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Dredging
showdown
scheduled
for May 1

Miners in
San Diego
area hit a
road block

COOLIN’ THE FEVER!

PLP calls on miners
to rally for ‘Super
Bowl’ court battle

U.S. Forest Service plans
to close roads to claims

By BRAD JONES
Managing Editor

As the May 1 court date approaches, Public Lands for the
People is getting pumped up in
preparation for what could be the
biggest legal battle for miners’
rights ever fought in California.
The PLP has led the fight
against the statewide ban on
suction dredge mining since the
moratorium was imposed in 2009.
Several other mining and land
rights groups have since joined the
fray. Among them are the Western Mining Alliance and now the
Pacific Legal Foundation.
Miners muscle up
“We’re nearing the end and
a lawsuit is like lifting a barbell;
It’s easy at the start, tougher in
the middle and even harder at the
end,” Hobbs said. “It takes everything you’ve got.”
Hobbs reminds miners that
much is at stake in the May 1 court
case and it’s no time to throw in the
towel.
“We’ve come this far. We can’t
turn back now,” Hobbs said. “We
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By BRAD JONES
Managing Editor

Photo by Michael Greyshock

Young Ava Mantle finds a way to cool off on a hot day at the American River while panning
for gold at the Marshall Gold Discovery Park in Coloma, Calif., the site where the California
Gold Rush was sparked.

Mercury new ‘gold rush’ for environmentalists

WMA responds to mainstream
media myths, misconceptions
By SARAH REIJONEN
For the GPAA

A new gold rush has begun and environmentalists are
looking to reap the benefits.
The Western Mining Alliance responded to a USA Today article that the WMA claims blows the threat of mer-

cury contamination out of proportion and gives more fodder to environmentalists looking to cash in on a mercury
gold rush.
The article, based on a six-page paper released by Dr.
Michael Singer of the University of California, Santa Barbara, found that “floods erode the gravel in the valleys and
release small amounts of mercury which travel in the watershed,” according to the WMA release.
Ultimately, the study led Singer to conclude that it
would take nature approximately 10,000 years to flush
* MERCURY — Page 3

San Diego-area gold prospectors are outraged with the latest attempt by the U.S.
Forest Service to close roads to their mining
claims.
The roads are located about 60 miles
east of San Diego and provide access to at
least two different mining claims held by the
Southwestern Prospectors and Miners Association.
A Dec. 23 TV report by Michael Turko of
KUSI, a local San Diego news station, drew
attention to the plight of prospectors. In the
report, Turko said the roads are deep in the
Cleveland National Forest and Forest Service
bureaucrats want to destroy them.
“The Forest Service wants to put in steel
pipe barricades ... to keep the public from using their public lands. They even have extra
iron around the edges to stop people ...
“Forest Service officials say they want to
create a more natural looking landscape and
reduce any environmental impacts humans
and vehicles might cause,” Turko said in the
report. “The Forest Service plans to bring in
heavy equipment to destroy the old roads so
no one can use them again.”
After watching the news report, Public Lands for the People, a national mining
rights group based in Southern California,
has stepped forward to assist the prospectors
whose access to mining claims will be affected.
PLP Vice-president Walt Wegner said what
is happening in Cleveland National Forest is
a microcosm of what’s happening across the
entire country under the U.S. Forest Service
Travel Management Plans that were drawn
up by each district at the behest of the federal
government about eight years ago.
While “travel management” may sound
positive, the term is a government euphemism
for road closures on public lands, which are
* san diego — Page 6
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SHOWDOWN

Continued from Page 1

can win this case, but only with the full
support of the small-scale mining community.”
At a time when the economy is hurting and gold prices are high, it is unconscionable that the “Golden State” is preventing small-scale miners from suction
dredge mining, Hobbs said.
Contrary to what some environmentalist groups claim, modern small-scale
suction dredging does not harm fish or
fish habitat, but actually improves it by
creating more and better spawning areas.
Dredging also removes mercury and
lead shot from hunters and lead fishing
weights. In fact, the hypocrisy among
environmental groups is all too apparent when the same groups who want
dredging banned are seeking government funding to dredge for mercury and
to create fish habitat.
Hobbs and other PLP members have
appealed to everyone who uses the public lands to support the fight to keep
these lands open to mining and outdoor
recreation, such as hunting, fishing,
off-roading, camping and hiking.
The court battle has been dubbed the

We’re nearing the end and a lawsuit is like
lifting a barbell; It’s easy at the start, tougher in
the middle and even harder at the end. It takes
everything you’ve got. — PLP President Jerry Hobbs
“Super
Bowl”
because it deals
with eight consolidated cases
to date — four
lawsuits filed by
environmentalists
and four filed by
mining and land
rights groups.
It has also been
called the bottom
Jerry Hobbs
of the ninth to
signify the urgency and importance of
the case to the future of modern smallscale mining in California.
“If we lose this fight, it’s all over for
dredging in California,” Hobbs said.
The initial two-year moratorium on
suction dredge mining, Senate Bill 670,
was first signed into law by former Gov.

Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2009 and
has been extended under various pieces of legislation ever since. These laws
include Assembly Bill 120, signed by
Gov. Jerry Brown, and SB 1080.
While the PLP has a long list of accomplishments listed on its website,
the dredging battle has been one of the
most taxing because it has been dragged
out so long in the California courts for
years, exhausting resources.
For more information on land rights,
and the dredging ban in California, go
to www.plp1.org and www.goldprospectors.org.
Brad Jones is the Managing Editor / Communications Director for the Gold Prospectors
Association of America and the Lost Dutchman’s
Mining Association. He can be reached at bjones@
goldprospectors.org
Submitted photos

Above: California gold miner Rick
Eddy is not impressed with the loss of
his livelihood since the statewide moratorium on suction dredge gold mining
was imposed in 2009. Eddy has spoken
out loudly about the ban in the hopes of
getting dredgers back in the water.

Left: Gold Prospectors Association
of America member Tessa Ray has a
blast learning to dredge for gold at the
GPAA’s Cripple River Mining Camp
near Nome, Alaska. Dredging improves
fish habitat by loosening gravels and
creating better spawning areas and
refugia. It also removes mercury, lead
shot and lead fishing weights from our
rivers and streams.
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mercury from the original California
gold rush out of the valleys.
WMA Vice President Eric Maksymyk said the purpose of their press release was to set the record straight and
“shine the light of day on environmental
groups seeking funding to recover mercury, while they at the same time seek to
ban dredging.”
Small-scale suction dredging in
California was banned under Senate
Bill 670 signed by former Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger in 2009 and extended
under Gov. Jerry Brown.
A small-scale suction dredge used by
modern-day gold miners works like an
underwater vacuum cleaner to not only
recover gold, but mercury, lead and other metal debris from our waterways.
Dredging also loosens and cleans compacted, silt-covered gravels on the bottoms of streams and rivers. The clean,
loosened gravels help fish to spawn.
Dredging also creates small pockets
or depressions in the streambed. These
pockets provide refugia — or better fish
habitat which is slightly slower flowing,
cooler and deeper water, according to
scientists Claudia Wise and Joe Greene.
“Essentially, the report did no field
work; they looked at erosion patterns
and used some very rough estimates
without evaluating what the impact
was,” Maksymyk said.
Not only does the study fail in many
aspects, according to the WMA release,
but it cost taxpayers $280,000. Money
is one of the major driving forces behind this new rush on mercury.
“It’s always about money,” Maksymyk said. “The Sierra Fund lobbied
for money to ‘remediate mercury’ and
clean abandoned mine sites. This money goes to the water boards who then ...
turn around and provide grants to environmental groups to do studies and pilot
projects. It’s always about money.”
In June 2013, the Nevada Irrigation District led a demonstration of its
“mercury machine” alongside Sierra
Fund Consultant Carrie Monohan. The
demonstration accompanied the groups’
proposal to remove the mercury from
Lake Combie. The NID and the Sierra
Fund plan to rent $560,000 worth of removal equipment — basically a recirculator and a centrifugal dredge — from
a small Canadian company called Pegasus Earth Sensing Corporation, which
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will then undertake the job that miners
had been doing all along for free until
they were halted by California’s moratorium on suction dredging.
“When the material goes through
the recirculator, that thing spins and
the idea is to hold the heavies through
centrifugal force in the ribcage,” Hobbs
said. “What they don’t know is that’s
probably the worst recovery unit in the
world, because the minute material gets
a little bit close to those circular ripples,
it blows everything out.”
Not only will the recirculator spit
out excess material, but the centrifugal
dredge environmentalists plan to use
will not collect as much mercury as a
regular dredge, said Hobbs, who went
on to cite verbiage from the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report associated with the proposed Lake Combie
project.
“Sierra Fund claims that they will
collect up to 95 percent of the mercury,”
he said. “Dredges have already been
studied, and they collect 98 percent. We
know the loss of mercury in a dredge is
not acceptable to them. In here, it says
the amount of the recovery of mercury,
95 percent, justifies the loss of the five
percent.”
In short, a five percent margin of error is understandable, but two percent is
unforgivable, Hobbs said.
The Sierra Fund has its hand out
for approximately $6 million to clean
up 160 cubic yards of gravel in Lake
Combie (Hobbs cites the price tag of $9
million; the estimate has jumped up and
down for the past three years, he said.)
Even with the low-ball estimate of a $6
million budget, the project puts the val-

ue of mercury at a whopping $8,000 per
ounce, according to the WMA release.
The cost of the project paired with
what environmental and government
agencies will pocket is astounding, considering prospectors voluntarily clean
mercury out of rivers and streams, Hobb
said.
“Mercury is only a gold rush for
environmentalists, governments and
researchers,” Maksymyk said. “Miners and prospectors are shut out of this
one.”
Money talks, but so does fear. Environmentalists have also used scare tactics to keep the mercury removal project
moving forward.
“Pregnant woman and children are
most vulnerable,” Monohan told Sacramento News and Review in a 2010
article.
The article also stated that “according
to California’s Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment, those who
consume affected fish can in time have
subtle health problems, varying from
blurred vision and poor coordination to
heart and kidney disease.”
Despite these alarming details, the
California Health Department has no record of anyone, anywhere in California
suffering mercury poisoning from eating fish, according to the WMA release.
“At the levels of mercury found in
California fish, symptoms associated
with methylmercury are unlikely unless
someone eats much more than what is
recommended or is particularly sensitive,” according to the California Office

3
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment website.
A study just released by the Environmental Protection Agency in November 2013 monitored mercury levels in
women of childbearing age and found
that “mercury levels in women of childbearing age dropped 34 percent from a
survey conducted in 1999-2000 to follow-upsurveys conducted from 2001 to
2010. Additionally, the percentage of
women of childbearing age with blood
mercury levels above the level of concern decreased 65 percent between the
1999-2000 survey and the follow- up
surveys from 2001-2010. During the
survey period, there was very little
change in the amount of fish consumed.”
The Sierra Fund’s net worth should
make it perfectly clear that the company is more concerned with the almighty
dollar than the environment, Maksymyk
said.
“It’s just business to them,” Maksymyk said. “Pretty good business, but my
intent is to expose it truly as just a business and try to remove their halo.”
For more information on mercury,
go to www.goldprospectors.org and
search for “WMA,” “Lake Combie,”
“Dr. Nicholas Ralston” and “Mercury
God of Thieves.” For more information
on the science and politics of dredging,
search for “Dredging doesn’t harm fish,
experts say.”
Sarah Reijonen is a freelance writer based in
California. She can be reached at sarahreijonen@
yahoo.com
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Opinion

Keepin’ it real
on land rights

When a road closes in a forest and nobody
hears about it, does that mean it’s really closed?
Yep. Sadly, it does. So much for philosophy! More
and more these days, roads in our national forests,
backcountry and deserts are blocked off with boulders and barricades. I listen to the accounts of red
stakes, fences and signs prohibiting access to our
public lands — all too often and usually too late.
As miners, we can cuss the U.S. Forest Service
and the Bureau of Land Management, but the truth is
that in most cases the people who
work for these federal agencies
are just doing their jobs. They’re
not real the problem. It’s their
bosses. Yep, Congress. So, when
people tell me that politics have
nothing to do with prospecting, I
can only shake my head in disbelief. No wonder our rights are beBrad Jones
ing trampled and our land rights
are being lost. We’ve buried our heads too deep in
the black sand!
It’s not my intent to pick sides in politics. That’s
your right and responsibility as a voter. I’m on the
side of prospectors, miners and those who believe
in keeping public lands open to the people, period.
No, you don’t have to vote. It’s a free country. You
don’t have to choose sides. But, unless we get off
the couch and get active, we’re willingly sacrificing
our rights and the rights of our children and grandchildren to access public lands, prospect and mine
for gold. Yes, we all go prospecting to get away
from the aggravation of polarized and partisan
politics, but what happens when we lose that right
— the right to escape and go prospecting? Now, tell
me again that prospecting has nothing to do with
politics. Say what you will about discussing politics
and religion at the dinner table, but the fact is we
are on a collision course with the political ideology,
if not the religion, of environmental extremism. It’s
happening all around us — road closures, EPA raids
on miners and the new religion of wildlife worship
under the Endangered Species Act.
As a member of the rare human subspecies,
panasaurus fergoldust, which is prone to fever and
subsists mainly on canned beans and sourdough,
I should have just as much right to camp in the wilderness, dig a hole, scratch my back on a tree or fish
for salmon as any grizzled ol’ bear. I’m curious about
what the EPA has to say about the bears, though.
After all, bears leave a big footprint and we all
know what they do in the woods. For shame!
The BLM and Forest Service are not in the
business of making access to the outdoors any easier. Their federal mandate is to gradually limit our
access to the outdoors — less roads, fewer campgrounds, fewer people. It all began with the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, which
led to an edict to each and every U.S. Forest Service district to map out and target roads for closure.
These are called Travel Management Plans and
every national forest has one. Catch 22: The problem with miners is they are always out mining, off
the grid and not slumped over a computer reading
U.S. Forest Service websites to see how their rights
are being eroded.
Of jackasses and mules: Recently, when a U.S.
Forest Service officer suggested “reasonable access”
to mining claims could be interpreted as mules rather than motorized vehicles, I almost fell on my ass ...
errr donkey. The first thought that entered my mind
was: ‘When is the last time a U.S. Forest Service
ranger saw a miner going to his claim by foot or by
mule?’ Yes, we prospectors have nothing but reverence for beasts of burden — jackasses, burros and
mules, but we also respect cacti and the soles of our
feet. We have enough thorns in our boots. Mules?
Are you serious? Now, can we keep it real?
— BRAD JONES, Managing Editor
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See no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil …

does no good! Take a stand on land rights.

Letters Editor
TO
the

Road closures irk GPAA member

Dear Editor;
Re: December 2013 / January 2014 Pick & Shovel
Gazette article, “EPA plays chicken with miners,” by
Kristi Waterworth and Brad Jones.
I just read your article in the Pick & Shovel Gazette
about the heavy hand of the EPA. Although many of the
articles in the Pick & Shovel cover events mostly in the
west and I reside in South Carolina, I am outraged by
the actions of our government.
Most folks living in the east are not aware of what is
taking place on our public lands. The task as I see it is
to make more folks aware of the actions of the environmentalists, progressives, mainstream media as well as
state and national governments.
These actions close public lands to all, from bird
watchers to small-scale miners. Requesting additional
explanation from the EPA will most likely be a failed
attempt to get the true time-line of events due the delays and false statements that will be crafted by the EPA
and the Obama administration. Likewise, Sen. David
Vitter’s (R-La.) call to investigate the EPA raid will be
completely one-sided like all hearings, such as Benghazi, Fast & Furious, IRS, Obamacare failures, NSA
data mining, that have been held by Congress.
While on company assignment in Orange County,

Calif., I would head out for some trout fishing at the
Kern or Owens River on long weekends. While attempting to get to the Owens River north of Bishop, I
found many BLM or U.S. Forest Service access gates
closed. At that time, in 1996, I was not aware of our
public lands being closed to the public. I still do not
know the reasons for those closed gates, but I assume I
was experiencing the early overreach by activist groups
and our government.
The only suggestion I could recommend as far as
change to our laws is to have all federal organizations
(EPA, FBI, ATF, etc.) partner with local sheriffs to conduct any raids on our citizens. Local sheriffs should be
there to ensure citizens rights are not violated by the
heavy-handed federal agencies.
I have written to the White House on many occasions stating the future would prove the Obama administration to be the most corrupt in our country’s history.
We are now living what I described as the future.
I wish more folks could read the Pick & Shovel
Gazette.
			
Andy Kelleher
GPAA Member
Chesnee, S.C.

Sue-and-settle tactics are just wrong
Dear Editor;
Re: October/November 2013 Pick & Shovel Gazette
article, “U.S. Chamber of Commerce alleges environmentalists use sue-and-settle tactics,” by Sarah Reijonen:
Sue-and-settle tactics are more than a con game.
It’s extortion, fraud, deliberately putting people out of
work, Constitutional abuse, abuse of office, misappropriation of money, hate/war mongering, shyster-ism,
claim jumping and theft. It is also bringing frivolous
cases into court, and perjury (false, misleading and unfounded.)
These people [radical environmentalist groups

allegedly working in collusion with government agencies] have declared war against real Americans while
pushing their unlawful socialist agenda. The rest are
misguided people who cannot and will not think for
themselves and professional protesters out for profit.
Push for full financial disclosure of major funders of
this anti-mining action and environmental groups. Who
is driving these organizations? I doubt these groups are
really non-profit; that’s just a smokescreen. Let’s bring
criminal charges with our counter suits!
John Ruckman
GPAA member
Yreka, Calif.

Have your say. Send us your thoughts.
Do you feel strongly about a subject affecting gold prospectors, small-scale miners, gem hunters, treasure seekers
metal detectorists or your access to public lands. Did you agree or disagree with a story you read in the Pick & Shovel
Gazette? Share your thoughts with us by writing a letter to the editor. Send your letter to content@goldprospectors.org.
Be sure to write Letter to the Editor in the subject line. Please include your full name, city/town, state and whether you
are a GPAA, GPAA Lifetime or LDMA member. (Please include your address and phone number for verification purposes
only. Your address and phone number will NOT be published.) We want to hear from you!

My other comment has to do with this buzz word
“turbidity.” Have you ever seen a river after a rain?
It is cloudy for days after a good rain — 100 percent
February-March
turbidity.
Have you seen 2014
a river rise six feet during a

enjoy the outdoors. Think of how many human beings
this ban has affected, how many general stores and micro-economies that were affected. How many dredges
Pick &How
Shovel
are now in storage?
many Gazette
grandpas and fathers

prediction.
Mark Stopher
Senior Policy Advisor
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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FACEBOOK
Readers mock EPA claim of scientific integrity
Continued from Page 4

your renewal and you had to make sure she got the pink
GPAA
pan — an awesome prospecting tool, no matter
www.facebook.com/GoldProspectors
what
color
is. Gotta git to
the government
gold!
Readersit responded
Chad
Marmolejo:
...
you
filing on claims and
issued media release on EPAstart
Administrator Gina
testimony before
naming
themMcCarthy’s
after your kids.
the Jean
HouseKahler:
Committee
onfour-year-old
Science, Space
... my
son wants to go
and
herthe
statement
McCato
theTechnology.
river more In
than
park. My
gold buddy ;)
rthyStephanie
claimed that
the EPA
is committed
Moran:
... you’re
panning in your bathto science
has of
established
a Scientiftub
withoutand
a care
the clog you
know it will create.
ic Integrity
Policy. Here’s
what
youGPAA
said: memberships
Brett Beaudette:
... you
send
Kathyand
May:
Lots for
of words
... presents.
to family
friends
Christmas
Shawn
L. Willett:...Sorry,
I couldn’t
Will T Molchan:
you re-pan
your old cons when
finish
reading
the
entire
statement
… my
fish and cleans the waterways. We should be getting
um.” Here’s what you said:
you know you already got all the color
out.
eyes were bleeding.
paid for being out there doing all the good we do.
David
Nash:
Give
’em
a
“fish
window,”
like
in
Rick Beckner: ... you search Facebook all day for
Nathan Verser: Dumb $#!%$
Clint Warren: I ran a Keene 6-foot triple sluice
Washington.
At
least
it’s
better
than
a
total
ban.
other gold miners.
Michael Wilson: Too old to give a
Damon Holst: I want to know how a few individ- down on the Klamath for years till they put a stop to
squat! Where’s the gold ? Lol
that. Sold it to someone in Alaska. Tried using it in Oruals can depict what happens to a whole community.
Squat
Jones:
“the
sound
use
of
sciRon Hawkins: How can you determine the effects egon and all hell broke loose! Gold made this country
Readers responded to a Facebook post from www.
ence and technology” — I wonder if
and now they take it away from us ... how soon we fororegonlive.com, “Southern Oregon miners file injunc- of dredging if there is no dredging allowed?
wisdom of Yoda.
they have the machine that goes PING?
John Hammer: The fact is that dredging helps the get!
tion to stop legislation on motorized mining moratoriClinton Herbert: He needs a good
Bill Rotay: They’re against smalldredge in that swamp!
scale mining and dredging, but all for
Vincent Landolina: I would follow
fracking? Go figure where their science
Yoda.
is pulled from.
Martha Preston: Yoda is the best.
Danny Moore: Their science is at
Must follow him.
best “selective
science.” Anything that
PNS_JUN_JUL_2013.indd
5
5/16/13
Rusty Nelson: Not with that detector
does not fit their agenda is ignored. The
he won’t!
HAARP project is causing all kinds of
Don Moreland: I absolutely was inweird weather and they think they can
spired.
blame global warming as they constantly
try to manipulate Mother Nature to cause
these “natural disasters.” Sun spots and
solar flares have not cooperated with
their schemes in the last few years as ice
is increasing and temps cool down, so
they have to create more monsters to try
Readers responded to one our most
to keep the hype alive … They have an
Photo illustration by Patrick O’Masters
popular Facebook posts, “Dredging
agenda and part of that is they don’t want
us on public land period!
Andrew McDonald: This has noth- Turko that aired Dec. 23 and dealt with doesn’t harm fish, experts say.” Here’s
Chet Nowicki: Bla, Bla, Bla — a lot ing to do with why storm trooper tactics proposed road closures in the Cleve- what you said:
Don Reed: No worse than a flood
of words pulled out of the darkest cavity were used against a few gold miners in land National Forests. These road cloof one’s body.
Chicken, Alaska. It’s all flash and mir- sures will affect access to mining claims. might.
Jim Wilson: Dredging does nowhere
Richard Palmini: Show links! In rors to cover up new tactics against our Here’s what you said:
Chuck Shepard: Unless they’ve near the damage a flood does — even a
other words, source your data.
own citizens. One guy with gold mining
Randy Cheske @ Bill Rotay: That’s experience and a badge could have just changed the law, they can’t just close small flood.
James Meadows: I’ve actually had
‘fracking science’ ;0). The only thing wrote them up and if bad enough shut an active right of way to private propmissing out of that long drawn out drib- them down until issues are addressed erty, which a claim sorta is. And, if it’s trout swim in between my legs while I was
a county road, definitely not. Seen that dredging. The fish were eating things I had
ble was how there will be self-appointed publicly.
stirred up. I’d leave the site and go back the
panel for a blue-ribbon study to help inSherri Pyatt Tieslau: Stopped read- tried and failed.
Marlene Maxon: Federal govern- next day and almost couldn’t tell I’d even
form the ignorant public no matter how ing when the BS got to my knees! Had to
ment trying to control us. We need to been there
long or how much it takes. I bet they had start shoveling myself out.
stand up for our freedoms. Boy, that pipe
Dan Barnett: Yet, this is not “scione heck of a PowerPoint presentation to
fence sure looks natural — NOT.
ence” if it doesn’t support the hysteria
boot. I thought that type of presentation
Russell Hengst: They cut off areas from the prohibitionists.
died in the early 2000s. Geeezzzz, what
here in Southern Utah by putting boulCharles Hansen: Tell that to the Fish
a load of horse hockey!
ders in the road so you can’t pass. This is & Wildlife in the state of Montana &
Doc Woodbones: I’m not surprised
getting real stupid!
DEQ. They don’t believe that.
that this and nearly all other EPA logic is
expressed from the backside of a bull …
[See story on front page]
Glenn Peterson: Horse hockey!
Readers responded to a Facebook
Speak human, lying power jerks!
Frank Holden: Goebbels also pro- link of a news broadcast from KUSI
TV called The Turko Files by Michael
claimed he spoke of science.

Oregon woes

Dredging doesn’t
harm fish: experts

Miners respond
to road closures
in national forests

Treasure hunting
Yoda offers words in your own
of wisdom for
backyard
prospectors

Readers responded to an photo
illustration of Yoda of Star Wars fame
with a metal detector. Here’s what you
said:Todd Poulton: Thank you! I’m in
South America and some days it is hard
to continue with the red tape necessary
to acquire a claim and government permission to use equipment, etcetera, seeing this helps. I am saving it to my desktop and leaving it up in the background
as a constant reminder.
Andrew-Marilyn Kahler: Can you
dig it?
Deezy Block: Haha! I have that metal
detector!
Rodney Ledford: Got to love the

Readers responded to a link to news
story about treasure hunting in El Dorado County. Here’s what you said:
Nadine C Bartlett: Everybody
needs to experience the rush of finding
gold. It’s awesome!
Wanda Maher: I was making a
new flower garden at my house, digging
up the dirt getting ready to plant when
I found an old pill bottle with pills still
in it, so you might find things other than
gold when digging. It was so cool. I also
found part of an old gun, silver fork and
other bottles, too. Keep a sharp eye. It’s
hard to tell what you might find. Enjoy
just being outside. Happy planting or
digging!
Wanda Taylor: I got gold fever!

8:42 AM
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supposed to be owned by the people and managed by
federal agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management.
Wegner said road closures such as those proposed
in Cleveland National Forest are happening with little
public knowledge and with greater frequency all across
the country.
“They are taking our land,” Wegner said. “Miners
have the right to access their claims and the public has
a right to access their land.”
FOIA, NEPA, FLMPA and RS 2477
So far, at least one SPMA member has filed a
Freedom of Information Act request of behalf of the
prospecting club and the PLP has also filed a FOIA
request regarding the plan to close the roads in Cleveland National Forest.
Wegner questions whether the Forest Service has
followed proper procedure under the National Environmental Protection Act.
Under NEPA, the U.S. Forest Services are supposed
to consult the county before attempting to shut down
down public rights of way, known as RS 2477 roads.
Wegner is doubtful all those procedures were
followed..
“That’s what were trying to find out. That’s what the
FOIA request is all about.”
Public rights of way, or RS 2477 roads, were first
recognized in 1866 under a law known as Revised Stature 2477 which was intended to ensure public access
through federally managed land. This law was repealed
110 years later under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. However, FLPMA validates and
acknowledges existing rights under RS 2477 are protected.
In 2012, San Bernardino County won a legal battle to
regain control over public rights of way in and around
the Mojave National Preserve. The legal settlement acknowledges the existence of county rights of way as the
roads currently exist, not as they did in 1976.
Cleveland National Forest
There are several roads that have been targeted for
possible destruction under the U.S. Forest Service Travel Management Plan in Cleveland National Forest.
“I’ve actually talked to quite a few different people
— rangers — who actually felt that this is their property
and we had no right to be on it,” one of the miners told
Turko.
“Now remember this is not a national park. It’s not
a Wilderness Area. It’s publicly managed land where
everything from ski resorts to clear-cut logging is often
allowed,” Turko said.
One of the prospectors, Herb Margerum, told Turko
in the news report, “I think our government doesn’t
want us out on the public lands anymore.”
Public comments
The SPMA and PLP have urged the Forest Service to
extend the public comment period which began Dec. 5
and ended Jan. 6.
In a phone interview with the Pick & Shovel Gazette
Jan. 10, U.S. Forest Service Descanso District Resource
Staff Officer Russ Lajoie said that nationally there
has been a push to close what are referred to as “undesignated’ roads and trails.
The Forest Service has many terms for the road
closures, Lajoie admitted.
“Ecological restoration — that’s the warm and fuzzy
version,” he said. “There is all this bureaucratic gobbledygook.”
Roads that are targeted for possible closure in the
future are labeled as “undetermined” or “undesignated”
roads in Cleveland National Forest
“There are hundreds of miles of what we call UND
roads just in Cleveland National Forest,” Lajoie said.
The four miles of road in contention is called UND
509 at the end of Long Valley Loop Road.
The names of the two claims that could be affected
are the Starlight and Long Valley. UND 509 goes right
through the Long Valley claim in section 25. This closure
will greatly reduce access to the claim. There are three
other roads to be closed in the general area, UND 511,
UND 513 and UND 518.
Mules or motorized vehicles?
When questioned about the right of miners to use existing roads and trails to access their claims, Lajoie cited
the Mining Law of 1872, but admitted he is not an expert
on the mining laws.

Photo by Lee Darling

KUSI’s Michael Turko interviews prospectors who will be affected by the proposed U.S. Forest Service road closures in Cleveland
National Forest about 60 miles east of San Diego.

Forest Service officials say they want to create a more natural looking landscape and reduce any environmental impacts
humans and vehicles might cause. The Forest Service plans to
bring in heavy equipment to destroy the old roads so no one can
use them again.

— KUSI news reporter Michael Turko

“All I know is that there are certain inherent rights
under the 1872 Mining Law that say — on public lands
— reasonable access has to be afforded to the claimants.
I know that much,” Lajoie said.
“This has raised an issue that we have to deal with
now and in the future. Our intent is not to keep anybody
off their claim. Again, we have to provide reasonable access. What is that? Is it a mule? Is it on foot? Is it a wheelbarrow? Or, is it still motorized vehicles?” Lajoie said.
Environmental assessment
Then, of course, the whole plan is subject to environmental analysis, including the Endangered Species Act.
“We can’t knowingly allow the degradation of a species,” Lajoie said. “We haven’t determined that there is
anything out there yet and I don’t suspect there’s gonna
be.”
The Forest Service website lists quarterly proposed
actions in all the national forests where miners can follow what road closures are planned, Lajoie pointed out.
The website is: www.fs.usda.gov/cleveland. Once there,
go to Land & Resources Management, Projects and then
select Schedule of Proposed Actions quarterly report.
It’s up to the public to stay informed on the proposed
road closures and other projects as well as the right to
comment and make a case for or against the proposed
road closures.
The latest proposed road closures of UND 509 and
others have caused quite a stir, Lajoie admitted.

“I’ve been bombarded by emails from the SPMA. So.
we’ve got the picture,” he said.
Still, he said it is highly unlikely the public comment
period will be extended.
That response does not sit well with the SPMA members, who have accused the Forest Service of trying to
slip the road closure proposals under the radar by timing
the public comment period right before the holiday season and ending it Jan. 6.
Several SPMA members said they were confused as to
whether emailed comments would be accepted or whether they had to be sent by regular mail and got conflicting
information and email addresses.
Part of the miscommunication problem seems to be
that Lajoie was away on vacation during and after the
holidays and was not available to answer questions about
the road closures until it was too late to comment.
Lajoie has also discouraged the SPMA from going
through with its FOIA request. While it will involve a
considerable amount of paperwork for Forest Service
and some expense, according to Lajoie, the PLP sees it
differently.
For instance, what is the expense to taxpayers for
moving boulders, putting up barricades and rewilding
these areas? How much gold and other mineral resources
are being locked up when miners no longer have access
to their claims? How much is the land itself worth to the
public? How much enjoyment and freedom will be lost?
* san diego — Page 7
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What is the price tag on all of that?
Wegner contends the FOIA request
will shed light on what is really going on
in our national forests and on road closures.
Loss of access to public lands
SPMA President Robert “RJ” Wingo
said he has been concerned about the loss
of public lands for almost four decades,
since the federal government passed the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976.
“My concerns over the way our public lands goes way back over 35 years,”
Wingo said. “We would find large boulders blocking the areas that we wanted to
get into.”
The explanation Wingo got back then
was that the federal government was preserving public lands for future generations.
“The answers that we got from them at
first sounded logical,” Wingo said.
But today, he sees things in a completely different light and has asked the federal
agencies for answers.
“The future generations want to use it
now. When are you going to open it up?’ ”
Wingo has asked.
“Their reply is basically, ‘We’re not
going to.’ Basically, what they said is
‘Guess what? You were foolish. We lied
to you and you accepted our answer.’ So,
this is what’s happening again 35 years
later. I am seeing more and more of our
public lands shut down,” Wingo said. “We
keep questioning them, ‘Who is responsible?’ And, we keep getting the runaround.
Now, we’ve got the U.S. Forest Service
trying to shut down our roads.”
Miners, outdoor groups
The PLP has often asked outdoor
groups to stand behind miners, who have
a congressionally granted right to access
roads and mining claims, as a means of
keeping these roads and trails open to the
public.
Wingo said it’s time for small-scale
miners, hunters, sports fishermen, hikers,
bikers, off-roaders and others to come
together as one and fight to keep public
lands and the roads and trails open for
public use.
“We need to organize ... We want
the public lands that have been closed
already reopened for our use. We want
out lands back! These federal agencies
now think that our public lands now
belong to them personally,” Wingo said.
“I am mad and so should you be,”
Wingo stated in an email sent out to
SPMA members: “It’s time to stand up
and let the people who are closing down
our public lands know we won’t stand
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for this any more. Remove the boulders,
take down the gates and open up our
lands!”
Access to Public lands
Chester Nowicki, president of the local Gold Prospectors of America chapter,
Treasure Seekers of San Diego, is also a
member of the Southwestern Prospecting and Mining Association.
Nowicki, has a knee disability and
while the U.S. Forest Service touts itself
as an organization that complies with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the road
closures would make it next to impossible for elderly prospectors and those with
disabilities to access the SPMA mining
claims, Nowicki said.
Under the heading, “The Outdoors
Are for Everyone — Fundamentals of
Outdoor Recreation and Trails Accessibility,” the U.S. Forest Service website
reads: “It’s all about people having the
opportunity to enjoy the outdoors. Public lands offer a wide range of recreation
settings and opportunities from highly
developed campgrounds to untouched
wilderness areas.”
The site, www.fs.fed.us/recreation,
goes on to explain its commitment to accessibility and why it is important: “The
U.S. Forest Service is committed to integrating accessibility into the complete
range of recreation opportunities while
protecting natural resources and settings
so that all people, including people who
have disabilities, have the opportunity
to enjoy the great outdoors. This commitment is established in Forest Service
policy.”
Ironically, the situation has left more
than a few miners scratching their heads
and asking the question, ‘So, why shut
down the roads?’
What happens now?
The PLP has stepped up and is willing
to help the gold prospectors affected by
the road closures, but the club members
have to be willing to help themselves, for
that support to continue, Wegner said.
According to SPMA member Lee
Darling, the club was informed that the
U.S. Forest Service will hold a” closed
to the public” meeting to review public
comments received and make their decision on the proposed road closures.
Once the decision is posted, there will
also be an appeal period, Darling said.
The proposed road closures are listed
at: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=43149
Brad Jones is the Managing Editor/Communications Director for the Gold Prospectors
Association of America and Lost Dutchman’s
Mining Association. He can be reached at
bjones@goldprospectors.org
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Miners say they’re fed up with EPA threats
Controversy erupts
in Idaho over
dredging permits
By SARAH REIJONEN
For the GPAA

John Cross received a letter from the
Environmental Protection Agency threatening the small-scale suction dredger
with a minimum $37,500 fine.
And, if Cross doesn’t comply by getting out of the water or obtaining a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System General Permit, the Region 10
EPA out of Seattle, Wash., threatened
him with up to three years in jail as well
as another $50,000 in fines.
Cross, a retired fire captain from Galveston, Tex., said he was made to feel
like a common criminal. He also said
he had taken all the steps to obtain necessary permits for small-scale suction
dredging along the Oro Grande Creek in
the Clearwater National Forest of northern Idaho in July 2013.
“I’m certain that nobody would have
come out at all ... but I tried to get all
the permits, notify all the people,” Cross
said. “I tried to do everything to make
sure everybody was understanding what
I was doing. That’s why they knew what
I was doing and that’s why they came out
there.”
Because Cross attempted to be a
law-abiding citizen, he said a target was
placed on his back and the backs of his
fellow miners.
After Cross and his wife spent $1,000
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towing their camper to Idaho as well as
an entire day setting up their dredge on
the Oro Grande, the U.S. Forest Service,
which is responsible for enforcing EPA
rules, showed up to shut them down even
though Cross has filed his paperwork.
“I sent all this stuff off long before I
left Texas, but eventually, when I went
to the forest ranger’s office they had my
denial there,” Cross said. “[The EPA
doesn’t] grant those things. It’s a ruse.”
In 2013, the EPA received 162 Notices of Intent (NOI) requesting permission
to operate in 370 specific locations, said
EPA Senior Communications Officer
Mark MacIntyre. Half of those NOIs

and questioned the Forest Service and
EPA on the constitutionality of the EPA
rule. Dill argued using multiple Supreme
Court rulings in the miners’ favor as well
as scientific research showing the positive effects of dredging on fish habitat.
Despite his efforts, Dill received the
same threatening letter in December.
“I’ll go to jail. I don’t care,” said Dill,
a Pierce, Idaho resident who has been
suction dredging on his claim for more
than a decade. “I’d like to see ’em get
$37,000 a day out of me. I live on social
security.”
Dill’s wife, Kathy, and half-a-dozen
other miners working Dill’s claim say

The law doesn’t mean much anymore. The
courts are biased. One of the worst things I
think they can do is appoint a judge because
of his political beliefs. He’s supposed to be
put in that position because of his ability to
determine what the law says.

— Public Lands for the People President Jerry Hobbs

have been approved, allowing EPA-covered suction dredging in 81 locations in
the state of Idaho, MacIntyre said.
While Cross backed down and halted
his dredging operation immediately, the
claim holder where Cross was working
refused to take any bullying from the
Forest Service or EPA. Claim holder and
Gold Prospectors Association of America member Jesse Dill pulled out material from Public Lands for the People
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they will stand behind him.
“They need to leave us little miners
alone,” Kathy Dill said.
While the EPA doles out rules, it
leaves the Forest Service to do its dirty
work, Cross said.
“The sad part about it is the state of
Idaho is very easy to deal with,” Cross
said. “They have a very easy application process ... then the feds come out
with this B.S., and the even sadder part

Our
30”
R e ci r cu l at i n g
Sluice Box Kit
is built around
our rugged 30”
Stream sluice
box. A smaller
version of the
Multi Purpose
Kit, it has all the
same
quality
features.
The
sluice can be
used alone, it

www.royalmfgind.com

$219.00

Header Kit when in still waters or no water (lakes, ponds, slow creeks and
rivers, etc.), then it becomes a highbanker. Our kit consists of a 30” Sluice
Box , Header kit, Sluice stand that folds down to 8” X 23" with adjustable
legs (pictured above). With the addition of a reservoir and tailing buckets
(not included), you can turn this unit into a recirculator. That’s 3 machines
for the price of one!  30” Sluice Box (see left).
 7’ X 1 1/8” Hose

Make your sluice more versatile and easier to use by adding
a stand, header kit or even a wider flare head for increased
productivity! See our website for all the exciting options
available for this sluice box.

(714) 668-9199

30” Recirculating Sluice Box Kit

can be used with our stand that includes
adjustable legs to make it easy when leveling
out your sluice box in any terrain, add a

Ask anybody, they’ll tell you it’s the best!

600 W. Warner Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92707
Open M-F 7AM-3PM

about it is the EPA doesn’t have anybody
to enforce their rules. They’re not laws;
they’re rules and they’re unconstitutional
in my opinion. And, they use the Forest
Service to enforce those unconstitutional
rules and the Forest Service in that area
is more than happy to oblige.”
The EPA letter addressed to Cross
stated, “although an individual may have
obtained a ‘letter permit’ from the Idaho
Department of Water Resources allowing the permit holder to operate recreational mining equipment that alters a
stream channel, an NPDES permit must
also be obtained ... The NPDES permit
is more restrictive than the IDWR letter
permit because of the differing missions
and rules each agency must uphold.”
The Forest Service of northern Idaho
is no stranger to the mining community and has already shown its opposition
toward small-scale suction dredgers,
Cross said.
In January 2013, Forest Service Geologist Clint Hughes gave
testimony at a public hearing held to
confiscate 36 mining claims along the
North Fork of the Clearwater River.
“And, how he came up with the decision that their claims were not substantial is he went out on a sand bar, divided
it into two pans and panned it out and
said there’s not enough gold to be substantial to turn a profit so we’re shutting
you down,” Cross said.
Hughes nullified the Mining Law of
1872 by using the Mining Claims Rights
Restoration Act of 1955 because the area
was classified as a power site withdrawn
area. In his argument, Hughes also said
that “the mining that could occur on
* Idaho — Page 9
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those claims, we could weigh against
other uses: fishing, camping use, cultural
use and any cultural artifacts that are in
ground or something like that.”
The fishing argument is absurd, Cross
said.
“They need to stop fishing in there ...
they’re the ones killing them — not us,”
Cross said. “You know, they eat them
when they catch them. I don’t eat any of
the fish. All I do is make a hole for them
to lay their eggs.”
Dill said all outdoor groups need to cooperate with miners because fishing and
hunting are all major contributors to the
local economy.
“It brings money into our town,” Dill
said. “Our town is only 400 people; hunting, fishing and dredging is a wonderful
thing for this town. Then the EPA comes
in!”
Public Lands for the People President
Jerry Hobbs said the EPA is out of control
and recently received free rein from President Barack Obama. The EPA letter addressed to Cross said Cross was in violation of the Clean Water Act, Section 402,
but Hobbs said if the organization wants
to use the Clean Water Act to enforce
small-scale suction dredging it should be
utilizing Section 404 not Section 402.
“Section 402 covers an addition of a
pollutant — from the outside in — but a
dredge doesn’t do that. A dredge doesn’t
bring anything in that isn’t already there,”
Hobbs said.
The debate rages on whether the EPA’s
NPDES General Permit is even constitutional. According to recent Supreme
Court cases, the permit should be ruled
unconstitutional, Hobbs said.
In January 2013, the Supreme Court
used precedent set in 2004 to reiterate that
the transfer of polluted water between
two parts of the same water body does not
constitute a discharge of pollutants. The
Supreme Court quoted a Second Circuit
argument known as the “pot of soup argument,” which states, “If one takes a ladle
of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot,
and pours it back into the pot, one has not
‘added’ soup or anything else to the pot.”
“The EPA is thumbing their nose at the
government saying, ‘No, we’ll do what
we damn well please,’ ” Dill said.
The same is true with small-scale suction dredging, though the EPA letter addressed to Cross stated, an “individual
must obtain an NPDES permit to discharge
pollutants such as rock and sand from a
suction dredge into a steam of river.”
“It’s got me upset that they have threatened me with imprisonment but I don’t
believe I’m violating any real laws,”
Cross said.
Hobbs agrees with Cross, but said the
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law no longer matters.
“The law doesn’t mean much anymore,” Hobbs said. “The courts are biased. One of the worst things I think they
can do is appoint a judge because of his
political beliefs. He’s supposed to be put
in that position because of his ability to
determine what the law says and they just
ignore that. Recently, we’ve been ignored
on that in the last court and we’re feeling
that, of course.”
Not only are courtrooms bought and
paid for by politics, but scientists have
also become mouthpieces for high-dollar
environmental groups, Hobbs said.
“The real problem is in the science,” he
said. The environmentalists get grants to
hire these scientists who I don’t think are
as ethical as they should be by any means.
They tend to come up with an answer that
appeases the party that pays them.”
Cross said that was his first and last
time suction dredging in Idaho. However,
he is working on multiple letters to various senators and representatives.
Hobbs said the answer is to fight corrupt agencies and rules in court, but it’s
easier said than done.
“They just don’t have the ability to fight
back and the agencies know that. They’re
professional liars, most of them,” Hobbs
said. “Only the old school BLM and Forest Service knew what their job was. The
new ones don’t know and they’re just
like military; they take orders from upper
whether they’re right or wrong.
“It’s easy to say ‘Sue!’and it’s easy
to say ‘Don’t compromise!’ but it’s very
hard to do.”
But, compromise is not in Dill’s vocabulary.
“We’re not a detriment to society or the
environment,” Dill said. “We get tired of
it. We get real tired of it. We just get tired
of the runaround and all these bureaucrats
back east, throwing out these rules all willy-nilly.”
Sarah Reijonen is a freelance writer based in
Washington state. She can be reached at sarah
reijonen@yahoo.com
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Gold and Treasure Expo is a gem
New activities, features launched for spring circuit
By GREG MILLER and BRAD JONES
The Gold Prospectors Association of
America kicked off the new year with its
first Gold and Treasure Expo in Mesa,
Ariz., in January and has more shows slated for the West Coast this spring.
New features such as the Hands-On
Panning Experience, GPAA Panning
Zone and the return of the Alaska Gold
Expedition trip of a lifetime prize giveaways are expected to draw larger crowds
this year.
Executive Director of Operations
Dominic Ricci said the GPAA Gold and
Treasure Expos were started decades ago
by GPAA founder George Massie to introduce people to prospecting and show
them how and where to find their own
gold.
“We encourage everyone to bring their
family and friends because there is no better place to learn how to find your own
gold and experience panning for yourself.
There are plenty of fun activities for all
ages,” Ricci said.
Besides the fun factor, the purpose of
the expos is also to remind everyone that
gold prospecting and small-scale mining
are still a way of life for hundreds of thousands of people across the country and
an important part of American culture,
history and the economy.
Gold prospecting has become increasingly popular in the past few years
with spiking gold prices and a struggling
economy. The growing interest in gold
is reflected in not only the longest-airing
prospecting TV show Gold Fever, hosted
by GPAA owner Tom Massie, but several
new gold mining reality TV shows.
Each year, the expos have something
new and exciting to offer with the constant advancement in mining supplies
and, according to GPAA Trade Show
Manager Gary Sturgill, this year’s expos
will be the best yet.
“We have introduced a few new things
for the 2014 Gold and Treasure Expo
season,” Sturgill said. “A new Hands-On
Prospecting Experience allows participants the opportunity to purchase a bucket of concentrates and get a one-on-one
lesson with a manufacturer on how to use
small-scale mining equipment. The manufacturer will walk you through the process from bucket to clean gold in a vial
that you can keep.”
For decades, the GPAA has been traveling around the U.S. with some of the
most well-known and trusted equipment
dealers, giving attendees an opportunity
to learn about the products that benefit

GPAA GOLD AND
TREASURE EXPOS — 2014
SPRING SCHEDULE
n Fresno, Calif. — Feb. 22-23
Fresno Fair Grounds
1121 S. Chance Ave., Fresno, CA 93702
(559) 650-3247
n Lancaster, Calif. — April 12-13
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds
2551 W. Avenue H, Lancaster, CA 93536
(661) 206-0427
n Las Vegas, Nev. — April 26-27
South Point Hotel & Casino
9777 Las Vegas Blvd. South
Las Vegas, NV 89183
1-866-796-7111
(Call and ask for the GPAA group rate
discount on hotel rooms.)
n Puyallup, Wash. — May 10-11
Puyallup Fair and Events Center
110 9th Ave. SW, Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-1771

Photos by Brad Jones

Above: Gold Cube’s Mike Pung, a Gold and Treasure Expo vendor, displays his popular
prospecting device. Below: Vendors show children how to pan for gold and answer questions
at the GPAA Gold and Treasure Expo in Las Vegas in 2012.

them in the field.
“Dozens of mining equipment vendors
and manufacturers are ready to share their
secrets of prospecting with you,” Sturgill
said.
Three manufacturers, Gold Cube,
D&K Detector Sales and Jobe Wholesale
have signed on to be part of the Hands-on

Prospecting Experience.
Two different size concentrate buckets for this experience can be purchased
in advance at www.GoldandTreasureExpos.com or at the GPAA booth inside the
Expo for $50 or $100.
Mike Pung, co-inventor of the Gold
Cube, is excited to join attendees in the

new Hands-on Prospecting Experience.
“This year, the GPAA has something
in store for you,” Pung said. “It’s a complete gold prospecting experience. You
can come in and learn how to capture that
real fine elusive gold, and the Gold Cube
was designed for that little stuff. Come on
down! Learn how to use the Gold Cube
and go home with some gold.”
For those who don’t want to purchase a
bucket, there is a free ‘catch-and-release’
gold panning experience called the GPAA
Panning Zone.
“For those expo attendees just looking
to get hands-on gold panning experience,
the new GPAA Panning Zone is the place
to be,” Sturgill said.
“Not many shows allow participants
a chance to get a gold panning lesson
from an experienced prospector using real
gold,” he said.
Since this is a free experience using
real gold, participants must return the
gold when the panning lesson is over.
“The GPAA Panning Zone is made up
of 42 feet of water troughs manned by
seasoned prospectors who know everything there is to know about panning for
gold. Even for experienced participants,
this new activity is a great way to pick up
a few new tricks to take with you out in
the field,” Sturgill said.
Another feature in store for attendees
of the 2014 GPAA Gold and Treasure
* EXPO — Page 11
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Chapter Summit set for April 25 in Las Vegas
Event for existing,
prospective officers
precedes gold expo

Last
year, the
Chapter
Summit
was about
in-reach. This year,
it’s about outreach ...

By BRAD JONES
Managing Editor

The Gold Prospectors Association of
America is calling all elected local chapter officials to attend the fourth annual
GPAA Chapter Summit in Las Vegas in
April.
The summit will be held Friday, April
25, the day preceding the Las Vegas
Gold and Treasure Expo at the South
Point Hotel & Casino, April 26-27.
GPAA Executive Director Dominic
Ricci said the Chapter Summit has always been about education and helping
chapters to grow, prosper and thrive.
“This is a network of education and
when the chapter officials come into the
classroom with us, we all learn together,”
Ricci said. “We have more and more people starting chapters right now. The GPAA
Chapter Summit is a great opportunity for
local chapter officers to meet or reunite
with other chapter heads to share ideas. To
me, this is about getting local chapters together on the same page,” he said.
The summit is usually held in conjunction with the GPAA’s biggest gold
show of the year in Las Vegas because
a lot of our members like to coordinate
it with vacation plans in Vegas,” he said.
GPAA Chapters Administrator Louis
Escarcega is looking forward to the summit as a chance to reconnect with chapter
officials and to help chapters reconnect
with the community.
“Last year, the Chapter Summit was
about in-reach. This year, it’s about outreach,” Escarcega said.
Since he took the helm of the GPAA
Chapters department more than a year
ago, Escarcega has put a tremendous effort into providing better administrative
support.
The Chapter Summit is now more informative, educational and practical. It’s
also a more motivational experience to
help chapters and the organization grow
strength in numbers. When it comes to

— Louis Escarcega

Top left: Local GPAA chapter officers attend the
GPAA Chapter Summit in Las Vegas last April.
Bottom left: Executive Director Dominic Ricci
speaks to chapter officers at the 2013 GPAA
Chapter Summit in Las Vegas.

the summit, Escarcega is all about getting down to brass tacks.
“It isn’t about entertainment,” he said.
“It’s business — the business of building
chapters.”
As such, the Chapter Summit is structured differently than other GPAA meetings. It is a more of a workshop than an
informational meeting.
“The Chapter Summit isn’t set up
like a seminar at a Gold and Treasure
Expo, nor is it like a chapter meeting

EXPO

Continued from Page 10

Expos is a new spin on a Scavenger Hunt that was introduced during the 2013 tour to encourage kids to participate in the experience.
“As they enter the show, each child will receive a card
with eight color pictures printed on it. The photos are of
the items painted in gold and hidden around the expo in
vendors’ booths,” Sturgill said. “Once they have found
and gotten a stamp on all eight items, children can turn
in their completed cards at the GPAA booth, where they
will be entered in a drawing for a Junior Panning Kit at
the end of each day of each show.”
The Scavenger Hunt is not only a way to begin spreading the gold fever in young people at the expos, it is also
a great way to keep them entertained and give parents all
the time they need to explore everything the expo has to
offer, he said.
“The GPAA has brought back the Alaska Gold Expedition giveaways in 2014 — two at each expo. Each trip
is good for one person for two weeks and includes airfare
to Nome, Alaska,” Sturgill said.
Winners, and others who decide to sign up for the
Alaska Gold Expedition, will visit the GPAA’s famous
Cripple River Mining Camp, a popular summer prospecting destination on the shores of the Bering Sea,
12 miles from Nome. The 2,300-acre property and camp
offers the best in gold prospecting adventure.
“All Gold and Treasure Expo attendees over 18 years
of age have an opportunity to win this unforgettable and
exciting adventure. With admission to the expos, attend-

where members are being taught how to
prospect or about land rights,” he said.
“The Chapter Summit is an administrative meeting for chapter officers to come
out and learn what’s new at the GPAA,
for chapters specifically, and take away
those things with them.”
Interested in starting
a GPAA chapter?
Besides state directors and elected
chapters board members, Ricci said the

The GPAA has brought
back the Alaska Gold
Expedition giveaways in
2014 — two at each expo.
Each trip is good for one
person for two weeks and
includes airfare to Nome,
Alaska.
ees are given a raffle ticket for the drawing to be held at
the end of each day of each show,” Sturgill said.
Along with the grand prize trip to Alaska, thousands
of dollars in other prizes, including metal detectors,
sluice boxes and concentrators, will be given away
to lucky participants. Additional tickets can be purchased throughout the expo with all proceeds going to
non-profit mining and land rights advocacy organizations, such as Public Lands for the People, as well as
charity groups.
GPAA Executive Director of Development Kevin
Hoagland, a seasoned prospector and metal detectorist, has taken a lead role in the seminar series this year
with a “back to the past” theme. Guest speakers will
include nationally recognized speakers who will share

GPAA is reaching out to any members
who want to start new chapters or are
considering running for an elected position at an existing chapter.
“I would like to extend an invitation
to any members who are interested in
running for elected positions and members who hope to form new chapters to
attend the summit,” Ricci said.
The national conference is open to all
state directors, chapter board members
and elected officers who are registered
with the GPAA national office.
The GPAA is extending that welcome
to any registered member who has a genuine desire to become an elected official
and is endorsed by his or her local chapter president or who can verify that they
are serious about forming a new chapter.
“We have a whole support program to
help them get started,” Ricci said.
For more information or to register
for the Chapter Summit, email Chapters Administrator Louis Escarcega at
GPAAchapters@goldprospectors.org
Brad Jones is the Managing Editor/Communications Director for the Gold Prospectors Association
of America and Lost Dutchman’s Mining Association.
He can be reached at bjones@goldprospectors.org

their knowledge of gold prospecting, gem and treasure
hunting and artifact recovery. Local experts will also be
on hand to help attendees gain a better understanding of
regional geology as well as tips and tricks for working
these grounds.
“During the VIP Manufacturer seminars, participants
will get a chance to ask questions directly to many of the
top small-scale mining manufacturers about their mining
equipment and accessories,” Hoagland said.
In addition to the new experiences for 2014, all the
old classics will also be present at the expos including
demonstrations of hundreds of prospecting products for
sale and daily seminars for everyone from novice to seasoned prospectors.
The 2014 GPAA Gold and Treasure Expos are open to
the public. Admission is $5 for adults and children under
12 get in free. Each paid attendee will receive a 14-inch
GPAA Gold Catcher Gold Pan and a copy of Gold Prospectors, the GPAA’s national magazine, a total value of
$13.99. Also, the first 100 paid attendees will receive a
free vial with real gold. For more information about the
2014 GPAA Gold and Treasure Expos and pre-registration, visit www.GoldandTreasureExpos.com.
To join the GPAA or Lost Dutchman’s Mining Association, go to www.goldprospectors.org.
Greg Miller is a Business Development Specialist for the
Gold Prospectors Association of America. He can be reached
at gmiller@goldprospectors.org. Brad Jones is the Managing Editor/Communications Director for the GPAA and Lost
Dutchman’s Mining Association. He can be reached at bjones@
goldprospectors.org
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Gerda & Steve Godwin

Florida couple goes for it
The ‘Sunshine State’ known for beachcombing and bling

By KRISTI WATERWORTH
For the GPAA

Long walks on the beach are a great
way to spend a vacation, but when you’re
a Gold Prospectors Association of America member trapped near the beautiful,
but metal-poor coast of Florida, a walk
on the sandy shores is also one of your
best opportunities to find a little treasure.
Gerda Godwin, a GPAA Lifetime
Member and secretary of the Branford,
Fla., chapter, has been cruising the state
with a metal detector in tow for the last
25 years. When she learned about the
GPAA, she and her husband, Steve, were
intrigued.
“It all started with the metal detecting
about 25 years ago and it just progressed
from there. We saw the TV show, Gold
Fever, with Tom Massie in 2009. Then,
we saw an advertisement in the local
paper about a meeting at another chapter nearby. We checked them out and
ultimately we decided that we’d form a
chapter of our own,” Godwin said. “We
joined the GPAA so we could find out
more about gold prospecting and to join
some of our fellow prospectors in one
day finding that elusive nugget — and
I’m talking a fist-size nugget.”
Joining the GPAA has changed the
way she looks at places when she travels, Gerda said. Now, she thinks about
the miners who worked popular sites like
Loud Mine when she’s visiting the area,
giving her a better appreciation for the
history there.
“I’ve been to north Georgia to visit
Helen as a tourist. Then later, we went to
the Loud Mine LDMA Camp. Of course,
this is the same area, but suddenly you
look at it with a completely different
point of view,” she said. “We actually
dug the dirt with shovels at Loud Mine
and I could really appreciate what those
old miners went through. It was really
back-breaking work.”
Lucky for Godwin, paydirt is hard
to come by in Florida, so there’s no

Steve and Gerda Godwin
pose in the barn where the
Banford, Fla., chapter of
the GPAA meets on the first
Saturday of each month.
The gold pan they’re holding was autographed by
Kia Massie and Aly Johnson.

back-breaking labor required to prospect and find really great treasure. Even
though digging isn’t her cup of tea, don’t
let her fool you, Gerda Godwin is a whiz
with her Garrett GTI 2500 Pro metal detector.
“In order for us to go gold panning,
we have to go to north Georgia or Alabama, so we mainly go out with the metal detector. We find anything from your
run of the mill coins, like pennies and
nickels and dimes and quarters, to the occasional piece of jewelry. We find lots of
bottle caps and junk and nails, too,” God-

win said. “They say that the best time to
go on the beach with a metal detector is
right after a good Nor’easter, they kind
of stir up the ocean and some of the stuff
that hasn’t been found yet washes up
onto the shore.”
Her passion for metal detecting isn’t
deterred by a bad day treasure hunting.
She knows that there’s always something
to be found if you look hard enough.
“You can look for hours and all you
find are bottle caps and aluminum foil
and gum wrappers. Your bag with the
trash gets more full and your bag with

the good stuff is empty. Then you take
just a few steps and the machine goes
‘DING!’ and you dig a little and you go
‘Oh My God!,’ ” Godwin said. “I found a
tungsten wedding ring once on the beach
— it was so heavy it felt like lead. It’s
probably one of my most unusual finds.”
Of course, metal detecting isn’t all
Gerda’s good at. Although her GPAA
chapter is too far from gold-rich areas
to make frequent prospecting trips possible, she’s helped the group find a way
to bring the gold to Branford. They hold
* godwins — Page 13
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Miners urged to ‘draw line in the sand’
Oregon legislators bury industry with fees, bans and restrictions
By SARAH REIJONEN
For the GPAA

Oregon miners began to feel the squeeze of Senate
Bill 838 in January when its first regulations went into
effect.
Gov. John Kitzhaber signed SB 838 into legislation in
August 2013. The bill crept into effect this year, but by
2016 it calls for a moratorium not only on suction dredging in the state of Oregon, but on all motorized placer
mining within 100 yards of virtually all gold-bearing waterways in the state. The moratorium spans seven years.
It is not scheduled to end until Jan. 2, 2021, which begs
the question: Is it truly a “moratorium” or is it an outright
ban?
Gold prospectors and miners marched on the Oregon State Legislature in April to protest the bill, but to
no avail. Now they are faced with a waiting game, said
Galice Mining District spokesman Kerby Jackson.
“Currently, we are watching the way the two state
agencies [Oregon Department of State Lands and Oregon

Department of Environmental Quality] are implementing
the provisions of SB 838 into their administrative regulations,” Jackson said. “At this stage, both agencies are in a
discussion draft stage, have held a series of public meetings and are looking to see what they can get away with.
“They are also implementing a lot of things that were
not in 838 that we believe are from the wish lists of environmental groups,” he said.
The governor has also wrangled up a task force to
learn more about suction dredging and its effects on the
environment.
Eastern Oregon Mining Alliance President Jan Alexander has high hopes that this task force will approach at
least a few experienced miners who can shed light on the
misconceptions of suction dredging and other prospecting practices.
“That’s the one thing we’re clinging to — our hope,”
Alexander said. “The governor said, ‘Yes, there’ll be a
task force. Yes, we’ll listen to the task force.’ We’re hoping that’ll be our ace in the hole.”
However, Jackson said he believes key mining organi-

zations as well as the Galice, Waldo and Jefferson mining
districts are intentionally being left out of the picture.
“It is crystal clear that the intention of the state of Oregon is to stuff that study group full of environmentalists
and bureaucrats for the purpose of running the miners
down,” he said.
There are many concerns with SB 838 and much of
it continues to be shrouded in mystery and vagueness,
Alexander said.
“It’s just crazy when they ran that bill through. They
didn’t fine-tune it,” she said. “They had to run it through
so fast that they made some mistakes in the language.”
Jackson said he has a laundry list of red flags associated with the bill. For example, ODEQ’s Discussion Draft
includes a ban on using mercury and “other chemical
agents” to process gold.
Besides the problem this poses for small lode mines
that use amalgamation, small batch leaching, froth flotation or even nitric acid, aqua regia, muriatic, vinegar and
other agents to clean gold, this poses a threat to small* OREGON — Page 14

GPAA members Walter and
Shirley Whitehouse watch
for color in one of the Banford, Fla., chapter’s small
sluices. The club members
built much of the mining
equipment they use in their
barn (left), which was built
by the chapter members.
Much of the equipment was
fashioned by chapter members from hardware store
parts.
Photos courtesy of
Gerda Godwin

GODWINS
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their meetings in an old barn that has been revamped
into a prospector’s fantasy playground — and they have
paydirt delivered to their front door.
“Our group meets once a month in a converted barn
where we have our setup. We order dirt from Georgia
or have members bring it back when they go on vacation to places like Alaska. We clean it and pan it and
have some really nice pieces to show for it,” Godwin
said. “The United States Postal Service says, ‘If it fits, it
ships!’ You can order paydirt from different sources, the
higher the quality, the more you pay. For us, it’s a great
concept: we have the equipment, but we can’t go to the
dirt, so we have the dirt come to us.”
The group has built a lot of their own equipment and
different members have learned mining techniques that
they are teaching one another. With so much equipment

available to the small club and big bags of paydirt arriving in the mail, it’s a virtual prospecting wonderland
at the GPAA chapter’s headquarters.
“It’s a big barn. We have two small sluices, a medium sluice, a Gold Cube and a giant trough set up where
at least four people can pan at one time. We’ve also got
a long trough, it’s about 10 feet long, that we use for
gem screening,” Godwin said. “We’re basically educating each other about techniques.”
The Branford chapter of the GPAA isn’t as involved
with the public lands issues that western chapters champion, but that doesn’t mean they have no concerns about
losing their freedom to metal detect. In Florida, the land
rights issues are just as pressing, though less known.
The fear is that metal detecting could eventually be
banned because of largely unsubstantiated statements
from univerisites that claim archaeological sites could
be disturbed.
“There’s not gold in Florida the way there is in Cali-

fornia, so the land rights aren’t as big of a protest issue
as they would be out West. Here it is mostly about metal detecting on public lands — a lot of the universities
object to people going out there because they fear an
archaeological site might be disturbed. But, if I didn’t
dig up a Spanish real [a type of copper, silver or gold
Spanish coin in production until 1854] somewhere, they
wouldn’t even know the site was there at all,” Godwin
said.
“A lot of people have learned to not tell where they
found relics because they don’t want the local government or the universities to get involved and make the
land inaccessible to the general public. Instead, they
claim they found things on the beach, in a park or on their
own land. They certainly don’t make a big issue about
discoveries, especially things like shipwreck coins.”
Kristi Waterworth is a freelance writer based in Missouri.
She can be reached at kristisdigitalnotebook@gmail.com
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scale miners who do not use chemicals
while prospecting, but could come in contact with naturally-occurring mercury.
“I feel that it is only a matter of time
before some miner is prosecuted for illegal mercury use for the crime of merely
dredging up a little bit of mercury-stained
gold that is naturally occurring,” Jackson
said. “ODEQ is attempting to exceed its
assumed lawful authority, which under
the Clean Water Act allows them to regulate the discharge of pollutants into a
waterway.”
The most alarming portion of the
ODEQ Discussion Draft is Section C7,
which gives ODEQ, the Environmental
Protection Agency and other agencies free
rein to inspect equipment, records and the
places where equipment is stored, including the home of a miner, without a warrant or a court order, Jackson said.

What is the next step?
Mining organizations are waiting on
the Bureau of Land Management to step
forward and assist, but Kitchar said he
isn’t holding his breath. He recently spoke
with BLM Chief of Solid Minerals Mitchell Leverette at a Northwest Mining Association Convention in Reno, Nev., but
didn’t get much reassurance.
“I said, ‘Is BLM aware of this? And, if
they are, are they gonna get involved? Are
they gonna let the state shut down mining in Oregon?’ He said, ‘We’re aware of
it. We have people looking at it.’ I’m not
gonna hang my hat on BLM saving us,”
Kitchar said.
Jackson holds some of the same sentiments toward the BLM.
“They have been remarkably quiet
from the top in D.C. down into their local
offices about whether or not they’ll act,”
Jackson said. “A few sources inside of
BLM have said that the agency is watching not only Oregon but also California,

Needless to say, what I have started to raise
the alarm over in this regard has already taken
place in Alaska and is apparently what we all
have to look forward to in Oregon, as well.
I do not believe for a minute that the majority
of miners in Oregon will tolerate this sort
of activity taking place here.

— Galice Mining District spokesman Kerby Jackson

Miners witnessed the strong-armed actions of the EPA last August when agents
of the Alaska Environmental Crimes Task
Force barged into the 17-person village of
Chicken, Alaska wearing police jackets
and body armor and carrying weapons.
The task force, made up of members of
the EPA, FBI, Coast Guard, Department
of Defense, the Alaska Department of
Public Safety and the Department of Environmental Conservation, said it was
checking for violations of section 404 of
the Clean Water Act. Even the DEC agent
was armed in the raid, according to an article in the Alaska Dispatch.
“Needless to say, what I have started
to raise the alarm over in this regard has
already taken place in Alaska and is apparently what we all have to look forward
to in Oregon, as well,” Jackson said. “I do
not believe for a minute that the majority
of miners in Oregon will tolerate this sort
of activity taking place here.”
Permit pricing has also changed to account for SB 838. ODEQ used to charge
$25 for a 700-PM that is issued as a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permit.
Waldo Mining District President Tom
Kitchar said the WMD has been suing
ODEQ since 2005 over this unwarranted
permit, which is used to regulate point
sources that discharge pollutants into U.S.
waters. The $25 fee jumped to $150 this
year in order to fund additional ODEQ
personnel to monitor dredging.
“Oh right, so we’re basically gonna
pay them to do a witch hunt,” Kitchar
said.
SB 838 also requires a permit number for each dredge — upon obtaining a
ODEQ permit — and that number must
be displayed on the equipment at all times.
“I’m sure the environmentalists want
to be able to go see, while they’re out
snooping ... if there’s a dredge out there,
and they want to know if that dredge has
a permit or not so they can turn you in.
That’s another part of this NPDES — it
allows third-party lawsuits under the
Clean Water Act so they get to play environmental police.”

very closely and that BLM is starting to
express some concern that their own management authority is being stepped on by
both states.”
In the meantime, Galice Mining
District is playing the waiting game like
everyone else, Jackson said.
“We are committed to taking legal
action against the state of Oregon over
the legislation. This will probably not
happen until the middle of 2014. By that
time, we will know what the full effect
of the legislation will be,” he said. “In
the meantime, we are also encouraging
individual miners to begin to properly
assess the value of the minerals on their
claims so as to firmly establish what their
long-term financial losses will be from
the legislation.”
Even taking legal action is daunting
amidst this assault on the mining community, Kitchar said.
“We’ve been in court, we’re still in
court over other things,” he said. “Even
when the law seems to be plainly and
clearly on our side, the courts seem to
come up with some way to either declare
us moot or ignore Supreme Court decisions and rule totally different from what
the U.S. Supreme Court says … what else
can we do?”
Jackson and Galice Mining District
CEO Rick Barclay are calling on miners
to unite and stand up for their congressionally granted rights despite the lack of
cooperation from state officials.
“We are asking that miners finally
draw a line in the sand, take a stand for
their rights and tell Kitzhaber ‘We will not
comply with your illegal regulations and
we will not allow our rights to be trampled
anymore.’ If only a few miners do that, it
will do nothing but get them branded as
‘radicals,’ but if we can get the mining
community to stand shoulder-to-shoulder
for once and to just say ‘No,’ the state of
Oregon will have a serious problem on its
hands.”
Sarah Reijonen is a freelance writer based in
Washington state. She can be reached at sarah
reijonen@yahoo.com
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Doing the math on lost jewelry and coins
By LANCE TAYL0R GRAFF
For the GPAA

My experience through many wonderful years of
metal detecting, treasure seeking and plain old fossicking has given me an attitude that there is enough treasure at our feet for everyone to join in on the fun. Many
times while metal detecting, I have run into detectorists
that are hard core and want no part of giving away secrets, but I say, ‘Lighten up!”
Secret locations are sacred to treasure seekers, and
I get that, but this is different. Just walk out your front
door and look around. Even if you don’t have a metal
detector, what you’ll find along with the simple joy
of being outdoors is, “treasure.” It’s everywhere and
I’ll prove it to you using my knowledge though experience.
Every month, on average, while metal detecting,
I find 2,000 coins and four pieces of jewelry along with
all around cool stuff. I detect two hours a day and sometimes longer on weekends and many times a month.
I go hunting with large groups from various Gold Prospectors Association of America chapters in Southern
California. You may not have that kind of time, but I
assure that if you buy a metal detector and stick to it,
you’ll find treasure.
Metal detectors are relatively inexpensive, especially for beginners, They range from models such as the
Bounty Hunter Quick Draw that sells for about $189
and the Garrett Ace 250 that sells for around $249. Your
local prospecting shop can give you the lowdown on
good machines. And, don’t forget to pick up a pinpointer, which is a must-have, along with a good digging tool
and finds bag.
If you already have a good machine and tools for
metal detecting, I also suggest finding a metal detecting
friend by joining a local GPAA chapter, which is filled
with many treasure seekers who are more than willing
to show you the ropes.
Coin shooting and lost jewelry
Now, here is the cool part. I have done my research
and have come up with some numbers that might surprise you. Let’s take a map of any city, you will probably want a map of your hometown, but here I have taken a one square-mile section of Temecula, Calif. This
is not rocket science and I simply want to state to you
what I have found to be true.
First, I searched for Temecula, Calif. in Google maps
and reduced a section of the map to one square mile. I
then converted the map to satellite. This enabled me to
see all the buildings, parks and potential metal detecting
sites that hold hidden treasure. Now, let’s do the math.
Secondly, I counted all the potential sites for metal

Submitted photo

Hemet Valley Prospectors GPAA Chapter member Lance Graff
hunts for coins and jewelry around Temecula, Calif. recently.
Top: Graff, who has a knack and a passion for metal detecting,
displays some of coins and jewelry he has found in the area.

detecting and come up with 1,000 residential homes, 25
industrial buildings, two schools and three public parks
in the square-mile map.
Let’s say that each residential home has $1 in hidden coinage and on average every tenth home has some
kind of jewelry such as a ring. Industrial buildings hold
$5 in hidden coinage and every tenth industrial building
may hold jewelry. Now, let’s look at the best sites. Every public park potentially holds $25 in hidden coinage
and four pieces of jewelry. Furthermore, schools are
also great places to hunt holding $20 in hidden coinage
and three pieces of jewelry.
Special note on schools: I only hunt the green belt
surrounding the schools and not while schools are in
session.
Thirdly, let’s add up the sites on the square mile map:
n 1,000 homes hold $1,000 in coinage and 100 pieces of jewelry.
n 25 industrial buildings hold $125 in coinage and
2.5 pieces of jewelry.
n 3 public parks hold $75 in coinage and 12 pieces
of jewelry.
n 2 public schools hold $50 in coinage and 6 pieces
of jewelry.

Total in coinage: $1,250
Total pieces of jewelry: 120.5
These numbers are not precise but are close enough
to get my point across. Now, I know that every residential home and industrial building, along with some
parks and schools, cannot be detected. But, just think
of all the lost items I’ve already mentioned that are out
there right now just waiting to be found by you.
If we take the total square miles of Temecula, which
is 30, then multiply that by the totals we have gotten
above, we get $37,500 in hidden coinage and 3,600
pieces of jewelry. Are you surprised?
Well, I will go one step further by letting you know
that there are 3,320 people per square mile in Temecula,
adding up to a total of over 100,000 people living in the
30 square-mile city. If every third person dropped just
one dime that would add up to $3,000. Dimes are commonly dropped because they are the smallest of change,
although many more pennies are left behind because of
their minimal value.
According to the United States census, there are 715
cities across the nation with a population of 100,000 or
more but even in the smaller towns you will be able to
locate treasure. Just in these 715 large cities across the
United States, there could be more than $26.8 million in
lost coinage and 2.5 million pieces of lost jewelry. It’s
mind-boggling! Do the math for yourself for any city
around the world and you will come up with the same
calculations — more or less.
Not only will you find treasure while detecting, but
it can bring folks together along with being a familyfriendly hobby that excites even the youngest to join
in and help. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been
out detecting and young kids have asked me, ‘What’s
the best thing you have ever found? Alternatively, ‘Can
I help you dig?’ I will never tire of the faces that I see
light up as I pull something valuable out of the ground
right in front of them.
In addition, if we all abide by the universal “Metal
Detecting Code of Honor” while hunting, more places
will become available to hunt. I always carry a business card that states I’m a treasure locator and will give
one to anyone interested in what I’m doing while metal
detecting just to break the ice and start a conversation
and hopefully get more people involved.
It has taken me years to acquire much of this insight
and I hope I’ve inspired some of you who’ve never used
a metal detector to get out and try it.
Treasure is everywhere, especially right under our
feet.
Lance Taylor Graff is a GPAA member and avid metal detectorist based in Hemet, Calif. He can be reached at lgraff3@roadrunner.
com
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Joe Smoot

Meet the Colonel

West Virginia state
director digs in deep

By SARAH REIJONEN
For the GPAA

Meet Colonel Joe.
He wears a black leather hat with
a braided strap around the base and
has a distinguishable, gray goatee and
matching mustache.
No, he didn’t get his nickname from
his possible resemblance to Colonel
Sanders, king of fried chicken. “Colonel” Joe Smoot looks more like a Civil
War colonel ready to go into battle, or
so he’s been told.
“Tom Massie’s family, one of his
daughters, come up and asked where I
purchased the hat and I told them Dollywood, so they said they was gonna
try and stop by Dollywood and buy him
one. So, Tom’s into the big-brimmed
hats, also.”
The nickname “Colonel” suits him
well. But, instead of fighting for the
North or South, he fights for the right
to prospect.
He began prospecting four-and-a
-half years ago and became a Gold
Prospector’s Association of America
Lifetime member shortly thereafter.
Fifty-six-year-old Smoot, who is a retired railroad inspector, didn’t waste
any time. Soon enough, the St. Albans,
W.V. resident had formed a new GPAA
chapter called the West Virginia Gold
Seekers. He took on the role of chapter
president until December 2012 when
he became the state director.
Since then, Smoot has gone to battle time and time again. He is currently
working with local lawmakers to push
through a non-commercial prospecting
bill that would give small-scale miners
the right to prospect with tools other
than just a pan and spade, which is all
they are currently permitted to use in
West Virginia.
Smoot would like to see the state
follow suit with its namesake and
neighbor to the southeast, Virginia,
which allows sluicing and small-scale
suction dredging.
Submitted photo
“The current law kind of limits us Above: GPAA West Virginia State Director Joe Smoot (right) is known as “the Colonel.” Here he
on what we can do,” Smoot said. “It’s gets out for some gold prospecting with friends. Below: Smoot’s grandson, Hayden, classifies
taken me three years to accomplish this some material in the anticipation of finding some color on a recent outing.
for a non-commercial prospecting law
in the state ... I spend most of my time
on the Internet researching the state
and local laws and ordinances to just
better our state, so we can get out there
and do more.”
Aside from getting involved in local government, Smoot recently joined
the ranks of a new talk radio show
called Goldprospectorsspace Radio.
The show, hosted by 1000MIKES, airs
every Thursday at 8:30 p.m. EST and
went public for the first time on Dec. 5.
On top of the radio station, Goldprospectorsspace also runs a social networking site specifically geared toward
the prospecting community.
“We started the talk show just for
members of that site,” he said. “They
have 3,200 members on there now,
and actually it’s somewhat similar to
Facebook. You can join, interact with
people on the chat and ask questions.

ON THE ’NET
www.goldprospectorsspace.com

What: Listen to the live
GoldProspectorsSpace
talk radio show
When: 8:30 pm EST Thursdays
Where: en.1000mikes.com/
show/goldprospectorsspace
There’s videos, there’s photographs —
it’s just a big family of prospectors,
gem hunters and metal detectors. It’s a
great community for everybody to get
over to and talk.”
As a state director, Smoot has helped
establish new chapters throughout
West Virginia and has even gone across
state lines to assist GPAA members in
building new chapters in both Craigsville and Hillsboro, Virginia.
“We’re planning to start two more
chapters in West Virginia so we’ve got
our bases all around the state ... We
have 1,040 members in the state now.
That’s a lot of people in a state as hilly
as this one is,” he said.
Smoot also wants to recruit new
prospectors and make sure prospecting
is secure for future generations, specifically his grandson, Hayden. Smoot
and his wife, Robin, who is also an active prospector, raise Hayden and make
sure he is out experiencing nature and
all that life has to offer instead of being
stuck behind a gaming console.
“We take him out to the creek and he
can actually pick out about 90 percent
of the rocks and gemstones for what
they are,” Smoot said.
Education is important for the longevity of prospecting and Smoot wants
the West Virginia Gold Seekers chapter
to be known as a group of innovators.
“We take the time and effort to teach
people how to pan, teach them all about
gold,” he said. “And, I want our local
chapter, to be known as one of the best
teaching chapters — not a chapter that
goes to the meeting for the drawing or
goes for the food, everything else. I
want them to go out there and experience being out there in actual nature.”
The West Virginia Gold Seekers
GPAA chapter welcomes everyone,
said Smoot, who is on disability and
struggles with heart and back problems. In fact, Smoot said one of their
members recently lost his leg to diabetes.
“He said he wouldn’t be able to
prospect no more,” Smoot said. “I said,
‘No, no, no, we got a place in Ohio. We
can take you right down to the water.’ ”
Besides teaching people how to
prospect and going the extra mile (or
extra 105 miles from West Virginia to
* colonel — Page 17
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Continued from Page 16

Ohio), Smoot said it is also important
to practice environmental stewardship.
“When I’m out there in the streams
when I’m dredging or even panning,
whatever, I’ve pulled out bottles, metals, glass, bottle caps, beer bottles and
beer cans. To me, cleaning up the environment as I go makes me feel like
I’ve done something — I’ve accomplished something,” he said.
And, the battle rages on when it
comes to setting the record straight.
Just leave it up to the “Colonel.”
“I was dredging this last year. I
was underwater and I kept getting this
feeling something was watching me.
I raised my head up and I had three
trout about a foot long looking right
at me. The trout were actually eating
the stuff my nozzle was kicking up every now and then. That just blew my
mind that the fish got in that close,” he
said. “They say dredging hurts the environment. No, it don’t! We break up
the sediment at the bottom so the fish
can spawn ... Don’t knock it till you’ve
tried it.”
Smoot prospects for the pure joy of
it. After battling with legislation and
answering phone calls, he just wants to
be able to enjoy his retirement.
“I joined the GPAA to go out and actually look for gold,” Smoot said. “I enjoy being outdoors. I enjoy being with
family and I’ve made so many good
friends doing this, it’s unreal. I actually get along better with the friends I’ve
made than I do my actual family.”
Sarah Reijonen is a freelance writer based in
Washington state. She can be reached at sarah
reijonen@yahoo.com

We take the time and effort to teach people
how to pan, teach them all about gold. And,
I want our local chapter, to be known as one
of the best teaching chapters — not a chapter that goes to the meeting for the drawing
or goes for the food, everything else. I want
them to go out there and experience being
out there in actual nature.

— West Virginia GPAA State Director Joe Smoot

Submitted photo

Kids love getting outside and being active. Gold prospecting is a fun and educational experience
for all youngsters. Here boys shovel material into a power sluice in the hopes of finding gold.

Rock Crusher

by Make Your Own Gold Bars
Price: $949 for 10-inch Rock
Crusher with electric motor as
tested (plus shipping)
Power Source: 1/2 HP electric
motor
ON/OFF switch: Yes

Feed Tube: 2.5” x 2.5”
Weight: 100 pounds
Exit: New bottom discharge
Extras: One new set of chains,
replaceable screen

Method: Four chain hammers

Website:
www.MakeYour
OwnGoldBars.com
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Got a question?
Steve@MakeYourOwn
GoldBars.com

Phone number:
(714) 848-5424
PLEASE NOTE CORRECTION OF PHONE NUMBER
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SAN DIEGO, CALIF.
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Chester Nowicki

The GPAA is doing a whole lot with different activities and they’ve changed a lot.
They’ve become a lot more political. They want everybody to be able to go out on public
lands and recreate ... I like them for that. A lot of the interaction the chapters have with the
GPAA is about land rights. — Treasure Seekers of San Diego President Chester Nowicki

Above: At the Bates Nut Farm Festival, Chester showed visitors young and old how to pan for gold and properly use a metal detector. His son and grandsons stopped by to visit the booth. Left to right:
Jacob Nowicki, Chester Nowicki, Alex Nowicki and Richard Nowicki. Below: Girl Scouts were taught how to pan for gold by Chester and members of the Treasure Seekers of San Diego County.

Nowicki: Land rights a big part of GPAA
Teaching children about prospecting and getting outdoors are key

By KRISTI WATERWORTH
For the GPAA

There’s a lot more to being the president of a Gold Prospectors Association
of America chapter than knowing a little
bit about pretty rocks. Just ask Chester
Nowicki, head of the Treasure Seekers of
San Diego County. For Nowicki, being
a local chapter president means educating others, community involvement and
making sure everybody has a great time,
whether they’re prospecting or attending
a GPAA meeting.
Nowicki and the TSS members dedicate a great deal of energy to teaching
children about the history of mining.
They can frequently be found at community events, in elementary school
gymnasiums and at Boy Scout meetings,
telling the stories of the ’49ers and showing their young audience how to pan for
gold.
“We do a lot of elementary schools, as
many as we can per year. We talk about
James Marshall, James Sutter, the California Gold Rush and the American River. I dress the part and I show them my
red handkerchief filled with gold nuggets

(gold painted rocks) and we talk about
the old days, what they had for gold panning and all that,” Nowicki said. “Dress
me up like an old prospector and give me
an auditorium full of kids and I go away
from this day and age. I’ll start talking
about the people involved and the kids
say, ‘How old are you?’ like I was born
in those days. I get into the spirit of the
whole thing. I love working with youngsters. We’ve expanded now and we do
presentations for both Boy Scouts and

Girl Scouts, as well.”
After telling the story of the gold find
that drew tens of thousands of prospectors
to California, Nowicki and his helpers line
up the kids and show them how to pan for
gold. They get to keep whatever they find
while prospecting in sand-filled tubs laced
with gold-painted rocks and gemstones.
Although they go back to class messy,
they all have a great time.
“Every kid gets to pan for gold nuggets.
It kind of blows them away that they have

“gold” and they get to keep it. They don’t
realize that it’s just gold-painted rocks,”
Nowicki said. “At the same time, we buy
polished gemstones and sprinkle them in
the pans, too. The girls like the gemstones
and they’ll trade their gold to the boys for
the gemstones. I think the girls are making out better than the boys are!”
Of course, the stories aren’t just for
the kids. And, the chapter meetings have
reflected Nowicki’s love of great lectures
for the last seven years. No matter the
time of the year, a meeting of the Treasure Seekers promises to be spiced up
with guest speakers from all over the
world.
“When I first started as president,
we were down to about 30 members
and then we started getting these great
speakers on metal detecting, geology,
gems and geo-caching and our membership went up to 50 and then 70. I had
to keep asking for more chairs for our
auditorium. Then, we had a geologist from
England come to talk to us about meteors
and meteorites. We had people standing
everywhere. I got in trouble for blocking fire lanes,” Nowicki said. “But, it’s
* NOWICKI — Page 19
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Continued from Page 18

my job to see that we’re all having fun.
When I go to a meeting and we have a
really fantastic speaker, you can hear the
people say, ‘Man, that was excellent!’
That’s my role. That’s what I thrive on.”
It’s not all fun and games for Nowicki, though. He and the Treasure Seekers
are active in the fight for preserving access to public lands in California and the
western United States. They take every
opportunity to ensure the voices of gold
prospectors and small-scale miners are
heard by the government entities that
manage public lands.
“Ever since the Obama administration took over, Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell [and formerly Ken Salazar] and
California Gov. Jerry Brown have been
continuously closing off public areas —
so we’re always staying on top of those.
We go back and forth between different
groups and talk to them about the closures,” Nowicki said. “We have some
lands that are still open to the public, but
no one is using them to hike and recreate
on, so the government is closing them
off because they don’t want to pay extra
forest rangers. If you’re not going to use
it, they’re going to fence it off. We go
around and voice our opinions to groups
like the U.S. Forest Service and we do a
lot as far as keeping our lands open.”
Nowicki and his friends keep on
top of the changing laws and restrictions
affecting access to public lands with the
help of the GPAA. In the time that he’s
been a member, Nowicki has watched
the GPAA develop a strong resolve when
it comes to public land access. With their
help, the many chapters stay updated on
various public land battles.
“The GPAA is doing a whole lot with
different activities and they’ve changed

Members of the Treasure Seekers of San Diego County taught children at the Bates Nut Farm
Festival in Valley Center, Calif., how to use prospecting equipment, including metal detectors, and
how to pan for gold.

a lot. They’ve become a lot more political,” he said. “They want everybody to
be able to go out on public lands and recreate or whatever they want to do with
the exception of destroying the lands. I
like them for that. A lot of the interaction the chapters have with the GPAA is
about land rights.”
Despite all the work he puts into the
fight for public land access and the Treasure Seekers of San Diego County, Nowicki makes sure to find time to go out
and prospect. He splits his time between
gold prospecting and metal detecting, but
gold prospecting is dearest to his heart.
No matter what he’s doing, he loves being
outside. If he happens to find something

THE

unique, that’s just icing on the cake.
“I like being outside, hiking and seeing what old prospectors left. A lot of
the areas where we go were mined in the
late 1800s and early 1900s and have a
lot of history,” Nowicki said. “My most
interesting find out there was a piece of
gold with a host rock on it near the Yuba
River. Sometimes when you find them,
they’ll just be a piece of quartz with just
a little bit of gold matrix in it, but finding
a chunk of gold still with its host is pretty
special.”
Kristi Waterworth is a freelance writer based
in Missouri. She can be reached at kristisdigitalnotebook@gmail.com

EASTERN OREGON MINING ASSOC.

& THE

WALDO MINING DISTRICT

HAVE HELD A SERIES

OF DRAWINGS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR ONGOING LITIGATION (SINCE 2005) OVER THE ILLEGAL
OREGON DEQ “INSTREAM MINING PERMIT” (700PM). THE OUTCOME OF THIS LITIGATION WILL
AFFECT ALL FUTURE “IN-STREAM” MINING IN OREGON (AND BEYOND?).
-- (MORE ON THE
LITIGATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE WMD WEBSITE AT: w w w . w a l d o m i n i n g d i s t r i c t . o r g ).

IT’S THE WRONG PERMIT . . . ISSUED UNDER THE WRONG AUTHORITY !
NOTE: DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL, OUR FINAL DRAWING WILL NOT BE HELD
AT THE SPRING 2014 GPAA GOLD SHOW IN SALEM, OR., AS ADVERTISED – SIMPLY BECAUSE THERE
WILL NOT BE A GPAA GOLD SHOW IN SALEM IN THE SPRING OF 2014. BECAUSE OF THIS, OUR
FINAL DRAWING HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED AND WILL BE HELD . . .

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2014, AT THE “MINER’S JUBILEE”
AT THE EOMA BOOTH IN GEISER POLLMAN PARK, BAKER CITY, OR..

GRAND PRIZE: 1/2 LB. OF GOLD!
TO ENTER:

PLEASE SEND A CHECK / M.O. (PAYABLE TO “EOMA”) FOR YOUR

NUMBER OF ENTRIES; ALONG WITH NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE / EMAIL TO:

NEXT ?

SIX FOR

ENTRIES:

$5.00 EA.

This

PLEASE HELP
US HELP YOU
KEEP O REG ON
STREAM S OPE N
TO MI NIN G!

EOMA DRAWING
P.O. BOX 932
BAKER CITY, OR. 97814

ALL ENTRIES FOR THE FINAL DRAWING MUST BE
RECEIVED BY EOMA NO LATER THAN JULY 18, 2014.
MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE - PLEASE INCLUDE S.A.S.E. IF YOU DESIRE A RECEIPT.

$25.00

For more Information, Official Rules, Prize & Winners List(s), & Printable Entry Coupons go to:

www.h2oaccess.com or www.waldominingdistrict.org

ALL ENTRIES IN OUR 1ST & 2ND PRELIMINARY DRAWINGS ARE ELIGIBLE
TO WIN IN THIS FINAL DRAWING FOR THE 1/2 POUND OF GOLD.

FINAL DRAWING PRIZE LIST:
GRAND PRIZE: ONE-HALF POUND OF GOLD!

… and many other great prizes!
EOMA is a 501c6 Nonprofit Org.

3RD

1ST PLACE: TWO (2) SHARES TO “EMILY CAMP”
2ND PLACE: 1 OZ SILVER EOMA MEDALLION
PLACE: BOOK – “… Researching & Locating Mining Claims”
4TH PLACE: LES SCHWAB EMERGENCY ROAD KIT

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS
EOMA & WMD, with the support of many
other mining orgs & individuals, have
been involved in litigation against the
DEQ 700-PM permit since 2005. In this
latest round (since 2010), after 3½
years of paper shuffling, we are finally
about to go to court. PLEASE HELP US
STAY IN THIS IMPORTANT FIGHT!
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CHAPTERS CORNER

Why you should
join your local
GPAA chapter
By LOUIS ESCARCEGA

GPAA Chapters Administrator

The Gold Prospectors Association of America currently has
17 new GPAA Chapters being
formed which will bring us to
a total of 128 Chapters in 45
states.
The only
states
that
do not have
local GPAA
chapters are
Hawaii, Kentucky, New
Hampshire,
Louis Escarcega Rhode Island
and Vermont.
Now, even though that’s extraordinary, we know that only
10 percent of GPAA members
attend local area chapter meetings.
Why only 10 percent? I
posed that question to some
GPAA members, chapter members and chapter officers recently. What I discovered is that an
overwhelming number of people aren’t a part of a chapter
simply because they don’t know
what a chapter is.
What is a local
GPAA chapter?
First, let me tell you what a
chapter isn’t. It isn’t a place you
go to pay dues. Membership in
any GPAA chapter across the
country is free. A chapter isn’t a
place where you go to make any
kind of payment.
A chapter is not a place
where you go to have more
rules imposed upon you. It’s a
place where you can go to learn
and understand what rules for
local mining and prospecting
are already in place.
The purpose of GPAA chapters is to provide a friendly atmosphere for members and
non-members to interact and

learn different methods of gold
prospecting, small-scale mining, gem hunting, metal detecting and treasure hunting. GPAA
chapters are family-oriented
and open to single adults, parents and their children. We teach
members how to identify gold,
gems and other precious metals in the field and legally mine
them for themselves. There is
no cost to you as a participant to
attend lectures, demonstrations
and hands-on training at chapter
meetings.
Strength in numbers
Chapters also provide a forum for members to learn more
about conservation, how to respect Mother Nature and how
to prospect and mine responsibly. You’ll also learn about your
mining rights. GPAA chapters
help to provide strength and a
local voice for small-scale miners. Chapter members support
for one another in the gold prospecting community at a time
when your rights to access and
mine — not only on public lands
in the western United States, but
everywhere — have come under
attack by extreme environmentalist groups and some federal
agencies. Find out what you can
do to protect your freedom.
Up close and personal
Local chapters are formed for
the purpose of bringing prospectors together — people who
are passionate about gold prospecting and small-scale mining and share common ground.
Meetings are fun places to make
friends, tell stories and listen to
the prospecting adventures of
others. You’ll hear interesting
guest speakers talk about gold
prospecting, mining equipment,
safety practices and treasures
found. And, in some instances,
becoming a member of a local

Above: Kids count the coins they found during a prospecting demonstration by members of the Treasure Seekers of
San Diego County at the Bates Nut Farm Festival in Valley Center, Calif. Below: Chester Nowicki, president of the San
Diego Treasure Seekers and his prospecting pals take a break from gold prospecting at Roaring Camp. (Left to right)
Jerry Goldstein, Robert Cook, Nowicki and Jim Mears. For more information about the Treasure Seekers of San Diego
County, see story on Page 18.

chapter comes with benefits
specific to that chapter, great
food and lots of laughs.
In other words, local GPAA
chapters and their members
take this huge nationwide association and make it personal.
Our chapter members are our
strength and our reason for existence. They put a friendly face
on an organization that, like any
other national group, can seem
impersonal at times — not that
we mean to be.
Organizations, by their very
nature, can seem impersonal
until you get down to the grassroots and find out for yourself
what it’s all about from others
who have been there, done that
and are still doing it!

GPAA State Directors
ALABAMA
Scott Holland		
Miner Mike Finlay

205-370-5595
334-756-3842

ALASKA
Joe Demaree		

907-283-7808

ARIZONA
Fred Siekmann		
Donald Savill		
CALIFORNIA
Ray Wilkerson		
Nancy Roberts		

Featured State Director
This issue’s featured GPAA
state director is Joe Smoot of
West Virginia. See story on Page 16.

480-947-8617
520-220-0604

INDIANA
Edward Romine

760-598-6441
559-681-5144

IOWA
Howard Ron White

860-228-8037

KANSAS
Randy DonCarlos

GEORGIA
Dave Messer		
ILLINOIS

770-319-9276

LOUISIANA
Thomas Caughlin

318-259-4453

Chris Stuewe		

708-473-4690

MAINE
Gloria Campbellton

207-582-2677

CONNECTICUT
Lester Kemble		

812-736-1375
319-936-7291
785-231-0860

Get outdoors, attend outings
Another bonus of being a part
of a GPAA chapter is that these
members not only have monthly meetings but they organize
outings together on claims or
leases, including common digs
at which you can get hands-on
experience working with seasoned prospectors.
Chapter members attend
schools, fairs and other community events where they share
with others the excitement and
outdoor adventure of prospecting and small-scale mining
and build the strength of their
own chapters by attracting new
members.
Who wouldn’t want to be a
part of a group like that?

Jack Duggins		

207-582-9267

MARYLAND
Jody Francisco		

240-361-7798

MASSACHUSETTS
Timothy English
MICHIGAN
Robert Bednarick
Jaimie Wright		
MISSiSSIPPI
Jim Young		
MONTANA
Kevin Grasser		
NEVADA
Deanna Costen

702-452-1049

NEW MEXICO
Paul Rockhold		

505-250-5529

NORTH CAROLINA
Harry Powell		

910-638-1729

OHIO
Bud Kaczor		
Harold Walters		

440-734-4027
740-687-1184

413-695-0809

Getting together
Now, if you’re one of our lone
wolf prospectors who choose to
“go it alone,” let me tell you that,
besides being a greenhorn gold
prospector, I’m a skydiver, hiker
and I ride a Harley. Trust me, I enjoy being alone sometimes. I get
it. And, the GPAA respects your
choices. But, some of the greatest
times I’ve had doing any of those
activities is when I’ve been able
to do them with other like-minded individuals.
Friends, family or even strangers I’ve just met seem to enjoy
hearing my stories a lot more than
me telling myself the same stories
over and over. Do life together.
Share your experiences. Teach
the next generation. That’s what
it’s all about.
Want to start a chapter?
For those GPAA, LDMA and
Lifetime members who don’t
yet belong to a local GPAA
chapter, remember chapters are
free to join and are your best
bet for meeting new friends and
finding more gold!
For more information about
joining or starting a GPAA
chapter in your area, call 1-800551-9707. Ask for the chapters
department.
Louis Escarcega is the Chapters
Administrator for Gold Prospectors Association of America. He can be reached at
gpaachapters@goldprospectors.org.

OREGON
Robert Rasey		
Robert Wedding
TENNESSEE
Bryan Barner		

503-397-3047
503-761-0635
423-519-2497

228-326-2796

TEXAS
Derroll Ross		
Phillip Caffey		
VIRGINIA
Ken Pickelsimer

276-233-8310

406-628-8314

WASHINGTON
Donald Kirst		

360-808-3397

231-920-9439
269-731-5139

WEST VIRGINIA
Joe Smoot		
WISCONSIN
Paul Pogrant		
WYOMING
Rick Messina		

940-325-5822
972-680-0377

304-972-1976
920-960-9406
307-234-0244
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galejoe46@gmail.com
Jim Young • 228-326-2796
(SAN JOSE, CA)
(ALLEGHANY, PA)
master47@cableone.net
Mike Phillips
Sean McGarry • 330-793-5357
kitfoxchumash@yahoo.com
MISSOURI
June/July 2013
Pick & Shovel
Gazette
(PORT MATILDA, PA)
(STOCKTON, CA)
(ST. JOSEPH, MO)
Robert Seager • 717-935-5384
Robert Guardiola • 209-606-0085
Melvin Altis • 816-628-5493
caverzig@embarqmail.com
deltagolddiggers@gmail.com
MINNESOTA
(NEW
OXFORD, PA)
(REDDING, CA)
maltis@uniteone.net
(KASSON,
MN)
Gale Livelsberger • 717-817-7569
J.R. Brandvold
• 530-356-9389
(TEMECULA,
CA)
SOUTH CAROLINA
(ST.
LOUIS, MO)
John
Wilkus
•
507-835-2761
galejoe46@gmail.com
ernestbrandvold@yahoo.com
Jack Barber
• 951-595-0942
(DEADWOOD,
SC)
Jim Wilson • 618-974-9857
john.wilkus@gmail.com
(PORTGriffey
MATILDA,
PA)
COLORADO
jack_barber@hotmail.com
David
• 605-430-7456
damnitjim707@yahoo.com
(STILLWATER, MN)
Robert
(COLORADO SPRINGS, CO)
COLORADO
(Seneca,
SC) Seager • 717-935-5384
(WELLINGTON, MO)
Robin Stiller • 651-592-4601
caverzig@embarqmail.com
Ron Woods
• 719-597-6104
(COLORADO
SPRINGS,
CO)
Dan Crawford • 864-843-6729
Roenna Johnston
atomic_styles@yahoo.com
SOUTH CAROLINA
albertawoods@q.com
The best way to get the most out of your GPAA/
Ron Woods
• 719-597-6104
djcrawford1960@att.net
roebeanie@aol.com
MISSISSIPPI
(SENECA, SC)
(DENVER, CO)
LDMA membership is to join a local chapter.
albertawoods@q.com
(simpsonville, SC)
MONTANA
(BILOXI, MS)
Dan Crawford • 864-843-6729
Johnny Walker • 720-523-3386
(DENVER,
CO)
Chapters are free to join and designed to help,
Wayne
Schook • 864-963-0821
(BELGRADE,
DarylMT)
Rice • 228-474-1080
djcrawford1960@att.net
johnny@denvergpaa.org
Johnny Walker • 720-523-3386
cmschook@yahoo.com
teach, advise and inform members! Chapters
darylrice@att.net
(SIMPSONVILLE,
SC)
(DURANGO, CO)
Earl Wortman • 406-600-3812
johnny@denvergpaa.org
are a great way to share your passion for gold
TENNESSEE
MISSOURI
Wayne Schook • 864-963-0821
Toby Walker • 970-946-1774
earlwortman@gmail.com
(GRANDybotreklaw@yahoo.com
JUNCTION, CO)
(COKER
CREEK, TN)
(ST. JOSEPH,
cmschook@yahoo.com
prospecting with others!
(BILLINGS,
MT)MO)
Howard
Martsolf
Altis
• 816-628-5493
TENNESSEE
(GOLDEN,
CO) • 970-523-1357
Chuck Pharis • 818-802-1603
MelvinMelvin
Waymire
• 406-860-1624
LOCAL GPAA CHAPTERS
goldcatcher74@yahoo.com
maltis@uniteone.net
(COKER CREEK, TN)
Joe Johnston • 303-696-6950
chuck@pharis-video.com
mrgrumpysgold@gmail.com
ALABAMA
(OLATHE,president@foothillsprospectors.com
CO)
(ST. LOUIS,
MO)
Chuck Pharis
(SUGARTREE,
TN)• 818-802-1603
(CRAGFORD,
AL)the most out of your GPAA/LDMA
(GREAT
FALLS,
MT)
The
best way to get
Marlin
Littlefield
• 970-399-7557
Jim
Wilson
•
618-974-9857
chuck@pharis-video.com
(GRAND
JUNCTION,
CO)
Mike
Coto
•
731-549-4878
membership
is to join
a local chapter. Chapters are
Troy England • 406-799-1345
Bill Lambeth
• 334-864-8197
marlinlt@skybeam.com
damnitjim707@yahoo.com
(SUGARTREE,
TN)
Howard Martsolf • 970-523-1357
freebuddybo1y@yahoo.com
to join and designed to help, teach, advise and
mcoto@sugartreeprospectors.org
tengland@bresnan.net
CONNECTICUT
(WELLINGTON, MO)
Mike Coto • 713-549-4878
goldcatcher74@yahoo.com
inform members! Chapters are a great way to share
(LINCOLN, MT)
TEXAS
ALASKA
(DANIELSON,
Randy Don Carlos • 785-231-0860
mcoto@sugratreeprospectors.org
(OLATHE, CO)CT)
your passion for gold prospecting with others!
Bob
Rosteck
•
406-453-9050
(ABILENE, TX)
(ANCHORAGE,AK)
mo_gpaa@hotmail.com
TEXAS
Marlin Littlefield
• 970-399-7557
Lester Kemble
• 860-228-8037
Harley
Sadler
NEVADA
Bill Dunlevy • 907-337-5668
MONTANA
(EL PASO,
TX)• 325-513-8657
marlinlt@skybeam.com
ALABAMA
lkemble@charter.net
harleysadler@ymail.com
(LAS
VEGAS,
NV)
(BELGRADE,
MT)
Pete
Rosh • 915-755-0295
CONNECTICUT
(FAIRBANKS,
(CRAGFORD,AK)
AL)
FLORIDA
(EL PASO,elpasoprospectors@att.net
TX)
DeannaEarl
Costen
• 702-452-1049
Wortman
• 406-763-4480
(DANIELSON,
Craig Smith
• 907-456-1994
Bill Lambeth
• 334-864-8197
(BRANFORD,
FL)CT)
Pete Rosh • 915-755-0295
(BILLINGS, MT)
(GRANBURY,
TX)
Lester Kemble
• 860-228-8037
dcosten@cox.net
buddybo1y@yahoo.com
interioralaskagpaa@gmail.com
Gerda Godwin
• 386-496-1280
elpasoprospectors@att.net
Melvin
Waymire
•
406-860-1624
John
Hammons
• 817-905-2417
lkemble@charter.net
ALASKA
(RENO,
NV)
(KENAI,AK)
(ORLANDO, FL)
(GRANBURY,
TX)
mrgrumpysgold@gmail.com
gpaa77@yahoo.com
FLORIDA
(ANCHORAGE,AK)
Larry Robbins
• 775-475-0258
Joe
Demaree • 907-398-7808
Thomas Davis • 407-625-6926
John
HammonsTX)
• 817-905-2417
(LINCOLN, MT)
(GREENVILLE,
(BRANFORD, FL)
gpaainforenochapter@yahoo.com
Thomas.davisjr1@gmail.com
ARIZONA Bill Dunlevy • 907-337-5668
Bob Rosteck • 406-453-9050
Don Brisendine • 903-725-7960
Gerda Godwin • 386-496-1280
gpaa77@yahoo.com
ARIZONA
GEORGIA
(PARKER, AZ)
NEW JERSEY
NEVADA
donlin@etex.net
(ORLANDO, FL)
(PARKER, AZ)
(GREENVILLE,
TX)
(AUGUSTA, GA)
Angel Lund • 760-627-4027
(CLARK,
NJ)
(LAS VEGAS, NV)
(ROUND
ROCK, TX)
Thomas Davis • 407-625-6926
Angel Lund • 760-627-4027
Don
Brisendine
• 903-725-7960
CharlesThomas.davisjr1@gmail.com
Lott • 706-631-7753
crgpaa@yahoo.com
Stephen
Wien •Costen
201-463-0360
Deanna
• 702-452-1049
Kevin Green • 512-310-8111
crgpaa@yahoo.com
donlin@etex.net
charleslott77©yahoo.com
(PHOENIX,
steve_wien@hotmail.com
dcosten@cox.net
GEORGIA
(PHOENIX,AZ)
AZ)
(ROUNDkevin@roundrockgpaa.net
ROCK, TX)
(BUCHANAN,
GA)
Fred Siekmann
•
480-947-8617
(RENO,
NV)
(WICHITA
FALLS,
TX)
(AUGUSTA,
GA)
NEW
MEXICO
Fred Siekmann • 480-947-8617
Kevin
Green
• 512-310-8111
Alan
McCary
•
770-927-7787
arizonagold@cox.net
Larry Robbins
Alan
Davis
• 940-357-9075
Charles Lott • 706-631-7753
arizonagold@cox.net
(ALAMOGORDO,
NM) • 775-475-0258
kevin@roundrockgpaa.net
IDAHO
(PRESCOTT
VALLEY,
gpaainforenochapter@yahoo.com
adavis.dcsi@sbcglobal.net
charleslott77©yahoo.com
(PRESCOTT
VALLEY,AZ)
AZ)
Albert Sims
• 575-437-8594
(WICHITA FALLS, TX)
(IDAHO
FALLS, ID)
Bobby Bobby
Shearon
• 928-775-2506
NEW
MEXICO
UTAH
(BUCHANAN,
GA)
Shearon
• 928-775-2506
butch@camacs.com
Alan Davis • 940-357-9075
Mario
Poletti
•
208-785-7477
pvprospectors@gmail.com
(ALAMOGORDO,
NM)
(SALT LAKE CITY, UT)
Alan McCary • 770-927-7787
pvprospectors@gmail.com
(DEMING,
NM)
adavis.dcsi@sbcglobal.net
caribouidahochapter@yahoo.com
Albert Sims••575-545-4641
575-437-8594
Doug McCart • 801-301-9931
IDAHO
(SIERRA
VISTA,
(SIERRA
VISTA,AZ)
AZ)
Russ Schumacher
VIRGINIA pcsdoug@aol.com
Butch@camacs.com
(IDAHOID)
FALLS, ID)
(NAMPA,
Tom Tierney
• 520-378-3294
Tom Tierney
• 520-378-3294
rockstogemsgold@yahoo.com
(Hillsville, VA)
(DEMING,
NM)
VIRGINIA
• 208-785-7477
(SHOW
LOW,AZ)
AZ)
WayneMario
EvansPoletti
• 208-454-8996
(SHOW
LOW,
(SILVER
CITY,
NM)
Bill Humble • VA)
276-251-2198
Russ Schumacher • 575-545-4641
(HILLSVILLE,
caribouidahochapter@yahoo.com
Ron•Ream
• 928-242-2310
trwingnut@yahoo.com@cableone.net
Ron Ream
928-242-2310
Don Harold • 330-730-9088
sw.va.gpaachapter@gmail.com
NEW JERSEY
Bill Humble • 276-251-2198
(NAMPA,
ID)ID/SNAKE R.)
shologp2a@gmail.com
(TWIN
FALLS,
shologp2a@gmail.com
olddonkey42@yahoo.com
(CLARK, NJ)
sw.va.gpaachapter@gmail.com
Cary
Singleton • 208-863-3580
WASHINGTON
(TUCSON,AZ)
AZ)
Brad Dey
• 208-280-0538
(TUCSON,
NEW
YORK Stephen Wein • 201-463-0360
WASHINGTON
buckskinmining@cableone.net
David Steimle
• 520-294-5074
(AUBURN, WA)
thedore@cableone.net
David Steimle
• 520-294-5074
(CORTLAND,
NY)
steve_wein@hotmail.com
(AUBURN,
WA)• 253-833-2255
(TWIN FALLS, ID/SNAKE R.)
desteimle@msn.com
John
Dawson
ILLINOIS
desteimle@msn.com
Danny
Miller
• 607-524-8401
NEW
YORK
John
Dawson • 253-833-2255
Brad
Dey
•
208-280-0538
ARKANSAS
(EVERETT,
WA)
(ALSIP, IL)
ARKANSAS
goldfanatic56@gmail.com
(CORTLAND, NY)
(EVERETT,
WA)• 425-263-2293
thedore@cableone.net
(FAYETVILLE, AR)
Eras
Gattshall
Chris
Stuewe
•
708-473-4690
(FAYETVILLE,
AR)
NORTH CAROLINA
Danny Miller • 607-524-8401
Eras WA)
Gattshall • 425-263-2293
ILLINOIS
Tony Barnhill
• 479-871-1287
(LONGVIEW,
possum1261@gmail.com
Tony Barnhill
•
479-871-1287
(ABERDEEN,
NC)
goldfanatic56@gmail.com
(LONGVIEW,
WA)
(ALSIP,
IL)
patricia.barnhill@tyson.com
Robert
Costello
• 360-274-3396
(ROCK ISLAND,
IL)
patricia.barnhill@tyson.com
HarryCAROLINA
Powell • 910-638-1729
NORTH
Robert Costello • 360-274-3396
Chris Stuewe • 708-473-4690
CALIFORNIA
(PORT
ORCHARD,
WA)
Ben Nicholson
• 309-368-9741
rockhammerharry@yahoo.com
(ABERDEEN, NC)
(PORT ORCHARD, WA)
possum61@sbcglobal.net
CALIFORNIA
(BAKERSFIELD, CA)
Lonny Meadows • 253-333-8931
benpah@gmail.com
(GREENSBORO,
NC) • 910-638-1729
Harry Powell
Lonny Meadows • 253-333-8931
(ROCK ISLAND, IL)
Gil Angelo
(BAKERSFIELD,
CA)• 661-301-4409
ldmeadows6@gmail.com
(JACKSONVILLE,
IL) • 309-368-9741
ldmeadows6@gmail.com
Ben Nicholson
Robertrockhammerharry@yahoo.com
Way • 336-455-2119
Adolphpapagil80@att.net
Lostaunau • 661-586-5395
(VANCOUVER,
WA)
Edwardbenpah@gmail.com
Long • 217-245-1465
(MATTHEWS, NC)
(RENTON, WA)
(BREA, CA)
eurekagoldpan@yahoo.com
alostaunau@yahoo.com
Al
Lewis
•
971-235-8308
centralillinoisprospectors@gmail.com
GlennNC)
Coleman • 704-299-2808
Brian Kushin • 206-922-2408
(JACKSONVILLE, IL)
Max Maxilom • 626-488-9310
(MATTHEWS,
(BREA, CA)
countryal@msn.com
INDIANA Edward Long • 217-245-1465
glenncoleman43@gmail.com
(VANCOUVER, WA)
aunut2k@hotmail.com
Glenn Coleman
• 704-299-2808
Larry Carr
• 714-454-2514
(GATESVILLE,
IN)
NORTH
DAKOTA
Al Lewis • 971-235-8308
long452@hotmail.com
WEST VIRGINIA
(CHICO, CA)
glenncoleman43@gmail.com
larrycarr1957@gmail.com
(BISMARCK,
ND)
countryal@msn.com
INDIANA
Thomas
Smith
•
812-798-7327
(NEW
HAVEN,
WV)
Mark
Thompson
•
530-520-5134
NORTH
DAKOTA
(CHICO, CA)
TerryND)
Hoerer • 701-226-6325
WEST
(GATESVILLE, IN)
tjsmith@iendeavor.com
(CONCORD,
CA) • 530-520-5134
JeffVIRGINIA
Jeffers • 304-275-0832
(BISMARCK,
Mark
Thompson
ndgpa@yahoo.com
(NEW HAVEN,
Jim Mcintyre • 812-614-3477
Brian Ramos • 925-603-3271
IOWA
(NITRO,
WV) WV)
Terry Hoerer
• 701-226-6325
(CONCORD,
CA)
OHIO
Jim DeWeese
• 304-882-2578
mr2dmducks@yahoo.com
eastbaygpaa@gmail.com
(MALCOM,
IA)
David
Kessler
• 304-546-3309
ndgpa@yahoo.com
Brian Ramos • 925-603-3271
(BELLVILLE, OH)
gpaawv@gmail.com
(GREENSBURG,
IN)
(FRESNO, CA)
Jerry
Rhan
•
641-485-4716
(CRAIGSVILLE,
WV)
eastbaygpaa@gmail.com
OHIO
Dennis Staskiewicz • 973-726-9831
(NITRO,
WV)• 304-742-5097
Edward Romine • 812-736-1375
Nancy Roberts • 559-681-5144
goldpanman@ymail.com
Larry
Board
(FRESNO,cvprospector@cvprospectors.org
CA)
(BELLVILLE,
OH)
gotgold1@live.com
David
Kessler • 304-546-3309
E.romine@frontier.com
KANSAS
larry_board@yahoo.com
Nancy
Roberts
Dennis
Staskiewicz
(LUCASVILLE,
OH) • 937-726-9831
(CRAIGSVILLE, WV)
IOWA
(HESPERIA,
CA)• 559-681-5144
(Wichita,
KS)
(SMITHVILLE, WV)
cvprospector@cvprospectors.org
gotgold1@live.com
Harold Walters • 740-687-1184
Larry Board • 304-742-5097
(MALCOM, IA)
Robert Fredlund • 951-314-0439
Dan Reisig • 316-207-3390
Bob Whitcomb • 304-477-3927
(HESPERIA,
CA)
(HARRISON, OH)
larry_board@yahoo.com
Jerry Rhan • 641-485-4716
(LUCASVILLE,
hrfred@hotmail.com
dan@wichitagpaa.org
awardart@zoominternet.net
Robert
Fredlund
Hancock
• 513-885-0531
WISCONSIN
goldpanman@ymail.com
(HIGHLAND,
CA) • 951-314-0439
Harold Jim
Walters
• 740-687-1184
MAINE
WISCONSIN
hrfred@hotmail.com
jhancock16@yahoo.com
(GREENBUSH, WI)
KANSAS
Dale Wahlfeldt • 909-437-2765
(HARRISON,
OH)
(WINDSOR,
(GREENBUSH,
(HIGHLAND,
CA)
OKLAHOMA
RonaldWI)
Smith • 920-892-4092
(WICHITA,ME)
KS)
dwahlfeldt@hotmail.com
Jim Hancock • 513-885-0531
Phillip Moulton
• 207-660-7563
Charlesausmith2005@yahoo.com
Riel • 414-328-3194
(ADA, OK)
Dan Reisig
• 316-207-3390
Dale
Wahlfeldt
(HEMET,
CA) • 909-437-2765
jhancock16@yahoo.com
mainegoldpanna32@aol.com
chu_r@hotmail.com
Phil Roblin • 580-320-3424
(RICE LAKE, WI)
dan@wichitagpaa.org
Arnold Shields • 951-544-0145
dwahlfeldt@hotmail.com
OKLAHOMA
MARYLAND
(RICE LAKE,
(OKLAHOMA CITY, OK)
MikeWI)
Wiersma • 715-523-2748
LOUISIANA
(HEMET,ajshields48@yahoo.com
CA)
(OKLAHOMA CITY, OK)
(FREDERICK,
MD)LA)
Mike Pung • 405-736-6282
usmike@mchsicom
(ALEXANDRIA,
Mike Wiersma
• 715-523-2748
(PASO ROBLES,
Arnold
Shields • CA)
951-544-0145
Mike Pung
• 405-650-0542
Jody Francisco
240-361-7798
mcwood@iglide.net
(TOMAH,
WI)
Thomas •Caughlin
• 318-259-4453
David Fauset • 805-610-5223
usmike@mchsicom
ajshields48@yahoo.com
mcwood@iglide.net
jodylaurafrancisco@yahoo.com
OREGON
caughlin36@bellsouth.net
ccgpprez@yahoo.com
(TOMAH,Mike
WI) Flint • 608-372-0694
(MARIPOSA,
CA)
(BROWNSVILLE, OR)
mwink12@excite.com
MASSACHUSETTS
MAINE
Mike
Flint
• 608-372-0694
OREGON
Pat
McCall
•
209-966-6199
(SACRAMENTO, CA)
Wendy Houtz
(WAUSAU, WI)
(WINDSOR, ME)
(GREENFIELD,
MA)
(BROWNSVILLE,
OR) • 541-990-6214
mwink12@excite.com
pmc@sti.net
Jim Hutchings • 530-367-5108
_frog606@yahoo.com
Kurt
Phillip
Moulton
• 207-660-7563
Timothy
English
• 413-695-0809
Wendyfire
Houtz
• 541-990-6214
(WAUSAU,
WI)Bublitz • 715-340-2831
(PASO ROBLES,
CA)
jhutchings22@hotmail.com
(KLAMATH
FALLS,
OR)
lizzy101@charter.net
mainegoldpanna32@aol.com
timster6154@yahoo.com
fire_frog606@yahoo.com
Kurt Bublitz • 715-340-2831
David Fauset • 805-610-5223
(SAN DIEGO, CA)
James
Simington
WYOMING
MARYLAND
MICHIGAN
(KLAMATH
FALLS,
OR) • 541-851-0374
lizzy101@charter.net
ccgpprez@yahoo.com
Chester Nowicki • 760-747-1165
(PORTLAND, OR)
(CASPER, WY)
(FREDERICK,
(CADILLAC,
MI)MD)
James Simington • 541-851-0374
WYOMING
(PORTERVILLE,
CA)
CandHNow@cox.net
Richard Ruth • 503-663-9087
Rick Messina • 307-234-0244
Jody Francisco • 240-361-7798
Bob Bednarick • 231-920-9439
(PORTLAND, OR)
(CASPER,wooddoctor4@msn.com
WY)
Yvonne
FioriCA)
• 559-361-3147
(SAN JOSE,
richardruth5@frontier.com
jodylaurafrancisco@yahoo.com
r_bedn@yahoo.com
Richard
Ruth
•
503-663-9087
Rick
Messina
• 307-234-0244
yvonnefiori@att.net
Mike Phillips
(ROSEBURG, OR)
(CHEYENNE, WY)
MASSACHUSETTS
MINNESOTA
richard.ruth5@comcast.com
wooddoctor4@msn.com
(Redding,
CA)
kitfoxchumash@yahoo.com
Walt Evens• 541-459-3489
Ken Siders • 307-514-0033
(GREENFIELD, MA)
(KASSON,
MN)
(ROSEBURG, OR)
(CHEYENNE,
WY)
Robert (Bob) O’Connor • 530-221-0998
PENNSYLVANIA
ken43ken43@yahoo.com
Timothy English • 413-695-0809
(STOCKTON,
CA)
John Wilkus
• 507-835-2761
Walt
Evens • 541-459-3489
Ken
Siders •WY)
307-514-0033
rcoconnor@att.net
(ST. PETERS,
PA)
(GILLETTE,
timster6154@yahoo.com
Robert Guardiola
• 209-606-0085
john.wilkus@gmail.com
ken43ken43@yahoo.com
(SACRAMENTO,
CA)
PENNSYLVANIA
Dave Buzzard • 610-431-4693
Bill Kocher • 307-682-7055
MICHIGAN
deltagolddiggers@gmail.com
(Stillwater,
(GILLETTE,
WY)
presidentdelawarevalleygpaa@yahoo.com
wmkocher5@yahoo.com
Jim Hutchings
• 530-367-5108
(REMUS, MI) MN)
(ST. PETERS,
PA)
Robin Stiller
• 651-592-4601
(ALLEGHANY,
(SHERIDAN,
WY)
(TEMECULA, CA)
Bob Bednarick
• 231-920-9439
Bill
Kocher • 307-682-7055
jhutchings22@hotmail.com
Dave
Buzzard •PA)
610-431-4693
atomic_styles@yahoo.com
Sean McGarry • 330-793-5357
Ed Kline • 307-683-2821
Jack Barber
mibob44@gmail.com
wmkocher5@yahoo.com
(SAN DIEGO,
CA) • 951-595-0942
presidentdelawarevalleygpaa@yahoo.com
(SHERIDAN, WY)
Chesterjack_barber@hotmail.com
Nowicki • 760-747-1165
(NEW OXFORD, PA)
MISSISSIPPI
If you need to(Biloxi,
change MS)
or add chapter information, please email gpaachapters@goldprospectors.org
Ed Kline • 307-683-2821
CandHNow@cox.net
Gale Livelsberger • 717-817-7569 or call 1-800-551-9707.
All changes must be submitted in writing by email or regular mail and must be requested by a current chapter officer.
If you need to change or add chapter information, please email gpaachapters@goldprospectors.org or call 1-800-551-9707. All changes must be submitted in writing by email or regular mail and must be requested by a current chapter officer.

GPAA CHAPTERS

START A CHAPTER IN YOUR AREA TODAY! CALL 800.551.9707 OR EMAIL
GPAACHAPTERS@GOLDPROSPECTORS.ORG TO FIND OUT HOW!
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MINER’S MARKETPLACE
Alaskan Paydirt!

Gold-bearing concentrates from working placer
claims in Fairbanks, Alaska. None Better! Call for
Sample! Felix Paydirt’s Gourmet Gold Toll Free (877)
775-1120 www.felixpaydirt.com

Panning Concentrates and Gold Nuggets

Gold panning gravel salted with coarse grains and
nuggets. Great for practicing your panning skills.
Also, have gold nuggets by the gram. For information, write DreaMail-GP, P.O. Box 1790 Fairview, NC
28730

East and West Gold Maps

In color, large scale. You can see details, 8,000 deposits from official records. The best maps for prospecting www.goldmaps.com, (321) 783-4595

(541) 479-9715 www.sundancedivers.com

Gold Jewels and Treasures Located

In person or long distance. Call map dowser Robert
Thomason at (205) 566-9988 mineralman@bellsouth.com

Make Your Own Gold Bars.Com

Table Top Furnaces 2012F Front Load Kilns heat
to 2,300 F Tilting Furnaces for Smelting Graphite
Molds, Steel Molds, Crucibles, Tongs, DIY Books,
Flux Gloves, Safety Equipment. Call us for a FREE
Catalog www.makeyourowngoldbars.com steve@
makeyourowngoldbars.com (714) 848-5424

Rock Crusher

Crush your rocks to 100-200 mesh in seconds
15” w/gas motor $1,549 electric $1,249 13” w/gas
motor $1,299 electric $1,199. Price includes
delivery to lower 48 states (714) 848-5424 steve@
makeyourowngoldbars.com

Gold Miser Complete Prospecting
Pick Store
& Shovel

www.goldmiser.com 34403 US Highway 2 Libby, MT 59923 (406) 293-8679. FULL-LINE METAL
DETECTOR DEALER, DREDGES, HIGHBANKERS,
DRYWASHERS.

Panning Concentrates

Containing black sand and gold. $40 per bag, plus
$4 shipping each bag. Quantity discounts available — J Wammack, P.O. Box 2263 Bentonville, AR.
72712, (479) 466-0867

Wetsuits

Adult 5X thru kid sizes-Neoprene boots through
size 16 in stock! We also carry hoods, weight belts,
suspenders, masks, and dry suits. Bring in this ad for
an additional 10% discount. No sales tax in Oregon.
Sundance Divers 543 NE “E” St. Grants Pass, Oregon

Gazette

Don’t Spend a Fortune!

Gold recovery equipment for less: Highbankers,
Power Sluices, Drywashers, Trommels, Spiral Panners, Gold Cube. Free Shipping when you spend
$350. www.goldrushtradingpost.com

Microwave Smelting & Fire Assaying

Now You Can Fire Assay AND Smelt Gold, Silver,
Copper & Old Jewelry IN A MICROWAVE! www.
MicrowaveGoldKiln.com, (208) 921-4561 or (928)
634-3455

For sale Porcupine Mine, Haines, Alaska. Gold Rush
Discovery Channel area mining claim. Selling due
to age. Right next to Schnabel’s diggings, across
from Dakota Fred’s diggings. Ancient virgin channel, Marble Cr. Secondary enrichment and water
source. 20+ acres $1.2 million. Take your own core
samples — $500 showing fee. Voice mail Porcupine
Anney (907) 766-2291. Address: Anney Shudder,
P.O. Box 3390 RR-HC-60 Haines, Alaska 99827.

GPS Coordinates & General Claim Information
33*39’59.4678”by-113*35’20.8973”
33*39’43.2796”by-113*35’20.4607”
33*39’59.0237”by-113*35’40.2987”
33*39’42.9970”by-113*35’40.1532”

4 wheel drive recommended
Desert with hills, open mine shafts
Need reports
Dry, no water
Hot in summer
BLM/Colorado River District

Pick & Shovel Gazette
Classified Advertising
RATES
$1/word with a $25 minimum.

PLACE YOUR AD
By mail:
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Miningbooks.com

Over 500 titles in stock. Placer mining, Lode mining,
Prospecting, Exploration, Metallurgy, Gold panning
and Sluicing. Build your own and more. Enter code
PASG for 5% off. www.miningbooks.com or by
phone (719) 466-6868

GPAA • P.O. Box 891509
Temecula, CA • 92589-1509

Oatman, Arizona

100+ acres, patented, gold, silver & water. Selling
due to age. All equipment & buildings $2.6 million
or best offer. Take your own core samples to prove.
$500 showing fee, to be applied to the agreed
upon purchase price. Call (951) 767-9651. Speak
slowly when leaving a message.

By e-mail:

Alaska Gold Mining Adventure

CACTUS NEEDLE
T4N R13W Sec. 22
160 acres
Gila & Salt River Meridian
USGS TOPO: Harisburg Valley

Access:
Terrain:
Gold:
Water:
Weather:
Land Status:

For Sale

Historic Chicken, Alaska! Come make this summer

Claims Club Membership Mining Guide

NE CORNER
SE CORNER
NW CORNER
SW CORNER

a summer to remember and put some gold into
your pocket. Spend two weeks or the whole summer. Dredge with one of our 4-inch, 6-inch or 8-inch
dredges, highbankers, sluices, pans or bring your
own equipment. Training programs, camping, easy
access. Keep all the gold you find! Visit our website
at: www.goldfeverprospecting.net or call (920)
366-0430

advertising@goldprospectors.org

Gold Prospectors Association of America

By FAX:

LA PAZ COUNTY
951-699-4062

Directions, Comments & Member Reports
Directions:
From Highway 95 in Quartzsite, AZ go East on Interstate 10 for 35 miles. Turn off
on exit 53.
From Goodyear, a suburb of Phoenix, AZ take N. Cotton Lane, go West on Interstate
10 for 70.2 miles and turn off on exit 53.
Head north on Harquahala RD/Hovatter Road. At 4.2 miles, you will be
approximately 1/2 mile west of north end of claim. There are many dirt roads in
the area, some of which will get you close or on claim. The dirt roads may require
4-wheel drive.
Comments & Member Reports:
There are active mines in the vicinity, many of which are patented (privately
owned land). Stay clear. THE NORTH-EAST CORNER OF CLAIM IS OFF LIMITS AS IT
IS HAS A PIECE OF PATENTED PRIVATELY OWNED LAND THAT EXTENDS INTO CLAIM.
This area has many vertical mine shafts and some adits. Stay clear. These can be
very dangerous and ground may be unstable around them.
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NEW CLAIM — MINING GUIDE — ARIZONA

Please Note
We do not take classified ads over the
phone. Please use one of the above methods to order.
WHAT TO SEND
Membership number, full name, address,
phone, e-mail address and method of
payment. If paying by credit card, please
include your card number and expiration
date. Credit card orders will be processed
the same day they are received.
DEADLINE
Classified ads will be placed in the next
available issue according to deadlines.
Please send your ad in two months before
you would like it to appear is this publication, which is published every other
month.
IMPORTANT
The Pick & Shovel Gazette cannot accept
responsibility for the delivery of goods
and services of classified advertisements
which appear on this page. We make
every effort to screen out all misleading
advertising. No blind advertisements. The
Gold Prospectors Association of America
will not publish classified advertising of
any kind without a current GPAA, LDMA
or Gold Life membership number, street
address and verifiable telephone number
on file. ALL ads are PREPAID. No phone
ads are accepted.
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If you have an event you wish to announce,
please notify us by email at publications@
goldprospectors.org at least four months
prior to the event. Don’t forget this page is
open for GPAA Chapter Outings!

Alaska Gold Expedition
Come and experience the adventure of a
lifetime at the GPAA’s Cripple River Mining
Camp near Nome, Alaska, home of the historic Klondike Gold Rush. Don’t miss out on
this golden opportunity! Space is limited,
so be sure to book your reservation early!
Call GPAA today at 888-446-5333 for more
information and reservations.

GPAA Gold & Treasure Expos
To view The Gold Prospectors Association
of America 2014 Gold & Treasure Expo
spring schedule, go to GoldandTreasureExpos.com.

2014 Gold Prospecting & Mining
Summit — California
ICMJ’s Prospecting and Mining Journal will
host its 2014 Gold Prospecting & Mining
Summit April 5-6, 2014, plus two additional
days of hands-on training at the El Dorado
County Fairgrounds, 100 Placerville Drive
in Placerville, Calif. Show hours are Saturday, April 5 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, April 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $5 at the door. Children 12 and
under are free. Parking is $5. The event will
feature 80 booths showcasing the latest in
gold prospecting and mining equipment,
plus hourly lectures and expert instruction
on how to find and recover gold! Hands-on
training will be offered Friday, April 4 and
Monday, April 7. For more information and
registration, go to www.icmj.com

49th Annual Show —
Sweetheart of Gems —
Washington state
The Whidbey Island Gem Club will hold its
49th annual Sweetheart of Gems show,
Feb. 8-9, 2014 at Whidbey Island Gem
Club, Oak Harbor Senior Center, 51 SE
Jerome Street, Oak Harbor, Wash. Show
hours are Saturday, Feb. 8 from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 9 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Free admission. The show will feature
member exhibits, demonstrations, dealers,
rough and finished rock and gems, slabs,
silent auction, door prizes, raffle and spinning wheel. For more information, contact
Keith Ludemann at rock9@whidbey.net or
call (360) 675-1837.

Hobbies Expo and Craft/Treasure Show — West Virginia
The Jackson County Aeromodelers Club
of West Virginia will hold its sixth annual
Hobbies Expo and Craft/Treasure Show at
8832 Point Pleasant Rd. Friday, Feb. 14 to
Saturday, Feb. 15. Show hours are Friday
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Something for everyone! Admission is
$5 at the door for adults. Kids 12 and under
get in free! The event will feature treasure
hunting clubs from all over, including West
Virginia and Ohio as well as gem and gold
hunting tools, great drafts and an airplane
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by email to publications@goldprospectors.org. Please submit at least four
months before the actual event is to occur. Don’t forget to include your full name
and phone number for verification, a
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five Ws — Who, What, Where, When,
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raffle. Learn where to look for gemstones
and gold! For more information, contact
Charles Westfall at (304) 531-0077 or
email chuckflysrc2@yahoo.com.

OAMS Gem and Mineral Show
— Oregon
The Oregon Agate and Mineral Society will
hold its OAMS Gem and Mineral Show,
Feb.14-16, 2014 at OMSI, 1945 SE Water
Ave., Portland OR 97214. Show hours are
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. all three days, Friday,
Feb. 14 to Sunday, Feb. 16. Free admission.
For more information, contact Sonia Watt
at soniawatt@yahoo.com or Jim Urbaniak
at nygiants1931@yahoo.com, 4821 Grant
Street, Portland, OR 97215

Annual Rock and Gem Show —
Idaho
The Idaho Gem Club will hold its Annual
Rock and Gem Show Feb. 22-23, 2014 at
Expo Idaho, 5610 Glenwood, Boise, Idaho.
Show hours are Saturday. Feb. 22 from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 23 from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is Adults $3.
Children 12 and under are free. For more
information, contact Brent Smith at rocks
bybrent@gmail.com or call (208) 342-1151.

60th Annual Gem & Mineral
Show — Idaho
The Owyhee Gem & Mineral Society will
hold its 60th Annual Gem & Mineral Show
at O’Conner Field House, 2200 Blaine,
Caldwell ID Saturday, March 1 to Sunday,
March 2, 2014. Show hours are Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Admission is $3 for adults. Kids under
11 admitted free with paid adult. For more
information, call Susan Beattie or email
susan71061@aol.com.

48th Annual Jewelry & Rock
Show — California
The Mother Lode Mineral Society of California will hold its 48th Annual Jewelry & Rock
Show Saturday, March 8 to Sunday March,
9 2014 at the Stanislaus County Fairgrounds
900 N. Broadway, Turlock CA 95380. Show
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. Admission is $6 for adults. Children under 12
are admitted free with paid adult. The Mother Lode Mineral Society is a non-profit organization that promotes earth science, gems,
minerals, rock hunting, lapidary and gold
panning etc. For more information, contact
Bud & Terry McMillin at (209) 524-3494 or
email terry.mcmillin@yahoo.com.

Magic Valley Gem Club Show —
Idaho
The Magic Valley Gem Club will hold its Magic Valley Gem Club Show Saturday, March
8 to Sunday, March 9, 2014 at Twin Falls
County Fairgrounds, East of Filer, Idaho on
U.S. Hwy. 30, 215 Fair Ave. Filer, Idaho. Admission is $2. Children under 12 years are
admitted free if accompanied by an adult.
The show will feature rocks, gems, minerals, jewelry demonstrations and displays by
Herrett’s Museum, Hagerman Fossil Beds
and Snake River Gold Prospector’s Association. It will also include, 10 dealers, silent
auctions, door prizes, grand prize drawing,

wheel of fortune, 50 display cases, handson mineral table, educational exhibits, black
light room and sand dig for gems. For more
information, contact Jon Cromer at (208)
308-3364, Tony Griffin at (208) 467-9286
or email rmetts@magicvalleygemclub.org
— Magic Valley Gem Club, Inc., PO Box
725, Twin Falls, ID 83303.

Northwest Montana Rock
Chucks Rock & Mineral Show
— Montana
The Northwest Montana Rock Chucks will
hold its 7th Annual Northwest Montana
Rock Chucks Rock & Mineral Show Saturday, March 15 to Sunday, March 16, 2014 at
the Grandstand Building, Flathead County
Fairgrounds, Kalispell, MT. Show hours are
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.and Sunday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $1. The event
will feature demonstrations, children’s activities, beads, rock slabs, specimen rocks,
jewelry, gold and many other aspects of
rock collecting and art. For more information, contact Joe Berg at (406) 844-3560 or
write to Northwest Montana Rock Chucks
at P.O. Box 5541, Kalispell, MT 59903.

66th Annual Gem & Mineral
Show featuring Geodes
— Oregon
Sweet Home Rock & Mineral Society will
hold its 66th Annual Gem & Mineral Show
featuring Geodes, March 29 & 30, 2014 at
the Sweet Home High School Activity Gym,
1641 Long Street, Sweet Home, Ore. Show
hours are Saturday, March 29 from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. and Sunday, March 30 from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is 50 cents. Children 12 & under are free when accompanied by a paid adult. The show will feature
a raffle, displays, dealers, snack bar, door
prizes and demonstrations. Handicap parking is available. For more information, contact Joe Cota at (541) 451-2740, PO Box
2279, Lebanon, OR 97355

55th Annual Gem, Jewelry and
Mineral Show — Washington
state
The Rock Rollers Club of Spokane, Wash.
will hold its 55th Annual Gem, Jewelry and
Mineral Show Friday, March 28 to Sunday
March 30, 2014 at the Spokane County
Fair & Expo Center, N. 604 Havana, Spokane, Wash. Show hours are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Friday and Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sunday. Admission is Adults $6 and
Seniors $5. Children 12 and under are free.
The show will feature more than 40 dealers,
60 display cases, fossils, crystals, minerals, specimens, handcrafted jewelry, lapidary supplies, demonstrations, hourly door
prizes, youth activities and a grand prize.
For more information, contact David Rapp
at showchair@rockrollers.org or call (509)
891-6533.

53rd Annual Parade of Gems —
Washington state
The Yakima Rock & Mineral Club will hold
its 53rd Annual Parade of Gems April 1213, 2014 at the Washington National Guard
Armory, 2501 Airport Lane in Yakima, Wash.
Show hours are Saturday, April 12 from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, April 13 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is Adults $3.50,
Students $2, Children 12 and under free
with paid adult. The show will feature dealers, demonstrations, food, gold panning,
silent auction as well as junior activities,
including grab bags, door prizes, raffle and
a spin-a-wheel event. For more information,
contact Marti Sondgeroth at marthams@
q.com or call (509) 248 6401 (evenings).

Mt. Hood Rock Club’s Rock,
Mineral, and Gem Show
— Oregon
The Mt. Hood Rock Club will hold its 57th
Rock, Mineral and Gem Show Friday, April
11 to Sunday, April 13, 2014 at Kliever Na-

tional Guard Armory, 10000 NE 33rd Drive
(off Marine Drive). Show hours are 10 a.m.
To 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is free (donations accepted). For more information, contact L.F. Smith@mhrcshow@gmail.com.

IFGMS Golden Anniversary
Show — Idaho
Idaho Falls Gem and Mineral Society will
hold its IFGMS Golden Anniversary Show
Saturday, April 12 to Sunday, April 13,
2014 at the Idaho Falls Recreation Center,
B Street, Idaho Falls, Idaho. Show hours
are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days. Admission
is Adults $2. Children under 12 are free.
Events include: Friday — AMFED members Social Hour and Barbecue (RSVP)
and Rock Swap; Saturday Show, Gem
Identification and talks and Sunday Show,
Children’s Thunder Egg Hunt. For more
information, call Gary Hayes at (208) 7540403, Kevin Landon at (208) 589-0146 or
Jim Bosley at (208) 520-1819, PO Box
2362 Idaho Falls, ID 83403.

Agates — the 59th Annual River
of Gems Show — Oregon
The Willamette Agate and Mineral Society will hold its Agates — the 59th Annual River of Gems Show Friday, April 18 to
Sunday, April 20, 2014 at the Polk County
Fairgrounds, 520 S Pacific Hwy W in Rickreall, Ore., 97371. Show hours are 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $2. Children under 12 are free. For more information, contact Etheleen Flippo at reflippoo@
hotmail.com or call (503) 623-4247.

West Seattle Rock Club —
Earth’s Treasures
The West Seattle Rock Club will hold its
Earth’s Treasures show April 26-27, 2014
at the Aiki Masonic Temple, 4736 40th Avenue SW in Seattle, Wash. Show hours are
Saturday, April 26 from 10 a.m to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, April 27 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Free admission. For more information, call
Lyle Vogelpohl at (206) 932-3292, PO Box
16145, Seattle, WA 98116.

Idaho Gem Club’s Annual Rock
and Gem Show
The Idaho Gem Club will hold its Annual
Rock and Gem Show at Expo Idaho, 5610
Glenwood, Boise ID Saturday, Feb. 22 to
Sunday Feb. 23. Show hours are Saturday
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Admission if $3 for adults. Children 12
and under are free. For more information,
call Brent Smith at (208) 342-1151or email
rocksbybrent@gmail.com.

Annual Rock and Gem Show —
Washington state
The Lakeside Gem and Mineral Society’s
will hold its Annual Rock and Gem Show
Saturday, April 26 to Sunday, April 26 at
Benton County Fairgrounds, 1500 South
Oak St., Kennewick WA. Show hours are
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $5 for adults
($1 off coupon available). Kids 12 and under are admitted free with paid adult. The
show will feature dealers, demonstrations,
silent auction, junior activities, door prizes
and displays. For more information, contact
Mary Lou Omstead at (509) 783-2798. P.O.
Box 6652 Kennewick WA 99336.

Grays Harbor Geology
and Gem Society Annual Show
— Washington state
The Grays Harbor Geology and Gem Society will hold its annual show, Saturday,
April 26 to Sunday, April 27, 2014 at Grays
Harbor Fair Grounds, 43 Elma-McCleary
Road, Elma WA. Show hours are Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Free admission. For more information,
contact: Gary Emberley at (360) 533 -6196
or email melissa624@hotmail.com.
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The #1 Selling Spiral Gold Recovery System in the World!

Manual Operation
GOLD MAGIC Model 10M

GOLD MAGIC Patented 17 inch Pan
Agitation Knobs designed into pan
Easy Manual operation with a hand crank
Weighs only 4 pounds
Process a 5 gallon bucket of material in 30 min
No additional equipment to buy
Optional kit available to add battery power

Model 10M $215.00

Battery Powered
GOLD MAGIC Model 12E

GOLD MAGIC Patented 17 inch Pan
Agitation Knobs designed into pan
12 volt battery and 110 volt charger are built in
Runs 16 to 20 hours on a charge
Weighs only 10 pounds including battery
Process up to 140 lbs of material per hour
No additional equipment to buy
Pre wired for optional solar charger
Optional kit available to add hand crank

Model 12E

$425.00

Manual and Battery Powered
GOLD MAGIC Model 12-10

GOLD MAGIC Patented 17 inch Pan
Agitation Knobs designed into pan
Easy Manual operation with a hand crank
12 volt battery and 110 volt charger are built in
Runs 16 to 20 hours on a charge
Weighs only 11 pounds including battery
Process up to 140 lbs of material per hour
No additional equipment to buy
Pre wired for optional solar charger

Model 12-10

$465.00

To order or to find a dealer near you.

800-458-8889

.GoldMagic.

www

Works wet or dry! No water pump required!
The 17-inch Gold Magic® pan is computer designed for maximum gold recovery. Gold starts to separate from other material and move into the removable center cup in 30 to 45 seconds.
The pan is set at an approximate 45° angle. When prospecting wet, the water line needs to be set at
the center of the pan. As the pan rotates, you shovel sand and gravel material into the pan at the 3 to
4 o’clock position of the pan. There are 69 agitator knobs, (1B), in the primary processing area of the
Gold Magic pan. These agitator knobs move through the material in rapid succession causing it to
mix and tumble, all designed to quickly get the gold into area (1-C). The larger, low density materials will be expelled from the pan while the heavier, smaller materials (black sand, gold, platinum, and
gemstones) will be carried up the spiral riffle into the removable concentration cup.
( Area 1) This is the primary classification area - all materials, sand, gravel, etc. (wet or dry) is shoveled into this area. Large size and most low specific gravity materials roll out of the pan as it rotates.
Heavy weight materials (gold) sink to the lowest point at the joining of riffle and the pan (1-C) and
commence rotating toward areas (2,3,4).
( Area 2) This is the riffle transition and large nugget recovery area. Nuggets too large to spiral up the
riffle in area (3) into concentrate cup (4) will remain in area (2) until visually sighted and removed.
( Area 3)This is the secondary classification area. The heavy material, (high specific gravity) like
gold, platinum, flour gold and black sand, will continue to travel at the low point where the riffle joins
the pan (1-C), to area (4). Most light (low specific gravity) material falls from the riffle in area (3) and
it’s ultimately ejected from the pan.
( Area 4) Final classification area. Here you immediately see the results. The gold settles in the removable cup (4). As it continues to tumble wet, it is “cleaned up” with a gentle splash of water and is
ready for removal. Dry gold concentrate is removed from here for final wet cleanup.

The Gold Magic
Patented
17 inch
Spiral Gold Pan

com

