March 2019
THE SOUTHWESTERN PROSPECTORS
AND MINERS ASSOCIATION
- Founded 1934 Meeting held the Third Tuesday of Each Month

www.spma-gold.org

Click

at 7PM Clairemont Friendship Senior Center
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117.

President’s Message

Hello Miners,
We are moving. General
meetings will now and
hereafter be held at 4425
Bannock Avenue, San Diego, CA 92117. The next
meeting is on March 19,
2019, at 7:00p.m.
The details for the Twenty
Palms gold prospecting
outing are as follows: We
will meet at the intersection of Hwy. 62 and Gold
Crown Road at 9:00 a.m.
Friday, March 22, 2019, or
9:00 a.m. Saturday, March
23, 2019. From there you
will be guided to the claim.
There is room at the claim
to park motor homes and
campers.
Here are the details for the
Red Mountain outing. We
will meet at the intersection of Hwy 395 and Osdick
Road at 9:00a.m. Friday,
April 19, 2019, or on
9:00a.m. Saturday, April 20,
2019. From there we will
tour the claim.
Gold Experimentation: Making gold from
lead. Before chemistry was
a science, there was alchemy. One of the supreme
quests of alchemy is to
transmute lead into gold.

Lead (atomic number 82) and
gold (atomic number 79) are
defined as elements by the number of protons they possess.
Changing the element requires
changing the atomic (proton)
number. The number of protons
cannot be altered by any chemical means. However, physics
may be used to add or remove
protons and thereby change one
element into another.
Because lead is stable, forcing it
to release three protons requires
a vast input of energy, such that
the cost of transmuting it greatly
surpasses the value of the resulting gold.
Transmutation of lead into gold
isn't just theoretically possible it has been achieved! There are
reports that Glenn Seaborg,
1951 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, succeeded in transmuting a
minute quantity of lead (possibly
en route from bismuth, in 1980)
into gold. There is an earlier
report (1972) in which Soviet
physicists at a nuclear research
facility near Lake Baikal in Siberia
accidentally discovered a reaction for turning lead into gold
when they found the lead shielding of an experimental reactor
had changed to gold.
Today particle accelerators routinely transmute elements. A
charged particle is accelerated
using electrical and/or magnetic
fields. In a linear accelerator, the
charged particles drift through a
series of charged
tubes separated by gaps. Every
time the particle emerges be-

tween gaps, it is accelerated by
the potential difference between adjacent segments. In a
circular accelerator, magnetic
fields accelerate particles
moving in circular paths. In
either case, when the accelerated particles impacts a target
material, potentially knocking
free protons or neutrons, a
new element or isotope is created. Nuclear reactors also
may be used for creating elements, although the conditions
are less controlled.
In nature, new elements are
created by adding protons and
neutrons to hydrogen atoms
within the nuclear reactor of a
star, producing increasingly
heavier elements, up to iron
(atomic number 26). This process is called nucleosynthesis.
Elements heavier than iron are
formed in the stellar explosion
of a supernova. In a supernova
gold may be made into lead,
but not the other way around.
While it may never be commonplace to transmute lead
into gold, it is practical to obtain gold from lead ores. The
minerals galena (lead sulfide,
PbS), cerussite (lead carbonate,
PbCO3), and anglesite (lead
sulfate, PbSO4) often contain
zinc, gold, silver, and other
metals. Once the ore has been
pulverized, chemical techniques are sufficient to separate the gold from the lead. The
result is almost alchemy.
May the gold be with you.
Brian Turner

Recent Gold Spot Price
$1,333.80

Upcoming Events
March 9th:
10 am, (AZ Time) SPMA Yuma
Meeting. Old house site potholes.
March 11th:
6:30pm, Board of Directors
meeting Gem and Mineral
Building in Balboa Park.
March 19th:
7:00pm, General Membership
meeting at 4425 Bannock Ave
San Diego, Ca. 92117
March :
Metal Detecting
March 22-23:
29 Palms Outing
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SPMA PROGRAMS
MARCH - SPMA Member Blaine Cunningham will give a lecture and demonstration of a Gold separation machine- Gold
Flex Cone (built by Alluvial Gold in Russia) . Can work EITHER dry or wet material ( 5 gallons in 10 minutes). Do Not miss this
program .
APRIL - TBA

Field Trip & Event Schedule
March 22-23 trip to 29 Palms We will meet at the intersection of Hwy. 62 and Gold Crown Road<—click 4 map at 9:00
a.m. Friday, March 22, 2019, or 9:00 a.m. Saturday, March 23, 2019. From there you will be guided to the claim. There is
room at the claim to park motor homes and campers.
APRIL 19-20 We will meet at the intersection of Hwy 395 and Osdick Road <—click 4 map at 9:00a.m. Friday April 19,
2019 or 9:00a.m. Saturday April 20, 2019. From there we will tour the claim.

New Email System - Sign up to have The Assay sent to you!
To better communicate with our members, the SPMA has decided to create a comprehensive email list.
Our new email management system will allow us to email the monthly Assay at a great cost savings. To
sign up just go to the Contact
click webpage on the website and fill out the 3-line form. Completing
this form only takes about ten seconds. This is a good thing so please sign up. If you wish to, you can always discontinue SPMA emails by clicking on the "unsubscribe" link at the bottom of each email. The Assay will still be posted on the SPMA website each month. A few printed copies will be available at the
monthly meetings but we will no longer be sending printed Assays out by regular mail. We are on a tight
budget. Your cooperation will be much appreciated. Tom Heffernan, Website Manager

GPAA UPDATE By Frank M. Trutta
Checking with GPAA I found out you can join or re-new your membership on line but will have to pay for any items shipped to you. You can
join or re-new your membership at any of their authorized dealers and not pay for any shipping. Should you have any questions call me at
my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516.

Metal Detecting
Searching the Beaches . . . .

by Frank M. Trutta

Finds at Pacific Beach were slim, no cuts, too much sand on the beach despite the nice low tide. The morning temperature
was brisk but warmed up quick.
John Howe had 7 coins for 16 cents, Jim Jupena found a few items, Bruce Madsen had 6 coins for his first time at the beach,
Brian Kinnear found 22 coins for $1.36, My wife Zee found 18 coins and a 10K gold chain, I found a junk stud ear ring, toe
ring and a junk ring and 17 coins, Terry Stasch had 10 coins and a two foot long ¼” chain.
The March 24th hunt will be at Oceanside by the pier and
meet just south of the pier at 10:00. There will be a -0.8
tide first thing in the morning so bring you water machines. Should you have any questions call me at my
shop, Columbia Metal Detectors 760 743-743-8516 or
my cell phone 760 291-7900.
The winter storms have produced few cuts compared to
past years. Some of my customers reported a few cuts
with older silver coins being found like a 1899 silver quarter. Don’t forget the number one rule - -your detector has
to be on.
Hunt Smart!

General Meeting Location
February was the final general meeting at the VFW in Lemon Grove. Starting March 19, 2019; and every 3rd
Tuesday each month at 7:00 to 9:30 pm. San Diego General meeting will be held at:
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117.
Click for map
The front of the building faces ( North), and North Clairemont Recreation center is to the West. There is a U
shaped parking lot, plus a overflow parking lot at the( North Clairemont Recreation center). Our meeting location in on the back side of the building (South side of building). Doors with arrows are the access Doors to the
meeting room. The rest of the building is closed and will be locked.

Potholes Outing Membership Drive Hit It Out Of The Ball Park
Regardless of a couple of setbacks the event went off with-out a hitch. Despite the rain shower mid-week in the Yuma
area and the downpour and flooding in San Diego over 65 people attended the event. Among those were many members from the Yuma group and a few from San Diego. There were also several non-members from varied areas curious
about prospecting and seasoned prospectors considering joining. The route was well marked, by Jim Perkey, and easily followed by new comers to find us. Some mentioned they thought they were lost but, followed the markers; delighted to see a few motor homes and the “Check in” sign as they rounded the corner near the old house site.
It was very windy but nice & sunny otherwise. The ground was damp a few inches down from previous days rain.
However, that did not stop anyone from pursuing the yellow stuff we are all in search of. Everyone young and old found
gold. Equipment and training were presented to the new folks in need. Excitement was in the air upon watching that
shiny gold stuff, as it emerges from behind the black sand in their pan, for the first time…. right then and there, the
bug hit-em! Sam Radding assisted a few of the less experienced and shared his
knowledge with all. Lee Darling guided a group through all our claims at potholes pointing out good areas to look for gold. Brian Turner guided in a few folks from the Imperial
date gardens on York Rd. Mike Klatt operated the check in booth, passed out free SPMA
stickers he printed in his shop & donated, assisted at camp with whatever was required,
gave a demonstration on how to break boulders and kept a nice fire burning that was
much welcome warmth during the cold windy nights. The last day a long-time Arizona
member Sam, a border patrol agent, found a 1 penny nugget in a tailing pile with his
Stickers donated by Mike Klatt
metal detector.
Saturday afternoon we had a generous spread, hosted by Jim & Betty Perkey, of meats, salsa, tortillas, rice, chips, salads, fruits and deserts. Everyone brought an ample dish to share. If you left hungry it wasn’t due to lack of food. There
was plenty for everyone and enough left over for another group lunch on Sunday.
With the ways and means items not provided, the cancelation of the raffle was imminent; Jim Perkey and Lee Darling
swiftly worked behind the scenes to put together a drawing. They purchased raffle tickets in town and assembled a
table of items and donations. The raffle included: gold bags, hats, t-shirts, and gold pans that were left over from last
year’s fair. Mike Klatt donated a few digging tools, microscope loop and a very nice USB rechargeable electronic lighter, Patrick Ashton donated his blue bowl w/ pump and Jim Perkey donated a gorgeously handcrafted knife, sheath
and stand worth several hundred dollars. Appealing as the donated items were, members were very disappointed to
find the large nuggets were missing from the table as advertised. A few members eager to purchase big dollar gold
bags were disheartened to find they were none available. Never the less, the ways N means line was 10 foot long. Lee
sold a few gold bags, hats, T shirts and gold pans w/a vile netting
$202.00 in profits. 50/50 tickets grossed $245 earning $122.50 in
profits and the ways & means raffle netted $310.00. There were people coming and going to base camp all week-end. Members renewing
and new folks joining. Last heard there were 16 renewals and 10 new
joins; procuring roughly $1,400.00 in memberships for the week-end.
After the event was over a few curious possible new members trickled
in Sunday PM and Monday AM asking about the organization and how
to join. We may have picked up a couple more members. Our organization had a remarkably effective & profitable 3-day membership drive
generating over $2,000 for our coffers. If you did not attend, we welcome you to partake with us, contribute and support our organization
in the next event. It was an enjoyable rewarding experience for all.

Bravo

Zulu

Everyone attending the SPMA president’s weekend outing at Potholes express our sincere appreciation to
Betty Perkey. Her dedication and attention to detail ensured the Potluck was an enormous success. Assisting, her husband, Jim in the rigorous and demanding set up of: awnings, tables, and chairs to preparing, coordinating and organizing dinner on Saturday and Lunch on Sunday. She prepared several tasty dishes enjoyed by all. The outing was a huge success. As always, Betty and Jim went above and beyond doing a fabulous job. We are fortunate to have such wonderful, thoughtful friends, and want thank them for their time
and effort in support of our organization.

Due to the resignation of the Vice-President and Secretary of SPMA
The SPMA will hold a SPECIAL election for these positions.
Members running for the positions:
Vice-President Richard Martin
Secretary Patrick Ashton
If any other SPMA member who would like to run for these offices Please contact me at :
joe4409@aol.com
click by March 21th.
A special ballot will be Emailed out to the membership at the End of March .
Joseph Johanek
Nomination committee

Introduction of Incoming Ways and Means Chairman
Please afford me a minute of your reading time, and the opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Greg Terrones, I
have been a member of S.P.M.A. since 2003, and I will be the new Ways and means person performing the raffles at the
general meetings. As we are starting anew in 2019 with new people in several board and committee positions, including
myself, please feel free to message me with any requests or suggestions you may have for items you would like to see
on the raffle table as prize items, keeping in mind we have a small operating budget. If you do decide to message me,
please include your contact information so that I may reply to you.
I am looking forward to a good year for the Association, and hope to see everyone at the meetings and other functions,
so that with everyone’s interest, support, and participation, we can improve and build a better and stronger association,
and have a lot of fun doing it!
Be seeing you! Greg Terrones

WAYS AND MEANS
David Partin won a 12 grain nugget
Pat Regan won a 12 grain nugget
Jim Perkey won a 14 grain nugget
Anton Silvereagle won a 15 grain nugget

Claims Use Forms
We have two types of claim forms, a Mail-in Claim Form. and an Email Claim Form .<—click . Or go to the SPMA web site http://
spma-gold.org/pages/news-info.html click on the NEWS –INFO tab at the left side of the page then follow the links for each to
check them out. We hope that by making the forms quick and easy to use, more people will send them in. Collecting these
Claim Use Forms is important because it shows the BLM that we are actually using our claims. It also shows that we are being
responsible stewards of the land. Hauling away old trash and filling in dangerous holes also shows that we're pretty good people to have around. When we apply for new claims, the BLM takes all of this into account.

Membership
New memberships are $55. Renewal memberships are $45. Please make checks or money orders payable
to SPMA Membership and Mail to: SPMA Membership P O Box-904, La Mesa, Ca 91944-0904 or bring a
check, money order, or cash to the Meeting and see the Membership coordinator (Lyn) for assistance.

Your Committee Members
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President

Brian Turner
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Joan Rufener
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Brian Turner
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Website manager

Tom Heffernan
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Yuma Group

Jim Perkey
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Lee Darling
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FOR SALE



1998 popup tent trailer. $2,500. Call John 619-654-4736



1988 Komfort Class A 30’ Motor Home Aprox. 45,000 miles All bells and whistles well maintained Marge Atwood 858-566-7256

Southwestern Prospectors &
Miners Association
P.O. Box 904 La Mesa, CA
91944-0904
(619) 685-4488

We’re On
Line !
www.spma-gold.org
Yahoo Forums
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma2

Please submit articles by the 1st Monday following general meeting
to assayeditor@hotmail.com

http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma_Members_Only

Blue lettering in the news letter is a link. Click or touch to go there.

The square colored days are meeting nights. Board Meeting is the second Monday of each month, the General Meeting is
the third Tuesday of the month. Yuma meeting, The circled textured days are scheduled Outings.
 March 22-23 29 Palms
 March
 April 19-20 Red mountain
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