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THE SOUTHWESTERN PROSPECTORS
AND MINERS ASSOCIATION
- Founded 1934 Meeting held the Third Tuesday of Each Month

www.spma-gold.org

at 6:30 PM Clairemont Friendship Senior Center
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117.

President’s Message

Welcome to the Assay,
The details for the May
Starlight prospecting
outing are: We will
meet at the Buckman
Springs Safety
Rest Area at 8:00a.m.
Saturday, May 25,
2019. From there you
will be guided to the
Starlight claim.
There is gold mining
expeditions until September 2019. The annual picnic will be Saturday, August 3, 2019.
The program for May’s
general meeting will be
Frank Trutta talking
about metal detectors.
More than 40 million
people around the world
work in artisanal and
small-scale mining
where minerals
including gold, diamonds and cobalt are
dug up often by hand, a
report by the World
Bank and
Development Organization Pact said on
Wednesday.
Increasing demand for
metals and rising prices
have triggered a boom
in small-scale mining in

recent years, mainly in poorer countries in South America, Africa and Asia. These
mines are a vital source of
income for communities, but
many operate outside the
law and leak chemicals into
rocks, soil and rivers. Working conditions can be appalling, and the metal and
stones dug up are often
smuggled across borders on
a vast scale, sometimes by
criminal operations.
A Reuters investigation
found this week that Billions
of dollars’ worth of gold is
being smuggled out of
Africa. The World Bank and
Pact said too little was
known about how many people worked in small mines
and previous estimates,
which were often far lower
than 40 million, tended to be
partial or rely on outdated data.
“It’s time to shine a light on
this vital sector so we can
accelerate investments in
people and communities for
greater equity and sustainable economic growth,” Riccardo Puliti, the World
Bank’s head of energy
and extractives global practice, said in a statement.
The report said 16.3 million
people worked in smallscale mining in South Asia,
of which 12 million were
in India, and 9.8 million people in East Asia and the Pacific, of which 9 million were
in China.

Another 9.9 million people
worked in sub-Saharan
Africa, the report said, with
2 million in the Democratic Republic of Congo and
between 1 and 1.5 million
each in Sudan, Ghana and
Tanzania.
Just over 2 million people
work in the industry in Latin
America and the Caribbean, with 1.9 million more
in the Middle East and
North Africa and 100,000 in
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, it said.
Thirty percent of the workers globally were women,
the report found.
Minerals mined in smallscale and artisanal mines
include gold and diamonds,
used for jewelry and
investment, and tin, tungsten, tantalum and cobalt
consumed in industry, electronics and batteries that
power electric vehicles.
Gold Question: What is the
hardest element to remove
from gold during purification? Silver. Gold parting
is the separating of gold
from silver. Gold and silver
are often extracted from the
same ores and
are chemically similar and
therefore hard to separate.
Over the centuries special
means of separation
have been invented.

Continued on page

Recent Gold Spot Price
$1,275.80

Upcoming Events
May 13 th:
6:30pm, Board of Directors
meeting Gem and Mineral
Building in Balboa Park.
May 21st:
6:30 pm, General Membership meeting at 4425 Bannock Ave San Diego, Ca.
92117

May 26th:
Metal Detecting Mission
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SPMA PROGRAMS
MAY– Frank Trutta of Columbia Metal Detectors will give a presentation on some of the most popular metal detectors and
how to use them.
June– TBA

Field Trip & Event Schedule
MAY 25th Starlight We will meet at the Buckman Springs Safety Rest Area <—click 4 google map at 8:00a.m. Saturday, May 25, 2019. From there you will be guided to the Starlight claim.

Email System - Sign up to have The Assay sent to you!
To better communicate with our members, the SPMA has created a comprehensive email list. The email
management system will allow us to email the monthly Assay to you. To sign up just go to the Contact
page on the website and fill out the form. Completing this form only takes about ten seconds. This is a
good thing so please sign up. If you wish to, you can always discontinue SPMA emails by clicking on the
"unsubscribe" link at the bottom of each email. The Assay will still be posted on the SPMA website each
month. Tom Heffernan, Website Manager

GPAA UPDATE By Frank M. Trutta
Checking with GPAA I found out you can join or re-new your membership on line but will have to pay for any items shipped to
you. You can join or re-new your membership at any of their authorized dealers and not pay for any shipping. Should you
have any questions call me at my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516.

Metal Detecting
Searching the Beaches . . . .

by Frank M. Trutta

Our Mission Beach hunt went well. Lots of targets were found to keep it interesting but nothing to brag
about. We had nice overcast weather to make hunting nice, with the weather warming up the beach traffic
should pick up quite a bit and people will be reseeding the beach for us.
I came up with 24 coins for $2.37 a junk and a sterling silver ring, all of this in the low tide area, my wife Zee
beat us all with 45 coins for $3.50 and 3 toy cars, Terry Stasch had $2.03 a gold colored band and a 4lb.
crack hammer, John Howe got 17 coins for $1.48, Casey found 26 coins for $2.30, Bruce Madsen found 12
coins, Joan Rufener found 18 coins for $1.73, junk ring, 3 junk ear rings and 3 cars.
Our next hunt will at Pacific Beach just south of the
pier on Sunday May 26th early in the morning and
meeting at 10:00 to show off our treasures. This
beach is not heavily used as Mission Beach but
there are motels and hotels drawing out of state
people who leave stuff for us to find. Should you
have any questions call me at my shop, Columbia
Metal Detectors, at 760 743-8516 or on my cell
phone 760 291-7900.
Hunt smart!

Property Rights Triumph over Critical Habitat says Supreme Court
On November 27, 2018, the US Supreme Court ruled unanimously that the US Department of Interior
cannot designate critical habitat for a species when that species does not currently live there.
In 2001, the US Fish and Wildlife Service declared the dusky gopher frog endangered. After the Service
was sued by environmental groups, the agency identified critical habitat in 2012 that included 1,544
acres in St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana, which the Service identified as Conservation Unit 1. The frogs
did not occupy this habitat, and had not been seen in the state for 50 years. The property was rich in
timber and the owner was leasing a portion of this land to Weyerhauser. While ponds are present on the
property, there are no endangered frogs and the property lacks the “forest canopy” necessary for their
survival.
The property owner was told he could make changes to his property to make it suitable for the species
at his own cost. One alternative proposal from the Service was for the Army Corps to deny a permit if
one was requested, which would prohibit the landowner from using 60% of the property. He stood to
lose around $34 million if he could no longer lease his property to harvest timber.
The Center for Biological Diversity and the Gulf Restoration Network intervened on behalf of the Service.
The landowners, with the exception of Weyerhauser, were represented by the Pacific Legal Foundation.
A lower court ruled against the property owner. The case was heard on appeal by the 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals. Four of the five judges agreed with the lower court. However, Judge Priscilla R. Owen, in a dissenting opinion, stated, “...the Service’s position that Unit 1 is ‘essential for the conservation of the species’ is illogical on its face. ...The Government is aware that Unit 1 cannot be used for the conservation
of the dusky gopher frog because someone or some entity would have to significantly modify Unit 1 to
make it suitable for frog habitat. Unsuitable habitat is not essential for the conservation of the species.”
The 5th Circuit Court denied the request for an en banc (all seventeen judges) hearing even though six
judges sided with dissenting Judge Owen. The case was appealed to the US Supreme Court.
The US Supreme Court considered two questions: (1) whether “critical habitat” under the ESA must also
be habitat; and (2) whether a federal court may review an agency decision not to exclude a certain area
from critical habitat because of the economic impact of such a designation.
In a unanimous opinion, the Court found:
1. An area is eligible for designation as critical habitat under §1533(a)(3)(A)(i) only if it is habitat for the
species. That provision, the sole source of authority for critical-habit designations, states that when the
Secretary lists a species as endangered he must also “designate any habitat of such species which is
then considered to be critical habitat.” It does not authorize the Secretary to designate the area as critical habitat unless it is also habitat for the species. (Emphasis added.)
2. The Secretary’s decision not to exclude an area from critical habitat under §1533(b)(2) is subject to
judicial review. (Emphasis added.)
The US Supreme Court decision was 8-0; debate and briefs took place before the appointment of Judge
Kavanaugh, so he did not take part in the consideration or decision.
The 5th Circuit Court decision was vacated and remanded for reconsideration in light of the US Supreme
Court ruling.
There is one other point I want to highlight. On page 13 of the US Supreme Court opinion, it states:
“Section 4(b)(2) states that the Secretary ‘shall designate critical habitat . . . after taking into consideration the economic impact, the impact on national security, and any other relevant impact, of specifying
any particular area as critical habitat...’” (Emphasis added.)
Continued next page…

Continued from page 4

I’ve made numerous trips to Washington, DC, with Clark Pearson of Public Lands for the People (PLP).
In fact, we will be returning to DC in January 2019, for another week of talks with influential members
of the Senate, Forest Service and EPA. We are continuing to seek regulatory relief for small-scale miners across the United States.
During our previous trips we highlighted the importance of mining in terms of national security. America
is completely dependent upon several nations who are not our friends or allies for supplies of critical
and strategic minerals and metals and those supplies can be cut off in times of conflict.
As a result of these efforts, along with those of the National Mining Association and American Mining
and Exploration Association, critical and strategic minerals and metals were included in the National
Defense Authorization Act.
On August 13, 2018, President Donald Trump signed the National Defense Authorization Act, which, for
the first time, recognized critical and strategic minerals and metals as an essential part of our national
defense.
Clark Pearson of PLP had this to say: “The Supreme Court case reaffirms PLP’s legal and political
stance and is a step in the right direction. The case reaffirms property rights rather than placing species
over and above our rights. Our goal is to include the miner and mining claims as a matter of national
security, whereby the agency must give deference to the needs of the miner over species when a conflict arises.”
Congressman Paul Gosar (R-Arizona), Chairman of the Western Caucus, stated, “The Supreme Court ruling is a victory for the Constitution and private property rights. In an unanimous 8-0 ruling, the Court
found the federal government has no authority to lock up private land for species that don’t habitat the
land that is being locked up. In doing so, the Court wiped out the unconstitutional Court of Appeals decision and sent the case back to the 5th Circuit with specific instructions. The American people are tired
of the land grabs, especially those from the previous administration. The Endangered Species Act is 45
years old and has a 3 percent recovery rate. It is far past time that Congress bring the ESA into the 21st
Century, and addressing the numerous issues associated with critical habitat designations is something
that should be on the table.”
The case is Weyerhaeuser Company v. US Fish and Wildlife Service, et. al. (US Supreme Court opinion;
No. 17-71).
January Issue “©2019 ICMJ’s Prospecting and Mining Journal, www.icmj.com. Reprinted with permission.”

ICMJ's Prospecting & Mining Journal
PO Box 2260, Aptos, CA 95001
PHONE (831) 479-1500 • FAX (831) 479-4385
editor@icmj.com
www.icmj.com
The most comprehensive and respected gold prospecting magazine on the market.
Published monthly since 1931. Available in print and online.

Ways and Means
No name given for Door Prize $15.00 worth of Table Raffle Tickets
Special Drawing Winners

Gold Nugget Winners

John troseth chair
Joel Stilwagon Watch
Anton Silbernagel walkie talkie

Brian Steeves
8.8 grain nugget
Anton Silbernagel 9.0 and 11.9 grain nugget
Thom Dinas
10.3 grain nugget

Greg Terrones
We have two types of claim forms, a Mail-in and an Email <—click . SPMA web site http://spma-gold.org/pages/newsinfo.html click NEWS –INFO tab left side of the page follow the links. Send a Claim Use Form, each time you use a
claim, it’s important because it shows the BLM that we are actually using our claims, being responsible stewards of the
land, hauling away old trash and filling in dangerous holes. It also shows that we're pretty good people to have around.
When we apply for new claims, the BLM takes all of this into account.

Membership
New memberships are $55. Renewal memberships are $45. Please make checks or money orders payable
to SPMA Membership and Mail to: SPMA Membership P O Box-904, La Mesa, Ca 91944-0904 or bring a
check, money order, or cash to the meeting pay Treasurer Lee Darling . Michele Ashton is newly assigned
membership person. She will provide member cards and new member packets. If you did not receive yours
or require a replacement contact her at spma.memership@hotmail.com

Your Officers

Your Committee Members

President

Brian Turner

858-864-0465

Vice
President

Richard Martin

619-792-5464

Secretary

Patrick Ashton

619-339-7631

Treasurer

Lee Darling

619-997-1284

Sr. Director

Joan Rufener

619-302-2824

Jr. Director

RJ Wingo

619-461-9066

Past
President

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Membership under
the Secretary

Michele Ashton

Photagrapher

Rozalynn Laffoon

619-423-6426

Assay Editor

Michele Ashton

619-434-1473

Mining Demos

Richard Seany

619-460-2736

Claims Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Gold Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Metal Detecting

Frank Trutta

760-743-8516

Ways and Means

Greg Terrones

619-948-8613

Refreshments

Joan Rufener

619-302-2824

Trip Coordinator

Brian Turner

858-864-0465

Fair Committee

Joe Johanek

858-273-5987

Website manager

Tom Heffernan

619-697-8187

SPMA website

www.spma-gold.org

Yuma Group

Jim Perkey
JBPerkey@hotmail.com

928-503-7402

News & Info

Pam Clements

619-208-8414

Yahoo Forum

Blakely Sanford

760-633-1787

spma.membership@hotma 619-434-1473
il.com

assayeditor@hotmail.com

Legislative Rep.
Programs

Message Center ATT

619-503-7402

San Diego County Fair
Joe Johanek will have a Fair sign-up sheet
for those members at tht meeting. Who
would like to work at the Fair booth this
year?
You will be given a FREE ticket to the Fair

for each day you work. There are 3 shifts
per day.
Fair runs May 31st to July 4th. Open
Wednesday thru Sunday. Hours 10AM to
10PM.
The Fair gives us the Chance to promote
the Association and Gold Prospecting To

the public.
Joe Johanek

STAFFING THE 2019 SPMA BOOTH AND EXHIBIT AT THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY FAIR

The following is a staffing schedule for the SPMA Booth and exhibit
for the 2019 San Diego County Fair. If you would like to assist, pick
an open slot and call Joe Johanek at 858-273-5987 to reserve a
shift. At least 3 people are needed for each shift.
Ideally, we would like
4 per shifts on Fridays & Saturdays.
Setup Monday May 2

DAY

DATE

TIME

Fri
Fri
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sun
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Thu
Fri
Fri
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sun
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Thu
Fri
Fri
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sun

NAMES

5/31
5/31
Brian T. & Pam
3 -7:30
5/31
Brian T. & Pam
6-11:00
6/1
10-2:30
6/1
2-6:30
6/1
6-11:00
6/2
Brian T. & Pam
10-2:30
6/2
Brian T. & Pam
2-6:30
6/2
Brian T. & Pam
6-10:00
6/5
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
10-2:30
6/5
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
2-6:30
6/5
Blake
6-10:00
6/6
10-2:30
6/6
Debbie Hill
2-6:30
6/6
Blake
6-10:00
6/6
10-2:30
6/7
2-6:30
6/7
Debbie Hill
6-11:00
6/8
10-2:30
6/8
2-6:30
6/8
6-11:00
6/9
10-2:30
6/9
2-6:30
6/9
6-10:00
6/12
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
10-2:30
6/12
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
2-6:30
6/12
6-10:00
6/13
10-2:30
6/13
Debbie Hill
2-6:30
6/13
Blake
6-10:00
6/14
Rod, Pat, Don
10-2:30
6/14
Rod, Pat, Don
2-6:30
6/14
6-11:00
6/15
Rod, Pat, Don
10-2:30
6/15
Rod, Pat, Don
2-6:30
6/15
6-11:00
6/16
Rod, Pat
10-2:30
6/16
Rod, Pat
2-6:30
6/16
Anna, Bruce, & Madsen
6-10:00
* Work 6 or more shifts and you’ll be given a 2019 San Diego
Fair Credential for the run of the fair. The association will pay
for the credentials.
Setup: Monday May 27th 10:00

am
Take Down: July 5th

The SPMA Booth and Exhibit isopenfrom 10:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m. daily, except Fri. & Sat. night when close is 11:00 and the 4th
of July when close is Midnight.
Volunteers who work the booth are given free admission to the Fair
on the day they are scheduled to work. Operating instructions
will be available in writing in the booth.

This year the fair will be closed all Mondays and Tuesdays
DATE
DAY
in June
Wed 6/19
Wed 6/19
Al] 6/19
Wed
6/20
Thu
6/20
Thu
6/20
Thu
6/21
Fri
6/21
Fri
6/21
Fri
6/22
Sat
6/22
Sat
6/22
Sat
6/23
Sun
6/23
Sun
6/23
Sun
Wed 6/26
Wed 6/26
Wed 6/26
6/27
Thu
6/27
Thu
6/72
Thu
6/28
Fri
6/28
Fri
6/28
Fri
6/29
Sat
6/29
Sat
6/29
Sat
6/30
Sun
6/30
Sun
6/30
Sun
7/1
Mon
7/1
Mon
7/1
Mon
7/2
Tue
7/2
Tue
7/2
Tue
7/3
Wed
7/3
Wed
7/3
Wed
7/4
Thu

Thu
Thu

TIME
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-11:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-11:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-11:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-11:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30
2-6:30
6-10:00
10-2:30

7/4

2-6:30

7/4

6-12:00

NAMES

John, Mary Matt, & Melina
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
Blake
Debbie Hill
Blake
Rod, Pat, Don
Rod, Pat, Don
Rod, Pat, Don
Rod, Pat, Don
Debbie Hill

John, Mary Matt, & Melina
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
Blake

Blake

Debbie Hill

Blake

Blake
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
John, Mary Matt, & Melina
Blake

Full
Full
Full

John, Mary, & Matt Richard Martin_______________________________
John, Mary, & Matt Richard Martin_______________________________

Francine “ Lyn “ Pardee
Lyn Pardee passed away from a long battle with cancer on
March 8th, 2019 at Kaiser Hospital. She was 76 years young.
Lyn was an active member of SPMA for many years along
with her husband William and longtime friend Colleen Jackson. She was involved in many weekend field trips with the
SPMA and on her private prospecting trips. On the SPMA
trips Lyn would help with member registration and pot Luck
dinners.
During the year, Lyn would help with setting up the annual picnic and
Christmas Party. For many years she also did Assay mailings and was the
Chairperson for Membership. Lyn personally talked to countless members
about membership and other problems. The duo of Colleen and Lyn loved
to do the SPMA Fair Booth every year and help the kids learn to pan for
gold. She was one of our most dependable volunteers, putting in countless
hours to make our Association great.
Lyn’s other passion was helping organize the unlimited hydroplane boat races on Mission Bay in September each year. Lyn was in charge of VIP Activities.
SPMA will be forever grateful for Lyn’s advice and help over the years, may
Lyn find a pot of placer gold in your new life.

President’s message con’t from cover….

The very earliest precious metals had mixes of gold and silver; gold and silver alloy is called electrum. With the advent
of coinage, methods had to be invented to remove impurities from the gold so that gold of specific purities could be
made. Cupellation was able to remove gold and silver from mixtures containing lead and other metals, but silver could
not be removed. Gold parting as a process was specifically invented to remove the silver. The main ancient process of
gold parting was by salt cementation and there is archaeological evidence of that process from the 6th century BC in
Sardis, Lydia. In the post-medieval period parting using antimony, sulfates and mineral acids was also used. In the
modern period chlorination using the Miller process, and electrolysis using the Wohlwill process are the most widely
used methods of refining gold by removing silver and platinum.
Junes' Gold Question? How is gold used in space?
Good luck and better gold.
Brian Turner



FOR SALE
At the meeting, 3 Gallon buckets with lids $1.50 each. For large orders contact
Kent 619-449-5116

Southwestern Prospectors &
Miners Association
P.O. Box 904 La Mesa, CA
91944-0904
(619) 685-4488

General Meeting Location

We’re On
Line !

San Diego General meeting will be held every
3rd Tuesday each month at 6:30 to 9:30 pm. at:
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117. Our
meeting location is on the back side of the building (South side of building). The rest of the building is closed and will be locked.

www.spma-gold.org
Yahoo Forums
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma2

Please submit articles by the 1st Monday following general meeting
to assayeditor@hotmail.com

http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/spma_Members_Only

Blue lettering in this Assay is a link. Click or touch to
go there.
The square colored days are meeting nights. Board Meeting is the second Monday of each month, the General Meeting is
the third Tuesday of the month. Yuma meeting, The circled textured days are scheduled Outings.
 MAY 25 Starlight outing
 MAY 26 Metal detecting Pacific Beach
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