma-gold.org

2885 Lemon Grove Ave. Lemon Grove, CA 91944
See http://www.spma.gold.org for Meeting place changes

President’s Message
and campers.
COST CUTTING NEWS:
January is the last month the
Assay will be mailed. General
meetings will change to a
different location. Check the
website for the new location.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR WHEN
LOOKING FOR GOLD: The first
piece of information you need
to understand is that the
placement of gold in stream
The details for the January outing at the Araz 1 and 2 beds is based upon the speed
and volume of water that can
claims are as follows: We will
meet at the Chevron gas sta- run in rivers, stream beds, or
creeks. Gold is 19 times heavtion at 9:00 a.m. on Friday,
ier than an equivalent
January 18, 2019, or at 9:00
volume of water. It is about 6
a.m. Saturday, January 19,
2019. When we arrive, you will times heavier than the solid
be directed to the best spots material flowing down from
higher elevations in rapid wafor mining gold.
The details for the February ter as a result of a melting
snow pack and rain. Realizing
Potholes mining outing. We
will meet at the Imperial Date how heavy gold is will lead
Garden on 1517 York Road at you to the next fact about
9:00 a.m. Friday, February 15, gold depositing. When rapidly
2019 or at 9:00 a.m. Saturday, moving heavy waters pick up
gold flakes or nuggets and
February 16, 2019. When we
arrive we will be shown the 4 carries them down a watercourse, anything that slows
claims.
the current down gives the
The details for the Twenty
gold a chance to settle out
Palms gold prospecting outand sink to the bottom.
ing are as follows: We will
When you get to the site of
meet at the intersection of
your
claim, which many times
Hwy. 62 and Gold Crown Road
is
near
a stream bed or anat 9:00 a.m. Friday, March 22,
cient
waterway,
look up2019, or 9:00 a.m. Saturday,
stream.
Analyze
the twists and
March 23, 2019. From there
bends
as
water
would
come
you will be guided to the
toward you. One of the first
claim. There is room at the
things you look for is some
claim to park motor homes

Jan 2019
kind of obstruction to the flow
of water. An example that all
prospectors with a minimum
of experience know of is big
boulders. If you see a big
boulder in the stream, especially if it is near a bend, it has
slowed the water. If you have
looked at rocks in a flowing
steam, no doubt you have
seen eddies or swirling areas
on the DOWNSIDE of rocks
sticking up out of the water.
That is because the water has
slowed. As a gold flake rounds
the boulder it is heavy enough
that the current no longer
keeps it afloat, and it sinks to
the bottom where it collects.
Rocks under the water can act
as barriers and stop gold
flakes also, but for a newbie,
collecting material on the
downside of an underwater
obstruction is probably a bit
beyond the true beginner's
capability. So one place to
start digging is the downside
of a protruding big rock. The
same is true of a tree with a
sizable trunk which may be
growing in a dry riverbed.
Here we run into an ethical
issue. If you are digging by
the trunk you run the risk of
damaging the tree. I follow
this rule (and I have found
flake behind trees). I dig
but do not cut big roots.
Cont on page 3…….

Gold Spot Price, as of 12/24
$1,271.4

Inside this issue:
Meeting, Programs
& Field Trips
Announcements &
Articles
Contacts &
Ways & Means
Calendar
Upcoming Events
Jan 12th:
10AM (Az Time) SPMA Yuma AZ
Meeting Potholes at old house
site
Jan 14th:
6:30pm, Board of Directors meeting Gem and Mineral Building in
Balboa Park.
Jan 15th:
6:30pm, General Membership
meeting at VFW in Lemon Grove
Metal detecting
Contact Frank M. Trutta
Columbia Metal Detectors 760
743-8516 or on my cell phone
760 291-7900

SPMA PROGRAMS

JANUARY – Author Todd Wirths will be discussing his book- “ Picacho/Cargo Muchachos “ (Gold ,Guns and Geology of E.
Imperial County). This will be a very interesting program.
FEBRUARY – Betty Krutzsch Johnson will be give a program on her Commercial Mining Operation on Anvil Creek ( Outside
of Nome, Alaska ). She also runs a Gold Prospecting Resort for people who want to look for placer gold on the property while
staying in a modern cabin (Alaskan Gold & Resort).

Field Trip & Event Schedule
January 18-19 Araz 1 and 2 claims
March 22-23 29 Palms
February 15-18 Potluck Presidents week end at Potholes
FOR SALE
1998 popup tent trailer. $2,500. Call John 619-654-4736
1988 Komfort Class A 30’ Motor Home Aprox. 45,000 miles All bells and whistles well maintained Marge Atwood858-566-7256
Keene 140 viber static dry washer. The motor is a commercial grade (Husqvarna) back pack blower. With this motor, it gives
plenty of air, for dirt that my be damp. Both units are for sale for $500.00, total price, obo. Will separate.
Lee Darling: 619-997-1284.

Starting February The Assay is only available on line.
www.spma-gold.org Select –news– .
No smart phone or computer: ask a friend to print one out for you or try your local library computers
GPAA UPDATE By Frank M. Trutta
Checking with GPAA I found out you can join or re-new your membership on line but will have to pay for
any items shipped to you. You can join or re-new your membership at any of their authorized dealers and
not pay for any shipping.
Should you have any questions call me at my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516.

Metal Detecting
Searching the Beaches . . . .

by Frank M. Trutta

With the winter months coming the hunting on the dry sand will be getting slimmer and slimmer with fewer
people visiting the beach. Most of the detectorist hunt up on the dry sand making targets even harder to
find. To be successful on the beach this time of year you are going to have to get your feet wet. The high
surf moves the sand off of the beach getting us down to the older layers of target bearing sand and
gravel. You will need a good multi-frequency detector like a Minelab Equinox 800, Safari. E-TRAC, Excalibur 1000 or best yet a CTX 3030. The CTX also has a optional 13” x 17” coil. This coil allows you to cover
more beach area and recover the deep targets. It is also very sensitive and can detect stud ear rings. A
pulse machine works very well in the salt water and finds deep targets, the disadvantage it finds all targets,
it does not discriminate out iron and you will dig pieces of nails and small grain size rusty stuff. I only know
of one person who uses one and he uses it rarely.
Pay attention to the radio and television as they give you
high surf and low tide reports..
Hunt smart!

Presidents message Cont from page 1
After I have removed material to wash, I fill in the hole. The government expects you to fill in your holes on federal claims; but
not forgetting to fill a hole near a tree is extra important. In the Southwest where I explore, shade is an important commodity.
As the leader of our club has often said, "A little shade from a healthy tree is more valuable than gold." Next, you must realize
the common course of gold down a waterway. Think of a steam wandering down from a mountainous area to lower elevations.
As the water makes its way, bends are created. When gold a flake hits an INSIDE BEND, it slows down. Frequently you will also
find other heavy materials that have fallen out and formed a bar. The upside of a bar on an inside bend is a very good
place to sample. If the waterway is dry, focus on where the water has caused a bend. The OUTSIDE OF A BEND would be the
area not protruding in to the stream (see drawing above right). If you see a lot of material like rocks and gravel on that shore,
that might also be a good place to dig. In a previous article about panning at Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park, I
found one flake and a tiny nugget (a small piece of quartz with a flake of gold attached to it). However, more often than not,
the inside bend of a stream bed is the first place to look for gold.
Happy Digging
Brian Turner

FROM THE YUMA GROUP
The Yuma Group has been given the go-ahead on the February outing, and the SPMA Board has
granted us the approval to invite other groups/non members and clubs to the outing who have an
interest in the SPMA or gold prospecting. The intent of the outing will be two fold (1) to have an
organized outing for the SPMA at the potholes claim, and (2) to have a membership drive for the
SPMA. The outing will be from the 15th through the 18th of February 2019. A Potluck dinner will be conducted at 2 PM on Saturday the 16th, and will have a Spanish theme. Betty
and I will be contributing tacos, chili dogs, and nachos. So please help by remembering the number of people we hope to have. There will be a designated area for all guest to park there campers
or tents while attending the outing. Also, it is requested that all non members of the SPMA check
in upon arrival so we may assist them, and more importantly to insure they know where all claim
boundary's are located. Additionally, I will have a area identified for the placing of gold prospecting equipment which you may want to sale.
For all this to be done along with many other thing, I will need addition help, IF ANY ONE IS WILLING TO HELP, please call Jim Perkey (928-503-7402). Additionally if anyone has any of those
white fold up table, or those 10 by 10 canopies, I'm sure they will be needed, please bring them.
If you know any groups, clubs, or organization which would enjoy participating in this activity,
please contact myself or one of the SPMA Board members. All invitations for groups, clubs or organization must be submitted by myself or an SPMA Officer.
Again, if anyone is willing to help me, PLEASE contact me as soon as possible
Jim and Betty Perkey, 928-503-7402
We had a very nice Christmas dinner.
A Certificate of appreciation was
given to committee volunteers.

2019
SPMA Officers

A note from Jim Perkey
On Thursday the 13 of Dec. I was contacted by Ms. Joan Taylor of Oklahoma, in that her father (a SPMA member and a winter visitor to Yuma) had
passed away. Her intent was not so much to inform us of his passing, but to
inform all of us as to the cause of his death. Russell Meredith died from Valley Fever, a fungus that is found in the dust of southern California, Arizona,
and parts of New Mexico. This could have been prevented by the use of a
mask which cost just a few cents. This is a very real disease, and can do a
great deal of damage to a person, including death. It seems to have a greater
impact to people who are not accustom to the desert such the winter visitors. Please consider this, for less then a dollar, you could save your life, or
the life of a loved one.

WAYS AND MEANS RAFFLE
A special raffle was held at the Christmas event. Families were given a free raffle ticket each
family went home with a gift.

Membership
New memberships are $55, and Renewal memberships are $45. Please make checks or money orders payable to
SPMA Membership and Mail to: SPMA Membership P O Box-904, La Mesa, Ca 91944-0904 or bring a check, money
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**Please have ads & articles submitted by the 1st Monday following general meeting**
The large bolded squared days are meeting nights. Board Meeting is the second Monday of each month,
the General Meeting is the third Tuesday of the month. Yuma meeting, The circled days are the SPMA
scheduled Outings.
January 18-19 Araz 1 and 2 claims
February 15-18 Potluck Presidents week end at Potholes
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