June 2019
THE SOUTHWESTERN PROSPECTORS
AND MINERS ASSOCIATION
- Founded 1934 Meeting held the Third Tuesday of Each Month

www.spma-gold.org

at 6:30 PM Clairemont Friendship Senior Center
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117.

President’s Message

Hello Gold Miners,

There are no gold mining
outings until September
2019. The next mining
expedition will the claim
near Red Mountain.
October’s mining trip will
be the Araz claims.
November’ excursion will
be Thanksgiving at the
Potholes.
The program for the June
general meeting will be
building a sluice. July
program is building a
Mike’s trommel.
Finding with tree roots:
Australian researchers
confirm that deep-rooted
Eucalyptus trees pilfer
gold from
ore deposits underground and transport
them into their leaves.
Eucalyptus tree roots
can delve more than
130 feet deep underground in a thirsty
search for water.
The Nature Communications journal results, reported by a team led by
Melvyn Lintern of Aus-

tralia's CSIRO
Earth Science and Resource
Evaluation science agency,
settle a long-running dispute.
Researchers had
disagreed over whether gold
particles seen in eucalyptus
leaves were merely windblown or truly represented
ore traces transported by
roots. The researchers compared eucalyptus tree leaves
at gold prospecting sites in
Western Australia with leaves
from trees 2,625 feet (800
meters) away. They also
grew eucalyptus trees in
greenhouses with potting soil
dosed with gold particles, as
well as in normal potting
soil without gold.
Leaves preferentially stored
microscopic gold particles
about eight micrometers
wide on average. Study
authors speculate the particles came from underground,
seemingly taken up by the
root system of the
trees. About 20 leaves needed to be sampled to statistically reveal the presence of
gold underneath the
trees. "Gold is probably toxic
to plants and is moved to its
extremities (such as leaves)
or in preferential
zones within cells in order to
reduce deleterious biochemical reaction," the authors
conclude. The average
concentration of gold in the
leaves was only about 46
parts per billion, less than

0.000005 percent of each
leaf by weight. For would-be
gold miners, however, eucalyptus trees might offer
cheaper, and better, clues
to gold deposits, especially
smaller ones that wide-area
drilling tests might overlook.
"Mineral exploration
will benefit by embracing
and understanding" how
leaves might reveal secrets
hidden underground, the
study authors conclude.
Junes' Gold Question: How is
gold used in space? Gold is
used by NASA in the construction of spacesuits.
Because of its excellent ability to reflect infrared light
while letting in visible light,
astronauts' visors have a
thin layer of gold on them to
protect their eyes from unfiltered sunlight. Gold is also
used for thermal
protection of vital components on the space craft.
July’s Gold Question: What
animal mines gold?
Stay Safe,
Brian Turner

Recent Gold Spot Price
$1,286.10

Upcoming Events
June 10th:
6:30pm, Board of Directors
meeting Gem and Mineral
Building in Balboa Park.
June 18th:
6:30 pm, General Membership meeting at 4425

Bannock Ave San Diego, Ca.
92117

June 23rd:
Metal Detecting La Jolla
Shores
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SPMA PROGRAMS
June– Equipment Building Demo Patrick & Michele will fabricate a couple versions of a mini
sluice. Mini sluice video <—click to see . This is an interactive event. Questions, suggestions,
picture/video taking, measuring, sharing ideas, etc.… is welcome and encouraged ! Sluices will be
included as one of the prizes at the ways & means drawing.
Bonus DIY - No need to dream about affording those expensive rubber mats any further. Hands on
instruction to make your own sluice mat, cheap !! Silicone mats have been found to be extremely
effective catching fine gold.
July- Equipment Building Demo Patrick & Michele will fabricate their own version of “Mikes
Trommel” with hand outs from Mikes site. This is an interactive event. Questions, suggestions,
picture/video taking, measuring, sharing ideas, etc.… is welcome and encouraged ! Trommel will
be included as one of the prizes at the ways & means drawing.

Field Trip & Event Schedule
June and July– No SPMA outings. See Richard Mueller Invite to Yuma River on pg. 3
August 3– Picnic at the beach. Bring your family & invite your friends ! Membership Not required to Attend.

Flyer on pg. 7 and will be available at meetings.
August 20– Swap meet in lieu of general meeting

September– Red Mountain date TBA
October– Araz Claims date TBA
November– Thanksgiving potluck at the old house site /SPMA group camp area Potholes Claim.
GPAA UPDATE By Frank M. Trutta
Checking with GPAA I found out you can join or re-new your membership on line but will have to pay for any items
shipped to you. You can join or re-new your membership at any of their authorized dealers and not pay for any
shipping. Should you have any questions call me at my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516.

Metal Detecting
Searching the Beaches . . . .

by Frank M. Trutta

Our Memorial Day weekend hunt at Pacific Beach did not produce too much. The weather was cold
and damp. Hardly anyone at the beach. I did manage to find 12 coins for $1.06 and a sterling silver
ring, Brian Kinnear found 17 coins for $1.41, Joan Rufener had 3 coins for 16 cents, my wife, Zee got
$1.50 and two pair of glasses and Bruce Madsen found 12 cents. With the warm weather on the way
the traffic at the beaches should pick up. Dry sand hunting should produce some good finds. I like to
hunt the low tide area but this time of the year a lot of sand moves up onto the beach. The targets I
did find were all 12 inches or deeper. There is usually fewer targets out in the low tide area but generally better quality hits.
The next hunt will be at La Jolla Shores on June
23rd and we will meet at 10 am to show off our
finds. There will be a 0.6 low tide at 8:23 am so
bring your machines that handle the salt water. Should you have any questions give me a call
at my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, at 760 743
-8516 or on my cell 760 291-7900.
Hunt smart!

CLAIMS COMMITTEE REPORT
The Claim Committee would like to announce that SPMA has a new claim for our Members. Do to the Efforts of Lee Darling, Michele & Patrick Ashton Donating a private Mining Claim to SPMA , We can prospect The Slim Pickens claim that is located east of our
Potholes claim’s South east corner. This claim has Pickers and flakes on it. A sheet with
Map and directions to the claim is available From Michele Ashton at Membership.

YUBA RIVER HUNT FOR GOLD INVITATION
I plan to leave early AM on June 7th or late the 6th.

Looking for some prospectors who want to share in labor and the hunt for gold. We are looking to
sluice and dig to bedrock in an effort to find gold. We want people who will share in the duties. The
initial trip is helping set up camp, bring the propane refrigerator in and supplies. Tents only and I
leave my tent up the whole summer. This will take less than half a day. After that we will work as a
team. We eat great and BS around the camp fire at night. I will be bringing my quad, with trailer up
there now to help haul the supplies to the camp site from where the cars are parked. A passenger car
will make it past the first gate in a secured area and we can car pool down below and past the second
gate. 4 x 4 is ideal but not with a long wheel base due to turns and the narrow dirt road. We can also
ride share from San Diego. Due to claim expenses, bull dozing the road and more we let you keep the
first 1/4 Oz. (Example: If only 4 people went and 1 Oz was found, then all 4 would get a 1/4 Oz.) After
that then 25% goes to the claim owners and the rest is split among us. We will most likely be going
up there 4-5 times over the summer for about a week at a time. Who helps out on the first trip, gets
first crack in coming back. The ideal number of people this time is 6 -7 due to two projects we will be
working on. The claim is about an 10-11 hour drive from say El Cajon. We have 2 claims with us working mostly the 1/4 mile claim and with future projects to work the 1/2 mile claim. For more info
please call me at 619-445-0800 or an e-mail to richalp@cox.net.
-Richard Mueller
619-445-0800
https://www.minersgallery.com/
3803 Via Palo Verde Lago
Alpine, Calif. 91901

Executive Board Announcement
We Heard You & Took Action.
Board meeting minutes and Treasures report will be
posted & available for review at the general meetings.

SPMA MEMBER SURVEY
(Name not Required)

1. What training would you like at future association meetings? Example: Equipment set up and demonstrations, hands-on workshop /equipment making, map reading, filling out claim use forms, filing a claim,
geology, how to read topography, finding gold, melting gold, dowsing for gold, anything else ?

2. Would you be willing to volunteer to give future training? Yes
No
What subject would you like to give training on? **Provide name or send email .**
3. Prizes you want on the Ways-n-Means raffle beside gold bags or nuggets? Example: rake, pick, dowsing rods, gold melting tools, camping gear, folding shovel, hammer, pick, gold vial, gold pan, sand scoop,
1 yr (free) dues renewal, large prize once or twice a yr, some other prize ? give us your ideas.
4. List refreshments you want at our meetings.
5. Would you like to have a DIY build / hands on training out in the field or in a backyard dry creek?
Yes
No
6. Would you like more group outings with potluck and events?
Yes
No
7. Which of our claims you want to have future outings at?
8. What events would you like to see at group outings? Example: Raffle, panning/ metal detecting contests, equipment demonstrations, group dig, some other contest or event?

9. A) Do you like the photo sharing page on the website? B) Do you want to continue it?
a) Yes No
b) Yes No

10. Do you have any recommendations for the website?

11. Do you have any recommendations for the News Letter ?

12. What two things do you like / enjoy most about the Association?

13. Is there something you dislike about the Association or would like to see changed ?

We want to hear what you have to say ! Your opinion is important to us. With your help we can make the best
choices for you & the association in the future. Drop off your answers into the box behind Membership at the General
meeting to remain anonymous or email to : Patrick.ashton@yahoo.com
** Your name is only required for instructor requests. The Secretary will maintain your anonymity if you email
survey. OR If you wish to put your reply in the box at the general meeting so as not to disclose identity of survey
responses to anyone; send an email requesting to give training. **

Email System - Sign up to have The Assay sent to you!
The SPMA has created a comprehensive email list. The email system will allow us to email the monthly News Letter
to you. To sign up just go to the Contact page on the website and fill out the form. Completing this form only takes
about ten seconds. This is a good thing so please sign up. If you wish to, you can always discontinue SPMA emails
by clicking on the "unsubscribe" link at the bottom of your email. The Assay will still be posted on the SPMA website
each month. Tom Heffernan, Website Manager

Membership

New memberships are $55. Renewal memberships are $45. Please make check or money order payable
to SPMA Membership. Mail to: SPMA Membership P O Box-904, La Mesa, Ca 91944-0904 or bring a

check, money order, or cash to a meeting; pay Treasurer Lee Darling . Michele Ashton is our
membership manager she will provide member cards, claim maps & new member packets. If you did
not receive yours or require a replacement contact her at spma.memership@hotmail.com

This year Only– Past due members will not be charged the $10.00 late fee. Renew Today !
New Claim – The newly added claim can be e-mailed to you if you are an up-to-date paid member. Send
Membership an e-mail (include your full name). Need a whole new set of maps ? Can e-mailed that as well.

Signatures________________________________________Date__________

LIABILITY AND A CONTRACT AND I SIGN IT OF MY OWN FREE WILL.

I CERTIFY THAT I HAVE READ THIS DOCUMENT AND I FULLY UNDERSTAND IT’S CONTENT. I
AM AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF

I HEARBY ASSUME, FOR MYSELF, MY FAMILY, AND MY VISITORS, ALL THE
RISKS OF PARTICIPATING IN ANY/ALL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE
S.P.M.A. Including and risks that may arise from negligence or carelessness on the
part of the person(s) or entities. SPMA is released from dangerous or defective
equipment or property owned, maintained or controlled by them or because of their
possible liability without fault. I hereby consent to receive medical treatment, which
may be deemed advisable in the event of injury, accident, and/or illness during this
activity. I further acknowledge that the collection of precious minerals is not guaranteed by the S.P.M.A. I further understand that all activities are at my own risk.

ACCIDENT WAIVER AND RELEASE of LIABILITY

Renewal
Print, Cut along dotted line mail in or bring to a meeting.

San Diego County Fair
Joe Johanek will have a Fair sign-up sheet
for those members at tht meeting. Who
would like to work at the Fair booth this
year?
You will be given a FREE ticket to the Fair

for each day you work. There are 3 shifts
per day.
Fair runs May 31st to July 4th. Open
Wednesday thru Sunday. Hours 10AM to
10PM.
The Fair gives us the Chance to promote
the Association and Gold Prospecting To

the public.
Joe Johanek

SPMA ANNUAL PICNIC
Saturday August 3rd
9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
East Vacation Isle / Ski Beach

Friends & Family
Metal Detector
Beach chairs
Water toy
Drinks
SPMA will provide punch

Buy your tickets early
Pre sale $5.00 per person
Day of Picnic $7.00

Volunteers Needed
For Information
Call RJ 619-461-9066
OR

Brian 858-864-0465
Print, Cut & Send with payment

We need a head count for shopping.
Please turn in your reservation early
Fee goes toward food bill

Events
Metal Detecting Contest ($1.00)

Games & Activities
Panning Contest
Lots of Food & Fun

Picnic Reservation Form
Yes, I will attend the SPMA picnic on Saturday August 3rd, 2019 Pease plan on

Members Name _________________
Children (10 & under) #______ (FREE)
#_______@ $5.00 ea = $ __________Total
Submitted

Make checks payable to SPMA
mail by July 15th to:

P.O. Box 904 La Mesa CA. 91944-0904

Guests_____________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

Ways and Means
Gold Nugget Winners

8.0 Gram - Brian Steves

10.0 Gram - Mary Troseth

9.0 Gram - Monte McCoy

11.0 Gram - Mary Troseth

Greg Terrones
Introducing A few of your Committee Members

Joe Joanek

Pam Clements
News & Information

Claims Committee
Gold Committee
Fair Committee

Blakely Sanford
Yahoo Forums

Your Officers

Joan Rufener
Refreshments

Your Committee Members

President

Brian Turner

858-864-0465

Vice
President

Richard Martin

619-792-5464

Secretary

Patrick Ashton

619-339-7631

Treasurer

Lee Darling

619-997-1284

Sr. Director

Joan Rufener

619-302-2824

Jr. Director

RJ Wingo

619-461-9066

Past
President

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Membership under
the Secretary

Michele Ashton

Photagrapher

Rozalynn Laffoon

619-423-6426

Assay Editor

Michele Ashton

619-434-1473

Mining Demos

Richard Seany

619-460-2736

Claims Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Gold Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Metal Detecting

Frank Trutta

760-743-8516

Ways and Means

Greg Terrones

619-948-8613

Refreshments

Joan Rufener

619-302-2824

Trip Coordinator

Brian Turner

858-864-0465

Fair Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Website manager

Tom Heffernan

619-697-8187

SPMA website

www.spma-gold.org

Yuma Group

Jim Perkey
JBPerkey@hotmail.com

928-503-7402

News & Info

Pam Clements

619-208-8414

Yahoo Forum

Blakely Sanford

760-633-1787

spma.membership@hotma 619-434-1473
il.com

assayeditor@hotmail.com

Legislative Rep.
Programs

Message Center ATT

619-503-7402



FOR SALE
At the meeting, 3 Gallon buckets with lids $1.50 each. For large orders contact
Kent 619-449-5116

Southwestern Prospectors &
Miners Association
P.O. Box 904 La Mesa, CA
91944-0904
(619) 685-4488

General Meeting Location

We’re On
Line !

San Diego General meeting will be held every
3rd Tuesday each month at 6:30 to 9:30 pm. at:
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117. Our
meeting location is on the back side of the building (South side of building). The rest of the building is closed and will be locked.

www.spma-gold.org
Yahoo Forums
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma2

Please submit Assay articles by the 1st Monday following
the general meeting to Michele Ashton
assayeditor@hotmail.com

http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma_Members_Only

Blue lettering in this Assay is a link. Click or touch

The square colored days are meeting nights. Board Meeting is the second Monday of each month, the General Meeting is
the third Tuesday of the month. Yuma meeting, The circled textured days are scheduled Outings.
 May 31-July 4th San Diego Fair
 June 23rd Metal Detecting La Jolla Shores
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